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RUPTURED  UTERUS* 

t 

RUPTURE  of  the  gravid  Uterus 


JLjL  is  mentioned  by  writers,  as  an  ac« 
cident  threatening  the  moft  imminent  dan* 
ger  to  the  patient ;  but  though  dangerous* 
not  neceffarily  fatal.  It  has  probably  been 
the  caule  of  death,  both  before  and  foon 
after  delivery,  more  frequently  than  has. 
been  known  5  as  the  prejudice  which  pre¬ 
vails  againfl  the  opening  dead  bodies,  of¬ 
ten  prevents  any  particular  inveftigation 
of  the  caufe  of  thefe  fudden  and  melan¬ 
choly  events .  •  4 
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It  Is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the 
writers  on  midwifery,  of  an  early,  and 
of  a  later  date,  fhould  agree  to  admit  a 
principle,  to  which  their  praftice  is  in  di¬ 
rect  oppofition.  They  grant  that  wounds 
of  the  uterus  are  not  certainly  mortal ;  yet 
when  a  fetus  has  wholly  efcaped  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  through  a  rupture, 
they,  almoft  with  one  confent,  abandon  the 
patient  to  her  fate.  If  indeed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  child  remains  in  uteroyt  hey  coldly 
recommend  its  extraction  by  inftruments, 
or  by  turning;  but  offer  no  expedient  to  re¬ 
lieve  in  the  firft  cafe,  excepting  what  is 
as  barbarous  and  as  hopelefs,  as  leaving 
the  woman  to  perifh  undelivered.  The 
Caefarian  feftion  is  propofed  as  the  only 
method  which  affords  a  probability  of  fav- 
ing  either  the  mother  or  child ;  and  has 
been  principally  recommended  by  foreign 
furgeons,  who  feem  fond  of  the  parade  of 
an  operation.  % 

The  practice  of  midwifery  about  forty 
years  ago,  was  become  much  too  artificial. 
1  hough  in  this  country  we  have  not  been 
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fo  ready  in  having  recourfe  to  the  knife, 
as  the  accoucheurs  of  a  neighbouring  na¬ 
tion  ;  yet  there  prevailed  among  us  at  that 
time,  a  rage  for  the  invention  and  im¬ 
provement  of  inftruments  to  facilitate 
delivery.  The  powers  of  the  conftitution 
were  often  thought  to  want  affiftance  and 
correction  -y  and  artificial  means  were  ever 
at  hand  to  remedy  thefe  fuppofed  defects. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  much  mif- 
chief  was  done  by  adopting  this  miftaken 
fyftem  ;  and  the  fex  are  highly  indebted  to 
the  late  Dr.  Hunter,  who  itood  forth  their 
powerful  champion.  He,  by  his  fkill,  ex¬ 
perience  and  character,  contributed  greatly 
to  reftore  the  art  to  its  genuine  fimplicity, 
and  taught  his  pupils  to  depend  with  more 
confidence,  on  the  aCtion  of  the  natural 
powers.  But  even  this  confidence,  well- 
founded  as  it  in  general  appears  to  be,  is 
liable  to  be  carried  to  a  faulty  extreme  5 
and  the  probability  of  doing  too  much, 
acting  on  a  difpofition  naturally  cautious, 
often  produces  dangerous  and  fatal  delays ; 
For  exceflive  caution  frequently  led  him  to 
difeourage  endeavours,  which  a  lefs  timid 
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conduft  might  fometimes  have  rendered 
fuccefsful.  The  cafe  of  a  ruptured  uterus 
was  one  of  thofe,in  which  he  feemed  averfe 
to  attempt  any  thing ;  as  if  unwilling  to 
give  pain,  where  he  defpaired  of  being  able 
to  do  good :  and  his  great  reputation  gave 
particular  influence  to  his  opinion.  Dr. 
penman,  with  a  franknefs  and  candour 
which  does  him  honour,  has  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  a  cafe  (No.,  15)  expreflive  of 
his  own  opinion ;  and  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  -  was  that  which  generally  prevailed  at 
the  time.  The  recovery  of  Mrs.  Manning 
gave  rife  to  a  new  train  of  ideas  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  induced  me  to  enquire  how 
far  this  general  defpondency  was  juftifi- 
able.  Whatever  may  be  the  effeft  of  this 
enquiry,  I  am  much  pleafed  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  communicate  the  hiftory  of 
a  cafe,  in  which  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
either  of  the  nature  of  the  accident^  ox 
the  recovery  of  the  patient* 
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On  September  the  12th,  1784  about 
noon,  I  was  defired  by  one  of  the  mid¬ 
wives  of  the  Lying-in-Charity,  to  vifit 
Mrs.  Manning  of  Denzil-ftreet,  Glare- 
Market.  She  had  been  feized  the  night 
before  with  flight  labour-pains  y  the  mem¬ 
branes  had  been  ruptured  eight  hours ;  and 
the  pains  had  continued  regular  from  that 
time :  yet,  though  the  os  tincae  was  con- 
fiderably  dilated,  the  child  did  not  advance. 
The  woman  was  become  extremely  reftlefs, 
complaining  of  exceflive  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  pubis ;  her  looks  were  wild,  threaten¬ 
ing  convulflons  5  and  the  fears  of  both 
midwife  and  attendants  were  excited  to 
fuch  a  degree  by  thefe  appearances,  as  to 
induce  them  to  beg  my  advice.  The  head 
of  the  child,  though  plainly  to  be  felt, 
was  not  engaged  within  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis.  She  feemed  to  fuffer  agony 
during  the  aftion  of  the  pains  5  yet  thefe 
did  not  force  the  child  ftrongly  againfl:  the 
qs  tincse,  which  was  foft  and  yielding. 
Each  return  of  pain  caufed  her  to  wreath 
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and  twill,  as  if  fuffering  from  violent  cho^ 
lie,  very  unlike  the  urging  throes  of  com¬ 
mon  labour :  but  her  pulfe  was  calm  and 
regular  5  nor  did  fhe  make  any  particular 
complaint,  excepting  of  the  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  pubis.  This  being  the  ftate 
of  the  cafe,  there  feemcd  to  be  no  reafon  to 
induce  me  to  precipitate  the  delivery.  1 
therefore  directed  the  patient  to  be  kept  as 
cool  as  pofilble,  the  weather  being  extreme¬ 
ly  hot  >  ordered  the  midwife  to  watch 
the  progrefs  of  the  labour,  without  much 
touching  ;  and  to  be  guided  by  circum- 
ftances  in  fending  for  me. 

it 

This  woman  was  in  ftature  low  ;  her 
limbs  fmall,  and  her  complexion  pale  and 
fallow :  her  conftitution  was  naturally 
weak  and  delicate,  but  in  general  healthy : 
fhe  was  above  thirty  years  of  age,  and  this 
was  her  fourth  pregnancy  :  two  of  her 
children  were  living,  and  her  former  la^ 
hours  had  been  very  lingering* 

About  nine  o’clock  the  fame  evenings 
the  midwife  informed  me, — c  That  there 

3  hac| 
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c  had  been  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 

*  %  — 

*  vagina  fome  time  after  I  left  her,  which 
c  however  did  not  continue  5  that  the  pains 
c  had  been  more  fevere  for  an  hour  or  two, 
c  and  apparently  with  fome  effedt ;  but 
c  had  ceafed  about  half  an  hour  after  fix 
c  o'clock.  From  that  time  there  had  been 

*  no  return  of  labour  pains  5  reaching, 

*  with  an  inceffant  craving  for  drink  had 

*  come  on  5  and  the  poor  woman  feemed 

*  at  fometimes  like  one  frantic,  at  others 
(  almoft  lifelefs.5 

I  vifited  her  immediately,  and  was  truly 
alarmed  by  her  appearance.  Her  counte¬ 
nance  was  pale  and  ghaftly  ;  her  face  was 
lengthened  and  bedewed  with  cold  fweat ; 
her  pulfe  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt;  her  breath¬ 
ing  was  fhort  and  quick,  with  great  anxie¬ 
ty  ;  but  fhe  complained  of  no  particular 
pain,  excepting  in  the  region  of  the  pubis. 
The  naufea  and  third:  were  continual,  and 

the  returns  of  reaching  very  frequent. 

% 

By  examination  in  the  common  way,  I 
could  diftinguilh  nothing,  excepting  a 

round 
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round  moveable  fubftance,  which  I  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  head  of  the  child ;  but  be¬ 
ing  only  able  to  reach  it  with  the  points 
of  my  fingers,  I  could  not  determine  with 
any  certainty  what  it  was.  The  woman 
appeared  to  be  in  extremis  ;  and  my  mind 
was  fo  wholly  occupied  by  her  danger, 
as  to  preclude  all  reafoning  with  relpeft  to 
the  caufe.  Immediate  delivery  feemed  to 
promife  the  only  chance  of  relief,  which 
though  very  flender,  I  refolved  to  afford 
her,  by  turning  the  child.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  palling  my  hand  ;  and  the  fub¬ 
ftance  which  I  had  fuppofed  to  be  the 

f 

child,  fled  before  the  tips  of  my  fingers  : 
by  following  it,  I  at  laft  found  my  hand 
in  a  cavity,  which  in  no  fort  refembled 
that  of  the  uterus.  I  was  then  forcibly 
and  painfully  ftruck  with  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  ^  and  on  examining  all  round, 
with  caution  and  gentlenefs,  I  could  with 
certainty  determine  that  my  hand  was  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  :  the  child  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  fore  part  ;  on  the  back  part, 
the  contracted  uterus  like  an  oblong  ball ; 
*»nd  the  inteftines  hanging  among  my  fin-* 

gers* 
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gers.  It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  how  mife- 
rable  I  felt  at  this  moment.  No  hope  of 
doing  good  to  the  woman,  from  the  ufual 
event  of  fuch  cafes  ;  no  poffibility  of  con¬ 
sulting  with  any  of  my  brethren  3  and  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  determining  inftantly,  how  I 
was  to  proceed.  I  decided  in  favour  of 
immediate  delivery,  as  my  hand  was  alrea¬ 
dy  in  contaCt  with  the  child  ;  the  feet  eafi- 
ly  to  be  found ,  and  no  poflible  advantage 
to  be  expected  from  delay :  befides,  that 
the  death  of  the  patient  might  reafonably 
be  expeCted  to  happen  ;  and  I  was  well 
aware  of  the  dreadful  impreflion  which  the 
death  of  a  woman  undelivered,  would  make 
upon  the  minds  of  others.  I  met  with  no 
obftruCtion  to  the  turning  and  extraction 
of  the  child,  excepting  in  the  paffage  of  the 
head  through  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  While 
sny  hand  was  in  Search  of  the  feet,  I  thought 
I  could  perceive  that  the  placenta  was  like- 
wife  in  the  abdominal  cavity;  therefore  ex¬ 
pected  it  would  be  eafily  brought  away :  but 
in  this  I  was  miftaken  5  for  it  h^d  fo  clung 
to  the  inteftines,  that  I  was  again  under 
$he  neceility  of  introducing  my  hand  to 
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detach  It,  This  v/as  not  difficult  ;  and 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  being  ftill  bet¬ 
ter  inftruded  in  the  nature  of  the  injury. 

> 

The  uterus  feemed  to  have  been  ruptured 
tranfverfely,  on  the  lower  and  fore  part, 
fome  diftance  above  where  the  vagina  Is 
connected  with  It :  and  It  was  more  con- 
trafted  In  its  fize,  than  I  thought  poffible 
in  the  few  hours  which  had  elapfed  fmce 
the  accident.  The  haemorrhage  was  not 
greater  than  Is  ufualina  common  labour  : 
But  the  woman  complained,  that  not- 
withftanding  file  was  delivered,  fhe  ftill 
felt  the  fame  fevere  and  unremitting  pain, 
about  the  lowrer  part  of  her  belly.  With 
<\n  intention  to  alleviate  this  pain,  I  pre¬ 
scribed  an  opiate ;  direfting  the  room  to  be 
kv|pt  airy  and  cool,  and  her  drink  to  be 
mint  tea  or  gruel.  I  left  her  about  eleven 
o’clock,  with  very  little  expeftation  of 
finding  her  alive  in  the  morning ;  fignify- 
ing  to  her  friends  the  great  danger  of  her 
fituation  ;  and  enforcing  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  her  perfectly  undifturbed  and 
quiet. 

•Septi. 


Sept.  13.  —She  was  quite  feniible, 
though  hie  had  been  very  reftlefs  through 
the  night.  The  naufea  and  third:  had 
been  very  diftreffing  to  her  during  the 
firft  part  of  it  ;  but  became  more  tolera¬ 
ble  towards  morning  ;  and  the  reaching 

after  fome  hours,  had  neither  been  fo  vio- 

1 

lent  or  fo  frequent  in  its  returns.  Her 
complaint  was  no  longer  of  her  belly, 
but  of  her  bread,  pointing  to  the  feat  of 
the  heart.  The  anxiety  dill  affefted  her 
conliderably  ;  die  had  frequent  fighings, 
and  her  pulfe  was  quick  and  fmall,  but 
very  regular.  I  directed  the  opiate  to  be 
given  in  a  faline  mixture,  with  a  little  cor¬ 
dial  confedion. 

— — - — -  14th.-— Curiofity  had  procured 
her  too  many  vifitors  the  day  before  ;  and 
her  reaching  had  returned  in  the  evening 
to  a  violent  degree,  with  great  heat  and 
redleffnefs.  Towards  morning  the  febrile 
paroxylm  terminating  in  a  profufe  fweat, 
the  vomiting  had  ceafed,  and  die  had  dept 
four  hours.  Her  pulfe,  when  I  faw  her, 
was  calm  and  regular,  the  pain  and  anxi¬ 
ety  much  abated, 

• - — 1 5th; 
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- 15th.  Her  night  had  been 

lerably  quiet :  Her  pulfe  made  about  100 
ftrokes  in  a  minute,  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  firmnefs  %  fo  that  Dr.  Oiborn* 
who  faw  lier  this  day,  faid,  £  She  had 
£  not  a  dying  pulfe.3  She  had  voided 
her  urine  freely  and  regularly  from  the 
day  of  her  delivery ;  but  having  had  no 
ftool,  I  direfied  her  to  take  a  folution  of  the 
cathartic  falts. 

— — —  i6th.~She  had  two  ftools  the 
preceding  evening,  before  the  falts  could 
be  given  :  She  complained  of  griping ; 
but  in  other  refpe&s  was  much  the  fame. 

— — —17th.— A  diarrhoea  had  come  oil 
in  the  night,  with  great  flatulency,  and 
violent  pain  from  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, 
along  the  whole  inteftinal  canal :  She  like- 
wife  complained  of  a  pain  and  forenefs 
extending  acrofs  from  ilium  to  ilium.  The 
belly  felt  tumid,  and  rather  hard  ->  her  pulfe 
was  quick  (no)  with  a  degree  of  fulnefs : 
She  had  fome  third:,  and  a  tendency  to  de¬ 
lirium. 
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Hrium.  I  had  her  blooded  to  eight  ounces ; 
and  directed  fhe  fhould,  every  two  or 
three  hours,  take  a  folution  of  the  ca¬ 
thartic  fait  in  mint-water,  with  a  few  drops 
of  laudanum. 

• - 8th.— The  delirium  was  gone 

off,  and  the  abdominal  pain  had  abated 
foon  after  the  bleeding:  The  blood  was 
not  fizey.  She  had  only  one  ftool  in  the 
night:  Yet  her  pulfe  was  quicker  (120) 
than  it  had  ever  been.  Dr.  Hunter,  who 
was  fo  kind  as  to  accompany  me  occa- 
lionally  in  my  vifits,  faw  her  this  day  c 
We  thought  it  unneceffary  to  repeat  the 
bleeding,  but  the  ufe  of  the  folution  was 
continued. 

. . -  19th. — She  had  purged  only 

twice  in  the  lafl  twenty-four  hours  ;  and 
did  not  complain  of  pain,  excepting  when 
ftie  had  an  inclination  to  go  to  flooh 
She  had  flept  fome  hours  in  the  night;  her 
tongue  was  moift,  and  her  pulfe  no,  with 
a  greater  fhrength  and  firmnefs  in  the 
ftrokes  than  the  day  before. 

—  -  "»■  20th. 


E  16  ] 

. - —  20th.— -Having  had  a  return  of 

the  pain  and  purging  in  the  night,  an  opi¬ 
ate  glider  was  injedted  in  the  morning ;  af¬ 
ter  which  the  had  no  return  of  either; 
Her  pulfe  was  about  9  6. 

- — — —  22nd. — Her  nights  had  been 
quiet,  and  her  belly  natural. 

- - -  24th.— She  continued  much  the 

fame,  but  with  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea* 
which  caufed  a  confiderable  degree  of  pain 
at  the  time  of  each  motion  :  Yet  on  the 
whole,  fhe  feemed  to  gain  ground  $  her 
pulfe  being  regular,  firm,  and  making 
90  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  and  her  tongue 
moift  and  clean,  without  thirft.  She  had 
been  taken  out  of  bed  this  day,  with  lefs 
inconvenience  than  could  have  been  ex- 
,  pedted. 

p»'  ■  ** 

•  _ — — ■  26th. — She  ftill  continued  to 
have  flight  returns  of  griping  pain  of  the 
bowels ;  but  without  purging  oftenet 

than  once  in  twenty  four-hours. 

She 
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She  had  had  a  regular  and  moderate 
lochial  difcharge  from  the  beginning, 
which  was  now  almoft  entirely  gone  :  but 
what  was  very  lingular,  there  had  never 
been  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  a  fecretion 
of  milk. — Dr.  Garthfhore,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  vifit  her  before,  faw  her  this 
day.  On  his  preffing  the  abdomen  ex¬ 
ternally,  fhe  complained  of  a  little  remain¬ 
ing  forenefs  ;  but  he  could  not  perceive 
that  there  was  any  particular  tumor  or 
hardnefs. 


■  29th.  —  The  pain  and  diforder 

of  the  bowels  feemed  now  to  have  entire¬ 
ly  left  hen  Her  pulfe  was  firm*  regu¬ 
lar,  and  at  72  ftrokes  in  a  minute  :  her 
nights  were  eafy  and  quiet,  and  her  belly 
natural.  Indeed  fhe  was,  this  day,  fo  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  complaint,  that  I  could  no 
longer  doubt  of  her  recovery. 

October  3d.— ‘-She  was  now  able  to  get 
up  every  day  ;  and  only  complained  of  ge¬ 
neral  weaknefs,  with  a  pain  of  the  back 

B  when 
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when  fitting,  and  of  an  inability  to  ftand 
upright* 

—  —  14th.  She  had  gained  confidera- 
bly  in  ftrength,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
week  ;  and  no  longer  found  any  uneafinefs 
in  an  erect  pofture. 

— — —  27th. —She  walked  from  Clare- 
Market  to  my  houfe  in  Bedford-ftreet, 
Bedford-  fquare  ;  fhe  had  then  nothing  to 
complain  of,  excepting  a  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  on  any  attempt  to  move  quickly. 

As  fome  of  my  friends  had  been  defir- 
ows  of  examining  the  iiate  of  the  parts  af¬ 
ter  a  recovery  fo  unexpected,  I  wifhed 
much  to  procure  them  the  opportunity; 
but  the  ihynefs  and  delicacy  of  the  wo¬ 
man  defeated  my  intentions  :  and  when 
fhe  called  on  me  to  return  thanks,  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  could  perfuade  her  to  per¬ 
mit  my  neighbour  Dr.  Ofborn  to  examine 
per  vaginarn ,  He  thought  the  os  tinea? 
fomewhat  more  open  externally,  than  it 

ufually 
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iifually  is  5  I  fancied  I  felt  rather  mors 

fulnefs  than  is  common  about  the  cervix 
uteri  ;  but  we  both  agreed  that  there  was 

nothing  in  the  touch  fo  different  from 
what  is  obferved  in  the  natural  ftate,  as  t6 
have  excited  any  idea  of  previous  difeafe, 
had  not  we  known  the  complaint  with 
which  (lie  had  been  affiifted. 

This  patient  took  no  other  nourifhment 
during  the  firft  week,  than  whey,  milk,  and 
plain  gruel.  In  the  next  period  of  ten 
days,  her  diet  was  only  mended  by  a  raw 
egg  beat  up  with  water  and  a  little  fugar. 
In  the  third  week  file  began  to  take  broth 
and  light  pudding;  and  afterwards  came  by 
degrees  to  a  fuller  diet. — She  has  continued 
well  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  January 
10th,  1785  ;  and  about  a  week  fince,  the 
jnenfes  returned. 


While  my  attention  was  engaged  by 
this  poor  woman,  who,  every  day  file  lived* 
became  a  more  interefting  objeft,  my  cu~ 
riofity  was  particularly  directed  to  collect 
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all  the  information  poffible,  concerning 
ruptures  of  the  uterus.  In  books  I  found 
inftances  fufficient  to  compofe  a  very  long 
lifts  but  it  was  almoft  a  lift  of  deaths. 
In  many  the  caufe  was  unknown,  while 
the  patient  lived  ;  in  others,  if  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  was  fufpefted,  yet  the  woman 
was  either  allowed  to  perifti  without  aft 
fiftance  ;  or  an  incifion  through  the  inte¬ 
guments  of  the  abdomen,  was  recommend¬ 
ed  for  the  extraction  of  the  child.  ^But  an 
event  fo  unufual  as  recovery,  when  the 
uterus  had  been  raptured,  and  when  the 
foetus  and  fecundines  had  been  extracted 
through  the  rupture  by  the  natural  paft 
fage,  led  me  to  think  it  was  equally  crimi¬ 
nal,  either  to  give  up  fuch  a  cafe  as  hope- 
lefs,  and  do  nothing  j  or  to  confign  the 
patient  to  as  certain  death,  by  means  of  $ 
cruel  operation. 

It  is  feldom  allowable  to  draw  practical 
inferences  from  a  fingle  inftance  :  but 
when  a  difeafe  very  rarely  occurs,  it  be¬ 
comes  neceffary  to  lay  particular  ftrefs  on 
a  cafe,  which  happens  to  be  exaftly  in 
point.  The  hiftory  I  have  related  is  of 

this 
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this  fort ;  but  that  I  may  not  neglet  to 
ftrengthen  my  opinion  by  every  collateral 
fupport  I  can  procure,  I  fhall  make  ab- 
ftradis  of  fuch  cafes,  from  medical  wri¬ 
ters,  or  from  the  information  of  my  friends, 
as  I  think  will  give  additional  weight  to 
my  conclufions ;  numbering  them,  that 
they  may  be  the  more  eafily  referred  to. 

~  i 

N°  I.  A  cafe  mentioned  by  Heister  as 
communicated  to  him  by  Rungius,  a  re- 
fpedtable  Surgeon  of  Bremen.  Without 
relating  any  previous  circumfiances,  he 

fays - 1  That  after  the  extradiion  of 

the  foetus,  though  the  inteflines  were 
diftindtly  felt,  through  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus,  and  kept  up  by  the  hand  of 
*  the  Surgeon  (Rungius),  till  that  was  fuf- 
ficiently  contrasted  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  its  cavity,  yet  the  woman  happily 
recovered/ 

* 

N°  II.  Peu,  in  his  Pratique  des  Ac - 
couchmcns ,  page  341,  relates  the  hiftory 
of  a  cafe,  c  In  which  the  uterus  had  been 
torn  and  pierced  in  feveral  places,  by 
violent  attempts  to  deliver  3  yet  the  pa- 
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tient  was  cured  in  fix  weeks/ — I  infert 
this  as  an  additional  proof,  that  wounds 
of  the  uterus  do  not  certainly  kill :  And 
I  am  weil  informed,  that  the  late  Dr; 
Hunter  was  confulted  in  a  cafe  exaftly 

fimilar  which  had  as  favourable  an  event. 

■  * 

t  '  '  .  •  .  ...  ,  f  :  '  v 

N°  III.  Dr*  Hamilton — Outlines  of  Mid? 
wifery,  page  344,  gives  the  following  ac¬ 
count  in  a  note  :  c  That  he  was  called  to 

.  •  t 

a  patient  who  had  been  in  labour  from 
the  morning  to  the  afternoon,  under  the 
care  of  a  midwife  ;  the  (boulder  of 
the  child  prefenting  in  an  oblique  direc¬ 
tion  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  pa¬ 
tient’s  fituation  feemed  to  require  her  be¬ 
ing  immediately  delivered  •  which  he  at 
firft  attempted  by  turning.  In  his  trials 
for  that  purpofe,  he  perceived  the  uterus 
to  be  ruptured,  and  that  a  fhoulder  of  the 
child  had  protruded  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen :  But  having  good  reafon  to 
give  up  that  mode  of  delivery,  he  per¬ 
formed  it  at  laft  with  the  crofchet.  The 
Uterus  was  ruptured  at  the  fuperior 
lateral  part  of  the  cervix,  and  the  rent 

continued 

« 


f  23  ] 

% 

continued  downwards  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  os  tincae:  He  reduced  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  the  inteftine,  which  had  forced 
through  the  wound  of  the  uterus,  even 
into  the  vagina  5  and  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  examining  how  amazingly  the 
rupture  was  diminifhed  by  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  uterus.  There  was  a  dis¬ 
charge  of  matter  on  the  cloths  from  the 
fifth  day,  which  gradually  leffened ;  and 
her  recovery  was  nearly  as  good  as  if  no 
extraordinary  accident  had  happened/ 

Nc  IV.M.La  MoTTE,in Obfervation 312, 
fays,  c  That,  in  a  cafe  where  the  woman's 
pains  had  been  violent,  long,  and  fre¬ 
quent  for  eleven  or  twelve  hours,  they 
ceafed  entirely  after  a  ftrong  effort,  fix 
hours  before  he  faw  her  ;  from  which  time 
fire  no  more  perceived  any  motion  in  the 
child.  The  head  of  the  child  was  to  be 
felt  at  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  but 
not  at  all  engaged  in  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis.  Her  belly  was  hard,  ftretched, 
and  painful ;  her  pulfe  very  weak ;  and 
her  ftomach  would  retain  nothing  that 
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was  given  her,  He  turned  and  extrafted 
the  child  by  the  feet ;  the  placenta  was 
was  much  torn  in  the  middle.  She  fur- 
vived  the  delivering  three  days,  during 

which  time  fhe  vomited  inceffantly.’ - - 

M.  La  Motte  is  a  fenfible  and  judicious 
author,  - and  relates  his  obfervations  with 
a  plainnefs  and  candour,  which  claims  our 
molt  perfect  confidence.  He  does  not 
particularly  mention  a  haemorrhage ;  but, 
as  he  fays,  the  placenta  was  much  torn 
when  the  uterus  gaye  way,  it  is  probable 
this  accident  was  attended  with  a  confider- 
able  lofs  of  blood.  If  it  was  allowable  to 
fuppofe  that  inflammation  could  have  taken 
place  in  the  fix  hours,  during  which  the 
child  remained  among  the  vifcera,  it 
would  ftill  more  fully  explain  the  hard- 
nefs,  tenflon,  and  forenefs  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.— He  does  not  fay,  that  the  body  was 
opened  after  death. 


N°  V.  La  Motte,  Objervation  313,  was 
called  to  affift  in  a  cafe  where  the  hand,  he 
fays,  prefented ;  *  The  pains  which  were  at 

firft 
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firft  lharp  and  frequent,  had  abated  gradual¬ 
ly,  and  when  he  arrived  were  entirely  gone. 
Introducing  his  hand  to  deliver  by  turning 
the  child,  it  palled  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  where  he  found  the  feet  and 
part  of  the  body,  which  had  efcaped 
through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  The 
placenta,  in  this  patient’s  cafe,  was  like- 
wife  much  torn,  and  Ihe  lived  four  days 
after  delivery  ;  on  an  infpefrion  of  the 
body  after  death,  the  uterus  was  found 
much  contracted  ;  fo  that  the  rupture, 
which  had  at  full  allowed  the  whole  body 
of  the  child  to  pals  into  the  abdomen  of 
the  mother,  would  not  then  admit  more 
than  the  tip  of  the  little  finger.’ — The 
delivery  in  this  cafe,  feems  to  have  been 
performed  fooner  after  the  accident  than 
in  N’  V,  In  the  hiftory,  he  fays,  there 
was  no  previous  haemorrhage  :  but  in  his 
reflections,  he  adds  3  ‘  That  after  having 
finifhed  the  delivery,  he  was  not  furpriled 
at  the  weak  ftate  in  which  he  found  the 
woman  ;  it  being  eafily  accounted  for, 
from  the  laceration  of  the  womb  and  pla-, 
centa,  et  la  perte  de  fang  qui  en  eft  infep ara¬ 
ble  l 

Since 
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Since  I  have  been  engaged  In  arranging 
%ny  obfervaticns,  another  cafe  of  ruptured 
uterus  has  occurred  ,  which  though  not 
favourable  in  the  event,  the  gentleman 
who  attended  has,  in  the  liberal  fpirit  of 
philanthropy  permitted  me  to  publifh* 
being  convinced,  that  improvement  is  alone 
to  be  expected  from  a  comparifon  of  va-r 
tious  fa£ts  ;  and  that  a  fuccefsful  cafe  does 
not  always  afford  the  moft  ufeful  leflbm 

i  •* 

N°  VI.  £  A  young  woman  was  taken  in 
labour  of  her  third  child  on  the  1 3  th  of 
December  1784,  and  the  pains  having  con¬ 
tinued  for  twelve  hours  the  membranes 
broke,  the  os  tincse  being  thoroughly 
dilated.  When  the  gentleman  faw  her 
three  hours  afterwards,  the  head  was  ber- 
ginning  to  enter  the  pelvis,  the  pains  be¬ 
ing  regular,  frequent,  and  very  ftrong.  Her 
pelvis  was  narrow ;  her  former  children 
had  been  dead  born  ;  but  as  die  had  been 
delivered  of  one  by  the  natural  pains,  he 
was  induced  to  hope  a  like  event.  The 
pains  increafed  in  violence  for  fix  hours, 
when  they  fuddenly  abated  in  force,  but 
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continued  to  recur  frequently,  though 
fhort  and  unavailing.  It  did  not  appear 
that  fhe  had  madeany  particular  complaint 
at  the  time  the  pains  abated,  excepting 
that  her  fpirits  flagged  much.  When  he 
faw  her  on  the  13th,  at  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  eight  hours  after  the  ftrong 
pains  had  left  her  ;  her  pulfe  was  calm  and 
regular,  the  pains  had  ceafed  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  ;  flie  was  inclined  to  fleep,  and  made 
no  complaint,  excepting  of  a  pain  in  her 
left  fide  below  the  ribs.  The  head  was 
very  little  lower,  but  part  of  the  navel- 
ftring  was  within  reach  and  without  pulfa- 
tion.  He  then  determined  to  open  the 
head  of  the  child  5  but  thought  it  prudent 
to  encourage,  for  the  prefent,  the  difpofi- 
tion  to  fleep.  At  eight  in  the  evening, 
her  pulfe  was  fo  low  he  could  not  feel  it ; 
fhe  was  cold  and  pale ;  and  the  pain  of 
which  fhe  complained,  was  now  in  her  bel-: 
ly.  In  attempting  to  open  the  child’s  head, 
it  fuddenly  gave  way  to  the  force  applied. 
No  part  of  the  child  was  to  be  felt ;  and 
the  woman  complained  of  a  fenfation  as  if 
her  life  was  going  from  her.  He  was 
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then  convinced  the  uterus  was  ruptured. 
He  Introduced  his  hand  immediately,  and 
found  the  whole  child  floating  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen.  Finding  the  feet 
very  readily,  he  delivered  with  the  greateft 
eafe,  till  the  head  came  to  the  narrow  part 
of  the  pelvis,  when  it  refilled  his  utmoft 
efforts.  Knowing  the  child  was  dead,  he 
perforated  the  cranium  behind  the  ear, 
and  extra&ed  with  the  blunt  hook.  The 
placenta  was  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
wholly  detached  from  the  uterus.  The 
woman  was  quite  fenfible  ;  complained  of 
great  lownefs,  and  pain  in  her  belly  her 
pulfe  fmall  and  fluttering,  and  her  breath¬ 
ing  fhort  ;  but  fhe  was  not  reftlefs.  The 
rupture  appeared  to  be  near  the  cervix. 
She  flept  a  little  during  the  night  j  but 
next  day  complained  much  of  the  pain  in 
the  belly,  and  exceffive  finking  within  her. 
Her  breathing  became  more  and  more  dif¬ 
ficult,  her  lips  livid,  her  belly  fvvelled,  and 
feventeen  hours  after  delivery,  fhe  expired. 
He  was  not  permitted  to  in fpect  the  body 
after  death  d 
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In  this  cafe,  there  is  little  doubt  but  the 
rupture  of  the  uterus  happened,  when  the 
force  of  the  pains  abated,  and  the  woman’s 
fpirits  flagged ;  which  was  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  hours  before  the  child  was  extra&ed . 
The  continuance  of  the  pains,  though  they 
were  fliort  and  ineffectual,  and  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  the  head  within  the  brim  of  the  pel¬ 
vis,  were  very  likely  to  deftroy  all  fufpicion 
of  the  nature  of  the  accident  ;  more  efpe- 
cially  as  the  patient  had  a  calm  regular 
pulfe,  and  an  inclination  to  fleep,  without 
the  ufual  concomitants  of  ruptured  uterus. 
When  we  con  lid  er  that  great  part  of  the 
body  of  the  child  muft  have  been  many 
hours  among  the  vifcera,  it  is  not  an  impro¬ 
bable  fuppofition,  that  the  difficulty  of 
breathing,  the  pain  and  fwelling  of  the 
belly,  and  death  at  laft,  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  peritoneal  inflammation, 

NJ  VII.  Dr.  Garthfhore  within  thefe 
few  years  attended  in  a  cafe,  where  he 
foon  difcovered  that  a  rupture  of  the  uterus 
had  happened.  In  confequence  of  fome 
peculiar  fymptoms,  it  was  agreed  in  con- 
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fultatioii  with  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  arid 
others,  that  delivery  fhould  be  delayed. 
On  the  third  day,  another  gentleman  was 
joined  in  confultation,  who,  from  the  cir- 
cumftances,  did  not  think  the  uterus  was 
ruptured  5  and  the  refult  was,  to  deliver 
by  turning  the  child.  This  was  performed 
by  Dr.  Garthfhore,  who  extra&ed  it  from 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  through  the 
laceration  by  the  natural  paffage,  and  the 
patient  lived  twenty-three  days  afterwards, 
with  a  variety  of  fymptoms,  fometimes 
alarming,  at  others  encouraging.  In  the 
body,  after  death,  firm  adhefions  were 
found  to  have  taken  place  among  the  vif- 
cera  ;  and  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  general 
inflammation,  were  every  where  evident  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  excepting  that 
the  uterua  itfelf  fhewed  no  figns  of  difeafe  ; 
the  edges  of  the  rupture  appearing  to  have 
a  difpofition  to  heal  without  uniting* 

I  do  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  enter 
more  particularly  into  the  hiftory  of  this 
cafe,  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  Dr. 
Garthfhore  means  to  publifh  it  at  large* 

when 
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when  his  leifure  will  permit,  with  others 
in  which  he  has  been  concerned. 

N°  VIII.  Peu— Book  I.  chap.  viii.  page 
79,  has  preferved  the  hiftory  of  another 
cafe  of  ruptured  uterus,  in  which  the  child 
had  paffed  intirely  into  the  abdominal  ca¬ 
vity,  excepting  one  foot,  and  the  umbili¬ 
cal  cord.  c  With  a  view  (he  fays)  to  lave  the 
child,  for  of  the  mother  he  had  no  hopes,  he 
flipped  the  noofe  of  a  fillet  over  the  foot, 
which  he  then  pufhed  up  through  the  rup¬ 
ture  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ;  and 
finding  the  other  foot,  he  grafped  both,  and 
delivered  with  great  caution,  to  avoid 
doing  farther  injury  to  the  uterus.  This 
woman  lived  to  the  eighth  day,  fix  of 
which  file  was  perfectly  fenfible.  The 
haemorrhage  which  followed  the  accident 
had  been  exceffivef 

N  IX. M.  Steidele,  in  his Obfervations, 
De  Rupto  in  Partus  Dolcribus  Utero ,  relates, 

I  hat  he  was  called  to  the  affiftance  of  a 
woman  who  had  been  ten  or  twelve  hours 
in  labour ;  and  during  the  whole  time  had 
6  complained 
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complained  in  a  particular  manner,  of  vio-* 
lent  pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  facrum* 
The  child,  he  was  informed  by  perfons 
attending,  had  prefented  favourably ;  and 
that  the  head  had  even  entered  a  confider- 
able  way  within  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
The  pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  facrum 
had  continued  without  intermiffion ,  and 
the  throes  had  been  ftrong  and  regular, 
till  after  one  uncommonly  violent,  a  crack-* 
ing  noife  had  been  heard  even  by  the  at¬ 
tendants  :  From  that  time  the  pains  had 
ceafed,  and  a  confiderable  haemorrhage  had 
enfued.  The  diftance  of  time  between  the 
cefiation  of  the  pains,  and  the  attendance 
of  M.  Steidele  is  not  mentioned,  but  the 
head  of  the  child  was  then  no  longer  to 
be  felt ;  and  the  woman  was  become  ex¬ 
tremely  low,  with  a  very  feeble,  quick, 
and  intermitting  pulfe.  She  could  not  lie 
down  without  fear  of  fuffocation ;  and  had 
fo  many  other  alarming  fymptoms,  as  in¬ 
duced  M.  Steidele  to  think  immediate  de¬ 
livery  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary.  He  in¬ 
troduced  his  hand  through  the  os  uteri, 
without  perceiving  any  parts  of  a  child, 

till 
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till  it  reached  the  fundus,  when  he  could 
diftinguifh  the  feet  and  abdomen,  but  felt 
nothing  of  the  head.  He  brought  down 
the  feet  with  eafe,  but  found  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  extracting  the  reft  of  the  foetus. 
The  appearances  of  extreme  weaknefs  and 
danger,  did  not  diminifh  in  confequence  of 
delivery ;  and  the  patient  complained  of  a 
forenefs  of  the  right  fide  of  the  belly, 
which  was  intolerably  painful  to  the  touch. 
The  following  day  the  haemorrhage  had 
abated ;  the  pulfe  was  become  ftronger ; 
and  the  natural  warmth  returned;  yet 
many  threatening  fymptoms  continued. 
The  uterus  was  thought  to  be  ruptured. 
During  the  days  fhe  lived  after  the  extrac¬ 
tion  of  the  child,  fhe  was  afflicted  by  a 
variety  of  moft  unfavourable  fymptoms  ; 
intenfe  thirft,  vomiting,  great  pain,  tu¬ 
mour  and  tenfion  of  the  belly,  foetid 
ftools,  laborious  breathing,  watchings, 
exceffive  weaknefs  and  delirium,  with  a 
pulfe  very  feeble  and  rapid.  The  time 
this  woman  furvived  the  delivery  is  not 
very  accurately  ftated,  but  appears  to  have 
been  about  a  week.  When  the  abdomen 
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was  opened,  a  great  quantity  of  bloody  wa¬ 
ter  and  fetid  air  was  difcharged.  The 
omentum  was  thickened,  the  ftomach 
fwelled,  and  the  inteftines  feemed  greatly 
inflated  with  air,  having  their  external 
furface  tinged,  with  a  yellow  colour.  An 
extenfive  rupture  was  difcovered  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  uterus ;  and  its  fubftance 
near  the  ruptured  part  was  gangrenous* 
and  thinner  than  ufual. 

The  hiftory  of  this  cafe,  as  far  as  was 
immediately  within  M.  St ei dele  s  obferva- 
tion,  feems  faithfully  related  ;  and  the 
fymptoms  after  the  abatement  of  the 
haemorrhage,  are  aim  oil  all  deducible  from 
inflammation  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

The  livid  appearances  often  obferved  in 
the  uterus  after  death,  are  not  certain 
marks  of  gangrene  having  begun.  In  ex¬ 
amining  the  bodies  of  women  who  have 
died  foon  after  delivery,  the  cervix  and  os 
uteri  have  often  a  livid  hue ;  probably  in 
conference  of  the  prefliire  which  thefe 
parts  buffer  from  the  child,  during  the  ac¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  pains.  Therefore  unlefs  thefe  dis¬ 
coloured  parts  are  foft  and  fpungy  as  well 
as  black,  they  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
gangrenous. 

N°  X.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Garth- 
shore.,  contains  an  account  of  appearances 
obferved  on  opening  the  body  of  a  woman 
who  had  died  undelivered,  after  having 
been  two  or  three  days  in  labour  under  the 
care  of  two  mid  wives.  From  the  previous 
Symptoms,  there  was  reafon  to  fufpeft,  that 
the  uterus  had  been  ruptured  earl y  in  the 
labour,  but  thefe  did  not,  at  firft,  give  any 
alarm.  The  body  was  examined  in  the 
prefence  of  feveral  medical  gentlemen ; 
and  the  firft  view  after  opening  the  ab¬ 
domen,  exhibited  all  the  appearance  of  an 
extra-uterine  conception.  But  on  infpeft- 
ing  the  uterus  more  clofely,  a  rupture  was 
difcovered  on  its  fore-part,  through  which 
the  foetus  and  fecundities  had  paffed  into 
the  abdominal  cavity.  The  extent  of  the 
rupture  was  then  fo  diminifhed  by  the 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  as  to  appear 
much  too  fmall  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  It 
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was  remarkable,  that  wherever  any  part  of 
the  membranes  or  placenta  had  come  in 
contact  with  the  internal  furface  of  the 
abdomen,  they  adhered  with  a  confidera- 
ble  degree  of  firmnefs ;  and  there  were 
likewife  figns  of  ii  f  animation  every  where 
on  the  coats  of  the  inteftines. 

N°  XL  Pcuteau,  page  487,  relates, 
that  a  woman  who  had  been  a  confiderable 
time  in  labour,  under  the  care  of  a  mid¬ 
wife,  was  feized  with  a  haemorrhage  ;  on 
which  the  child,  which  had  before  prefent- 
ed  with  the  head,  was  no  longer  felt  by 
the  midwife.  He  was  fent  for  the  follow- 
ins;  day,  when  he  found  the  woman  in  lit¬ 
tle  pain,  but  differing  a  degree  of  uneafi- 
nefs  not  to  be  defcribed,  with  great  an¬ 
xiety  :  Her  pulfe  was  fmall  and  frequent ; 
her  eyes  funk ;  her  countenance  ghaftly,  and 
breathing  laborious ;  fymptoms  announ¬ 
cing  her  to  be  in  the  greateft  danger.  No¬ 
thing  was  to  be  learned  by  examination, 
his  hand  entering  at  once  into  a  cavity 
which  appeared  large;  and  on  the  fore-part 
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he  perceived  a  round  fubftancce  of  the 
fize,  but  not  the  folidity  of  a  child’s 
head ;  yet  there  was  not  any  thing  to  be 
felt,  which  could  affure  him  of  a  child 
being  there.  He  carried  his  examination 
no  farther,  and  the  woman  died  foon 
after.  The  body  was  opened,  and  the 
child  and  placenta  found  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  entirely  out  of  the  uterus  $ 
which  was  of  the  fize  of  a  child’s  head  of  five 
years  old,  of  a  lively  red  colour,  refem- 
bling  inflammation,  and  was  the  round 
body  which  had  been  felt  per  vaginam.  The 
rupture  was  on  the  pofterior  and  inferior 
part,  and  then  about  three  or  four  inches 
long. 

Pouteau  attributes  the  death  of  the  wo¬ 
man  to  the  injury  done  to  the  womb ;  to 
the  mifchief  which  mull  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  prefence  of  fo  confiderable 
an  extraneous  body  among  the  vifcera,  and 
to  the  haemorrhage. 

N°  XII.  Saviard — Obfer'vationxxv*  p. 
13 1,  gives  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who  had 
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been  received  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  in  la¬ 
bour  ;  the  child  prefenting  favourably, 
with  every  appearance  that  it  would  be 
foon  finifhed:  yet  the  pains  continued  two 
days  without  the  child  advancing,-  and 
ceafed  at  once;  the  prefenting  parts  re¬ 
ceded,  and  only  the  placenta  was  to  be 
felt.  The  woman  died  undelivered,  after 
having  been  much  examined,  yet  nothing 
attempted  with  a  view  to  relieve  her. 
When  the  body  was  opened,  the  child 
and  fecundines  were  in  the  abdomen  a- 
mong  the  vifeera,  the  feet  of  the  child 
touching  the  ftomach  of  the  mother.  The 
intefdnes  were  all  fretted,  and  the  omen¬ 
tum  rotten  and  {linking ;  but  the  uterus 
of  the  natural  appearance. 

N  XIII.  journal  de  Medicine  for  De¬ 
cember  1780. — A  woman,  feven  months 
with  child,  was  in  the  beginning  of  Janu¬ 
ary  thrown  down,  and  fqueezed  between 
a  carriage  and  the  wall.  She  inftantly 
fuffered  the  moft  dreadful  pains  in  the 
abdomen  ;  and  a  flooding  came  on  which 
continued  fix  weeks.  After  that  ceafed, 
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/he  did  not  get  better,  but  remained  in 
a  ftate  of  conftant  buffering  ,  wafting  and 
becoming  weaker  daily,  though  ftie  was 
regular  in  her  periods,  reckoning  from 
the  ceffation  of  the  haemorrhage.  She 
was  received  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  the  June 
following,  having  been  feized  feme  days 
before  with  a  vomiting,  which  never 
abated  while  file  lived.  When  the  body 
was  opened,  a  colledion  of  foetid  matter, 
of  a  brown  colour,  was  found  in  the  ab¬ 
domen  :  the  omentum  was  diffolved,  and 

all  the  part  contiguous  to  the  liver,  had 
undergone  inflammation  and  fuppuration, 

and  had  contracted  adhefxons  with  one 
another.  The  remains  of  a  putrid  child 
were  found  amidft  thefe  adheflons.  The 
uterus,  as  to  colour,  fize,  and  conflu¬ 
ence,  was  in  a  natural  ftate ;  but  a  rent 
was  obferved  on  its  back  part,  which  had 
never  united. 

4 

N°  XIV.  Journal  de  Medicine ,  1780. — « 
A  woman,  about  four  months  with  child, 
having  buffered  fome  great  violence,  an 
uterine  haemorrhage  immediately  followed. 
The  flooding  flopped,  and  the  menfes  ap- 
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peared  a  month  from  that  time ;  and  this 
periodical  difcharge  rendered  it  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  fhe  had  been  pregnant : 
but  the  tumor  of  the  belly  did  not  fub- 
fide.  She  died  five  months  afterwards ; 
and  on  opening  the  body,  a  fetus  was 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  A 
rupture  was  difcernible  in  the  uterus, 
through  which  it  had  efcaped ;  which  was 
clofed  and  cicatrized  on  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  womb,  but  ftill  open  on  that 
towards -the  abdomen. 

N°  XV.  In  June  1778,  about  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs. 
Bagnall,  in  Titchfield-ftreet,  who  had  been 
long  in  labour,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be 
in  great  danger.  She  was  attended  by 
the  gentleman  under  whofe  care  fhe  had 
formerly  been,  and  this  was  her  fifth  child. 
Her  prefent  labour  commenced  on  the  pre~ 
ceeding  day,  and  had  gone  on  regularly, 
though  very  flowly,  to  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  flie  fuddenly-  complained 
of  a  moft  excruciating  pain  in  her  bowels, 
and  immediately  vomited  a  large  quantity 
of  coffee-coloured  fluid.  From  that  mo¬ 
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ment  the  pains  of  labour  ceafed,  and  there 
being  no  progrefs  afterwards  made,  I  was 
at  length  defired  to  fee  her.  From  the  ac¬ 
count  which  was  given  me  before  I  went 
into  the  room  where  the  patient  lay,  I  ex- 
preffed  the  ftrongeft  appprehenfion  of  an 
unfavourable  event  of  this  cafe,  and  really 
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fufpefted  the  accident  which  had  happened. 
I  found  her  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  de¬ 
bility,  with  very  much  of  that  appearance 
obferved  in  the  laft  ftage  of  putrid  fevers  ; 
except  that  fire  was  fenfible,  vehemently 
lamented  her  fituation,  and  begged  in  the 
moft  paffionate  terms  to  be  be  delivered. 
The  head  of  the  child  prefen  ted,  but  was 
fcarcely  within  reach  of  a  common  exami¬ 
nation  ;  it  was  faid  to  have  receded  fince 
the  time  when  the  pains  left  her.  Through 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  I  could 
alfo  perceive  fo  very  diftin&ly  the  feveral 
limbs  of  the  child,  that  I  was  convinced 
it  had  efcaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  through  fome  ruptured  part  of  the 
uterus.  V.  hen  I  made  a  fecond  reprefen- 
tation  to  her  friends,  they  were  defirous  of 
a  confultation,  and  Dr.  Savage  was  called 
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in.  From  the  hiftory,  and  by  examina¬ 
tion,  he  was  foon  convinced  of  the  nature 
of  the  cafe.  1  had  no  idea  of  any  woman 
furviviug  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  under 
any  circumftances ;  and  therefore  confl- 
dered  an  attempt  to  extract  the  child  not 
only  as  hopelefs,  but  likely  to  anfwer  no 
other  end,  than  that  of  aggravating  the 
fufferings  of  the  patient.  But  the  Do Cr 
tor  being  refolute  in  his  opinion,  that  we 
ought  to  attempt  the  delivery,  I  was  eafdy 
convinced  by  the  arguments  of  my  very 
worthy  and  ingenious  triend  to  accede  to 
his  propofal,  and  fat  down  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  In  my  endeavours  to  trace  the  body 
of  the  child,  I  foon  came  to  the  ruptured 
part,  through  which,  in  fearch  of  the  feet, 
I  parted  my  hand  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abbomen.  The  fenfation  given  by  the 
touch  of  the  naked  vifcera,  was  beyond 
expreffion  dreadful ;  but  I  proceeded, 
and  found  no  difficulty  in  the  operation, 
till  the  body  of  the  child  was  extracted; 
but  the  head  flicking  at  the  fuperior  aper¬ 
ture  of  the  pelvis,  whilft  we  were  ftriving 
to  bring  it  away,  the  patient  expired. 

On 
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On  the  following  day  we  were  permitted 
to  open  the  body.  The  abdomen  was  very 
much  tumified,  and  inflated  near  the  cen¬ 
ter,  where  it  had  a  difpofition  to  burft. 
On  making  an  inciflon  through  the  in¬ 
teguments,  there  was  a  ftrong  gufh  of  pu¬ 
trid  air,  and  then  was  difeovered  a  great 
quantity  of  bloody  ferurn  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen ;  the  contents  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  peritonaeum,  had  that  ap¬ 
pearance  often  feen  in  the  higheft  degree 
of  the  puerperal  fever.  The  fundus  of 
the  uterus  was  regularly  contracted,  and 
apparently  healthy ;  but  this  being  turned 
downwards,  a  large  opening  was  perceiv¬ 
ed  in  that  part  of  the  cervix  which  joins 
the  uterus,  direCtiy  oppofite  to  the  pro¬ 
jection  of  the  facrum.  The  part  ruptured, 
together  with  the  contiguous  parts,  both 
of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  were  of  their 
ufual  degree  of  thicknefs,  but  in  a  ftate 
of  gangrene. 

Dec.  1 8, 1784,  Thomas  Denman. 
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IT  appears  from  a  variety  of  inftances, 
that  a  rupture  may  happen  in  any  part  of 
the  uterus,  and  in  every  direftion,  but 
that  its  inferior  portion  is  mo  ft  liable  to 
this  accident  :  and  that  the  parts  which 
come  moil  immediately  in  contact  with 
the  bones  of  the  pubis  and  facrum,  are 
thofe  which  moft  frequently  give  way  in 
the  time  of  labour. 

From  an  attentive  confideration  of  the 
ftate  of  the  uterus,  with  its  contents,  in 
the  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  it  cannot  be 
thought  likely  to  fuffer  this  injury,  while 
the  membranes  remain  unbroken  ;  unlefs 
in  confequence  of  fome  great  violence,  ca¬ 
pable  of  rupturing  both  uterus  and  mem¬ 
branes  at  the  fame  inftant.  In  the  natu¬ 
ral  pofition  of  the  foetus  in  utero ,  the  limbs 
are  generally  difpofed  in  a  manner  as  com- 
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pad  as  the  figure  of  fuch  parts  will  admit  j 
and  while  the  liquor  amnii  is  retained, 
every  inequality  is  compleatly  filled  up. 
But  as  there  are  frequent  deviations  from 
this  commodious  difpofition  of  parts,  it 
may  often  happen  that  the  knee,  the  elbow, 
the  fnoulder,  or  even  the  head,  will  be 
thrown  fo  far  out  of  the  ufual  oval  outline, 
as  to  become  offenfively  prominent.  If 
this  inequality  cannot  be  reduced  into 
form,  by  the  firfl  efforts  of  the  uterus  af¬ 
ter  the  difcharge  of  the  liquor  amnii ;  if 
the  efforts  be  violent  and  irregular ;  the, 
refiftance  to  the  defcent  of  the  child  very 
great  ;  and  the  fame  portion  of  the  uterus 
repeatedly  and  ftrongly  forced  againfl  the 
projecting  part,  on  the  return  of  each 
pain ;  it  is  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  its  fibres 
may  at  laft  give  way.  Should  the  obfta- 
cle  to  the  advancement  of  the  child  be  at 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  it  will  act  more 
powerfully,  by  keeping  the  uterus  from 
contracting  in  its  length  :  and  if  the 
thicknefs  of  this  organ  can  be  diminifhed 
by  firetching  or  rubbing,  as  is  commonly 
believed  ;  or  if  the  firmnefs  of  its  texture 
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fhould  be  weakened  by  inflammation,  ul¬ 
ceration  or  gangrene,  the  patient  will  be 
rendered  ftill  more  fatally  liable  to  this  ac¬ 
cident.  Though  a  narrownefs  of  the  pel¬ 
vis  by  increafing  the  refiftance  to  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  uterus,  will  render  it  more 
liable  to  be  ruptured;  yet  fuch  an  accident 
has  been  known  to  happen  in  a  pelvis  not 
ill-formed,  even  when  the  head  of  the  child 
had  advanced  fo  far  as  to  protrude  the  peri- 
Jmnxnm.  Many  writers  have  confldered  the 
fetus  as  the  principal  agent  in  producing 
a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  but  I  believe  it 
muft  be  altogether  paffive.  The  weak  ac¬ 
tion  of  its  mufcles  cannot  be  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  an  effeft,  where  they  have  fo  lit¬ 
tle  room  for  exertion  ;  and  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  has 
happened  after  the  child  had  been  dead  a 
confiderable  time  ;  which  was  evident 
from  the  appearance  of  the  cuticle.  The 
uterus  may  likewife  be  torn  by  attempts 
to  turn  the  child  in  utero  5  and  by  the  un- 
fkilful  ufe  of  inftruments  in  cafes  of  la¬ 
borious  parturition. 
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The  figns  enumerated  by  authors,  as 
portending  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  are  too 
uncertain  and  equivocal  to  enable  us  to 
found  on  them  any  general  rule  of  prac¬ 
tice  :  Yet,  I  muft,  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fefs,  that  was  another  cafe  to  occur,  refem- 
bling  in  moft  of  its  previous  circumftances, 
that  which  I  have  juft  related,  I  fhould 
be  tempted  to  turn  the  child  and  extract  it 
by  the  feet.  For  I  fhall  ever  retain  the 
moft  lively  impreffion  of  the  nature  and 
appearance  of  the  poor  woman’s  throes  ; 
of  the  agonizing  fenfations  they  feemed  to 
excite  in  her ;  and  the  little  effeCt  they  had 
in  propelling  the  child  :  Theft,  with  a  re¬ 
collection  of  the  alarming  accident  of  the 
rupture  of  the  uterus  which  followed, 
would  amount  to  a  degree  of  internal  evi¬ 
dence  of  what  I  had  to  apprehend,  which 
I  fhould  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  re¬ 
ject.  But  language  is  too  feeble  to  convey 
thefe  circumftances  to  the  mind  of  another, 
with  force  fufficient  to  produce  that  irrefif- 
tible  conviction  which  they  would  not  fail 
of  bringing  to  mine. 


A  voi- 
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A  violent  pain  fixed  in  one  particular 
part,  might  perhaps  be  dated  as  a  circum- 
fiance  that  fhould  excite  our  fears  of  an 
impending  rupture,  more  drongly  than  any 
other.  In  Mrs.  Manning,  the  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  pubis,  was  by  much  the 
mod  didreffing  of  her  complaints.  Though 
in  obferving  her  attentively  during  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  a  pain,  fhe  appeared  from  the  con- 
torfions  of  her  body  to  fbffer  the  fevered: 
pangs  in  the  whole  region  of  the  pelvis  ; 
yet  in  anfwer  to  particular  queflions,  fhe 
sexpreiTed  herfelf,  as  if  the  intolerable  ago¬ 
ny  was  confined  to  a  very  fmall  fpot  near 
the  arch  of  the  pubis.  M.  St ei dele  s  patient, 
N°  IX.  fuffered  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
during  the  whole  time  of  labour,  from  a 
violent  and  unremitting  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  os  facrum. 

When  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  has  really 
happened,  it  is  generally  marked  by  fymp- 
toms  which  are  decifive  ;  but  it  being  a 
cafe  which  occurs  fo  very  rarely,  they  do 
not  immediately  create  fufpicions.  When 
labour  has  continued  violent  a  confidera- 

ble 
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Lie  time ;  if  a  pain  expreffive  of  peculiar 
agony  is  followed  by  a  difcharge  of  blood, 
and  an  immediate  reflation  of  the  throes 
there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  this  mifchief. 
If  naufea  and  langour  fucceed,  with  a 
feeble  and  irregular  pulfe,  cold  fweat, 
reaching,  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  an  ina¬ 
bility  to  lie  in  an  horizontal  pofture,  faint¬ 
ing  or  convulfions,  there  is  ftill  more  rea-* 
fon  to  fufpeft  the  nature  of  the  cafe  :  But 
if  the  prefenting  part  of  the  child,  which 
was  before  plainly  to  be  diftinguifhed,  has 
receded  and  can  be  no  longer  felt  ;  and 
its  form  and  members  can  be  traced 
through  -the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
there  is  evidence  fufficient,  I  believe,  to  de¬ 
termine  that  the  uterus  i’s  ruptured.  The 
labour  pain  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
rupture  is  fuppofed  to  have  happened,  is 
often  defcribed  by  the  patient  as  being 
fimilar  to  cramp  5  and  as  if  fomething 
was  tearing  and  giving  way  within  them. 

It  has  been  faid  likewife,  to  have  produced 
a  noife  which  could  be  heard  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  prefent„ 


D 


When 


/  ,  . 

[  5°  I 

When  the  head  of  the  fetus  is  wedged 
among  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  or  an  arm 
entangled  in  the  vagina  or  os  externum, 
the  cafe  is  deprived  of  its  two  moft  dif- 
tinguifhing  figns  ?  The  prefenting  part 
will  be  prevented  from  receding  *  and  lefs 
of  the  child  being  allowed  to  efcape  by  the 
rupture,  it  will  not  be  fo  diftinftly  felt 
through  the  integuments.  Such  a  cafe 
really  occurred  within  thefe  few  years  y  ill 
which,  from  the  head  not  receding,  the 
nature  of  the  patient's  fituation*  was  not 
known,  till  the  body  was  examined  after 
her  death  ;  when  the  head  was  found  fo 
firmly  wedged  within  the  brim  of  the  pel¬ 
vis,  that  it  required  confiderable  force  to 
pull  it  out.  A  friend  of  mine  has  lately 
met  with  another  inftance  of  that  uncer¬ 
tainty,  which  muft  neceffarily  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  child's  remaining  fixed  in  its 
pofition,  after  a  rupture  has  taken  place. 
In  his  patient  N°  VI.  there  was  no  fymp- 
tom  which  could  give  the  alarm,  till  the 
appearance  of  thofe  arifmg  from  debility. 
The  ftrong  efforts  of  labour  generally  ceafe 
from  the  time  a  rupture  takes  place ;  yet 

alter- 
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alternating,  though  ineffectual  pains,  will 
in  fome  cafes,  continue  for  a  confiderable 
time  ;  and  an  uneafy  and  painful  fenfk- 
tion  often  remains  in  one  (pot,  after  the 
child  and  placenta  are  extracted. 

When  it  is  certain  that  the  uterus  is  rup¬ 
tured,  every  one  muff  be  fenfible,  that  the 
woman  is  in  a  ftate  of  the  extremeft  dan¬ 
ger  ;  whether  we  confider  the  importance 
of  the  vifcus  itfelf,  the  exceffive  haemor¬ 
rhage  that  often  enfues,  or  the  violence  to 
which  the  abdominal  vifcera  are  expofed, 
from  the  preffure  of  a  fubftance  fo  bulky 
and  fo  heavy  as  the  body  of  a  child,  at  the 
full  time.  Indeed,  her  fituation  is  fo  very 
hazardous,  that  if  the  means  to  be  under¬ 
taken  for  her  relief  are  not  fpeedily  ap¬ 
plied,  fhe  will  foon  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  affiftance. 

The  horrible  expedient  of  making  an 
incifion  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  for  the  extraction  of  the  child,  af¬ 
fords  very  little  profpeCt  of  recovery  to 
the  mother.  For  if  a  rupture  of  the 

D  2  uterus 


[  52  3 

uterus  is  of  itfelf  an  injury  fo  generally 
fatal,  what  is  the  patient  likely  to  gain  by 
combining  the  dangers  of  fuch  an  accident, 
with  thole  of  a  penetrating  wound  which 
will  expofe  the  abdominal  vifcera  ?  The 
operation  is  faid  to  have  been  performed 
with  fuccefs  in  a  few  inftances  :  But  the 
hiftories  which  I  have  read,  are  told  in 
terms  fo  general,  as  not  to  be  very  fatis- 
fadtory.  In  a  cafe  related  in  the  Journal 
de  Me  de  cine ,  on  making  an  incifion 
through  the  integuments,  the  inteftines 
were  found  inflamed  and  fuppurating;  and 
the  wound  afterwards  became  an  artificial 
anus.  Neither  does  this  operation  promife 
to  be  very  inftrumental  in  laving  the  in¬ 
fant  :  Since  the  placenta  is  often  feparat- 
,  ed  by  the  adtion  of  the  uterus  ;  and  (as 

Tn  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Manning,  in  N°  VI. 

•  > 

X.  XL  and  XII.)  forced  with  the  fcetus 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The 
powers  of  life  in  the  child  will  foon  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  confequence  of  this  repara¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  any  hope  to  prefer ve 
it,  ought  to  have  very  little  weight  in  di¬ 
recting  the  meafures  to  be  purfued ;  of 

which 
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which  the  mother  fhould  be  the  only  ob~ 
jed  while  lire  is  alive.  The  pradice  is 
quite  exploded  in  this  country  ;  nor  do  I 
believe  it  is  ever  thought  of,  excepting 
with  the  hope  of  faving  the  life  of  a  child, 
when  the  mother  is  certainly  dead. 

It  is  not,  however,  fuflicient,  that  an 
attempt  is  made  to  check  unfeeling  bold- 
nefs,  if  there  is  not  likewife  an  endeavour 
to  avert  the  confequences  of  a  too  cau¬ 
tious  and  timid  mode  of  practice.  There 
is  a  paffive  as  well  as  an  adive  inhumanity ; 
which  though  lefs  fhocking  in  appearance, 
is  not  lefs  dangerous  in  its  efteds.  A  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  gravid  uterus  is  confeffedly  a 
cafe,  which  the  experience  of  the  paid  and 
of  the  prefent  time  has  rendered  almoft<  '  * 
hopelefs.  Yet  it  might  be  worth  enquir¬ 
ing,  whether  the  inftances  of  recovery 
would  have  been  fo  very  rare,  had  we  not 
fo  generally  given  way  to  an  almoft  crimi¬ 
nal  defpondency.  The  cafe  I  have  related, 
is  decifive  as  to  the  poffibility  of  recovery ; 
and  the  other  hiftories  which  I  have  cited, 
though  not  fo  conclufive  as  I  could  with, 

P  3  contain 
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contain  each  of  them,  fome  circumftance, 
which  ought  to  encourage  us  to  try  in  fu¬ 
ture,  what  immediate  delivery  may  be  able 
to  effeCt;  fmce  it  does  not  appear,  that  any 
thing  has  hitherto  been  gained  by  a  con¬ 
trary  conduCl. 

The  objections  to  immediate  delivery 
in  cafes,  where  all,  or  great  eft  part  of  a 
child,  has  efcaped  through  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
jnuft  principally  arife  from  the  following 
circumftances  : 

Firft,  From  the  extreme  danger  of  the 
original  complaint,  as  affording  no  hope 
of  recovery. 

Secondly,  From  the  increafed  difficulty 
of  delivery,  in  confequence  of  the  con¬ 
traction  of  the  uterus. 

Thirdly,  From  the  fear,  that  the  mif- 
chief  already  done  to  the  parts,  muft  be 
fo  aggravated  by  the  introduction  of  the 
hand  and  the  extraction  of  the  fetus,  as 

4  to 
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to  render  the  death  of  the  patient  inevh* 
table. 

Under  the  moft  favourable  circumftances 
which  can  attend  a  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
it  mu  ft  ftill  be  acknowledged  a  cafe  of  the 
greateft  danger.  But  the  cafe  of  Mrs* 
Manning,  and  thofe  of  N°  L  II.  III. 
prove,  £  That  if  is  an  accident  of  itfelf  not 
certainly  mortal  f -and  of  courfe  obviate 
$he  firft  objection  ;  N°  VII.  likewife  a  ft- 
fords  fome  encouragement  to  hope,  as  the 
patient  furvived  the  rupture  fix  and  twen¬ 
ty  days,  and  feerps  at  laft  to  have  funk 

under  another  difeafe. 

* 

Many  facts  can  be  adduced  to  weaken 
the  force  of  the  fecond  objection.  N°  I. 
IV.  V.  VIII.  evince  the  eafe  with  which 
delivery  may  be  performed  ;  and  in 
ND  VI.  IX.  XV.  and  in  Mrs.  Manning’s 
cafe,  the  obftacle  to  fpeedy  delivery  did 
not  proceed  from  the  uterus,  but  from  the 
narrownefs  of  the  pelvis r  N°  VII.  proves, 
Shat,  even  on  the  third  day  after  the  rup¬ 
ture,  the  contraction  of  the  uterus  did 

D  4  no$ 
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not  materially  obftruCt  the  extraction  of 
the  child,  though  that  of  the  os  tincae 
fomewliat  retarded  it.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  in  N"  V.  the  child  was  turned  and  ex¬ 
tracted  with  fo  much  eafe,  that  La  Motje 
himfelf  expreffes  it,  en  moins  d'un  Miferere  \ 
yet  on  examination  of  the  body  after 
death,  the  uterus  was  found  fo  contracted, 
that  he  could  then  introduce  only  the  tip 
of  his  little  finger  into  the  rupture.  This 
great  contractile  power  of  the  uterus, 
when  emptied  of  its  contents,  muft  be 
favourable  to  the  procefs  of  healing  in 
wounds  or  rupture,  by  diminifhing  their 
extent,  and  bringing  the  divided  parts 
more  into  contact.  But  the  prefence  of 
any  confiderable  extraneous  fubftance, 
even  in  the  abdomen,  feems,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  to  counteract  this  power  of  con¬ 
traction. 

In  addition  to  the  fecond  objection  it 
has  been  urged,  that  it  is  inhuman  to  in- 
create  the  mifery  of  the  patient  by  endea¬ 
vours  which  are  painful,  yet  do  not  pro- 
ynife  to  be  fuccefsful ;  but  which  will  tend 
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to  fhorten  the  little  time  fhe  might  other- 
wife  furvive  the  accident.  That  the  ex¬ 
traction  of  the  child  in  fuch  cafes,  is  not 
complained  of  by  the  patient  as  a  very 
painful  operation,  I  know  from  that 
which  I  have  related  :  and  there  are  in- 
ftances,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the 
patients  themfelves  have  expreffed  both 
furprife  and  comfort,  in  being  delivered 
with  fo  little  additional  pain.  Admitting 
that  the  efforts  ufed  to  extraft  the  child 
might  poffibly  haften  the  patient’s  death ; 
yet  fare,  if  that  affords  the  moft  remote 
chance  of  recovery,  it  cannot  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  fmalleft  confideration,  in  cafe 
file  fhould  die,  whether  fhe  lived  twelve 
or  twenty-four  hours. 

Since  ruptures  of  the  uterus  are  neither 
immediately  nor  certainly  mortal  ;  fince 
the  fuppofed  contraction  of  the  uterus,  is 
po  obftacle  to  the  extraction  of  the  foetus, 
nor  the  caufe  of  greater  fuffering  to  the 
patient,  the  third  objection  is  already  an¬ 
swered,  and  the  fair  conclufion  will  be, 

that 
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that  the  means  ufed  to  deliver,  cannot  in- 
creafe  the  danger  of  the  woman’s  fituation. 


Befides  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  delivery,  on  the  fcore  of  pain 
and  danger  to  the  woman,  it  has  been 
fuggefted,  that  the  conftitution,  if  not  far¬ 
ther  difturbed,  might  be  able  to  accom¬ 
modate  itfelf  to  this  unufual  fituation 
of  the  foetus  -3  or  by  fome  extraordinary 
exertion  of  its  powers,  after  a  great  change 
produced  in  the  foft  parts  of  the  child, 
direCt  thofe  which  remained  and  could  not 
be  altered,  where  they  might  be  expelled 
from  the  body  of  the  mother  with  lefs 
danger  to  her  life,  than  would  have  at¬ 
tended  the  extraction  of  the  whole  foetus, 
foon  after  the  original  accident. 


Slender  muft  be  the  hope,  I  believe, 
that  the  conftitution  can  ever  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  fuch  a  gueft.  There  are  indeed 
a  few  ftories  told,  of  children  remaining 
many  years  within  the  mother’s  body, 
without  caufing  much  inconvenience  5 
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where  they  are  faid  fometimes  to  have 
petrified.  But,  without  either  admitting 
or  rejecting  the  petrefaftions,  I  cannot 
think  two  or  three  extraordinary  inftances' 
are  fufficient  to  warrant  an  expectation, 
which  may  tempt  a  timid  or  a  vifionary 
man,  to  let  flip  an  opportunity  of  shift¬ 
ing  his  patient,  with  a  more  reafonable 
expectation  of  fuccefs.  Neither  can  the 
hiftories  which  give  an  account  of  the 
bones  of  a  foetus  being  difcharged  by  the 
anus,  or  from  abfceffes  formed  about  the 
navel  or  neighbouring  parts,  be  properly 
urged  in  fupport  of  the  opinion  of  thofe, 
who  difcourage  the  immediate  extraftion 
of  the  child  in  cafes  of  a  rupture  of  the 
uterus.  Thefe  have  moft  probably  been 
extra  -  uterine  conceptions,  which  from 
their  very  minute  beginning  and  gradual 
increafe,  are  long  before  they  excite  any 
difturbance  in  the  conftitution.  Poffefling 
the  principles  of  life,  they  immediately 
adhere  and  derive  their  nouriftiment  from 
the  mother ;  and  being  inveloped  in  their 
own  membranes,  and  prefenting  a  fmooth 
furface  to  the  contiguous  parts,  they  pro¬ 
duce 
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duce  no  irritation  till  they  offend  by  their 
bulk.  The  firft  effedt  of  this  is  probably  a 
flight  degree  of  the  adhefive  inflammation, 
by  which  the  ovum  becoming  ftiil  more 
firmly  connected  with  foine  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  vifcera,  its  increafing  weight  will  con- 
fequently  be  fupported  with  lefs  incon¬ 
venience  to  the  woman.  Some  circum- 
ftances  capable  of  extinguifliing  life  in 
the  foetus  occuring  at  laft,  it  is  reduced 
to  the  ftate  of  a  mere  extraneous  mafs 
within  the  woman's  body,  and  thence 
more  offenfive  to  the  conftitution  than 
before ;  the  powers  of  which  will  be  ex¬ 
cited  to  get  rid  of  a  fubftance  now  no 
longer  a  part  of  it.  Ulceration  is  the 
method  which  nature  ufes  to  effedt  this 

»  -r 

purpofe,  and  (the  foft  parts  being  firft  ab¬ 
ler  bed)  the  bones  are  guided  by  that  pro- 
cefs  to  the  neareft  external  furface  3  to  the 
{kin,  or  to  the  inteftinal  canal,  which  is 
external  with  refpedt  to  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  adhefions  which  have 
been  previoufly  formed  with  the  perito¬ 
neal  lining  of  the  abdomen,  or  covering 
©f  the  inteftines,  will  determine  the  point¬ 
ing 
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ing  of  the  abfcefs,  from  which  the  bones 
of  the  foetus  are  at  laft  to  be  expelled,  if 
the  powers  of  life  do  not  fink  before  that 
can  be  performed. 

Having  endeavoured  to  ftiew  how  little 
relief  is  to  be  expected  from  any  power 
which  we  can  fuppofe  the  conftitution  to 
have  over  a  foetus,  in  fuch  circumftances 
as  I  have  defcribed,  I  fhall  next  attempt  to 
point  out  the  pernicious  effects  which  its 

remaining  in  the  abdomen  muft  inevitably 
produce. 

The  increafed  fufceptibility  of  irrita¬ 
tion  which  prevails  in  a  ftate  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  the  preflure  which  the  abdominal 
vifcera  fuftain  from  the  increafing  uterus 
and  refitting  integuments,  and  the  adtion 
of  the  uterus  and  mufcles  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  in  the  fevere  pangs  of  labour,  will 
all  difpofe  the  peritoneum  to  be  more 
readily  affedted  by  any  new  irritating  \ 
caufe.  It  is  eafy,  therefore,  to  imagine, 
how  much  parts  very  fufceptible  of  irrita¬ 
tion  muft  be  liable  to  fuffer,  from  the  pre- 

fence 
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fence  of  an  extraneous  mafs  fo  confider- 
able  as  a  child  near  the  full  time :  and  as 
that  is  not  only  out  of  place,  but  uncon¬ 
fined,  it  mull;  follow  the  motion  of  the 
woman’s  body,  and  by  its  mere  weight, 
rub  and  bruife  the  tender  fubftance  of  the 
vifcera  among  which  it  lies. 

The  fever,  which  fometimes  feizes  lying- 
in  women,  affords  a  ffrong  proof  of  the 
particular  difpofition  of  the  peritoneal 
coat  to  inflame  at  that  time.  Originat¬ 
ing  from  fome  caufe  too  inconfiderable  or 
too  fubtle  to  be  readily  detected,  it  is  yet 
fo  adtive  as  frequently  to  deflroy  the  pa¬ 
tient  in  a  very  fhort  time.  The  difieftion 
of  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  have  died  of 
this  difeafe,  fhows  how  violently  the  ab¬ 
dominal  vifcera  are  affected,  particularly 
the  inteftines,  mefentery,  and  omentum. 
Every  degree  of  mifchief,  from  the 
flighted:  adhefive  inflammation,  to  a  com- 
pleat  gangrene,  being  fometimes  evident 
in  the  fame  body.  Befides  other  appear¬ 
ances  of  inflammation  on  the  inteftines, 
they  are  found  adhering  in  different  places, 

as 
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as  if  glewed  together,  and  their  furface 
fometimes  covered  with  a  thick  matter. 
The  omentum  is  often  almoft  waftedj 
what  remains  having  become  black  and 
putrid.  In  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ferous  fluid  is 
generally  found  5  fometimes  mixed  with 
pus,  and  having  pieces  of  a  thicker  matter 
like  curds  fwimming  in  it.  This  fluid 
varies  in  quantity  and  colour,  and  is 
commonly  putrid.  Whether  thefe  difeafed 
appearances  in  the  abdomen  are  caufe  or 
effefr,  producing  the  fever,  or  produced 
by  it,  they  equally  prove  the  ftrong  dif- 
pofition  which  the  parts  have  to  inflame 
in  a  puerperal  ftate :  and  make  it  more 
eafy  to  conceive  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  which  mull  arife  from  the  body 
of  a  child  remaining  among  the  bowels, 
then  fo  peculiarly  fufceptible  of  every 
fpecies  of  irritation.  In  fail,  the  fymp- 
toms  and  appearances  in  a  woman  who 
has  furvived  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  fome 
days,  very  much  refemble  thofe  arifing 
from  puerperal  fever. 
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The  only  fymptoms  which  required 
medical  treatment  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Manning,  were  thofe  which  indicated  a 
flight  degree  of  peritoneal  inflammation ; 
though  the  foetus  could  not  have  remained 
among  the  vifcera  much  more  than  three 
hours.  In  the  cafe  N°  X.  there  were  evi¬ 
dent  ligns  of  inflammation,  Pouteau 
in  N°  XI.  defcribes  the  uterus  as  being 
of  a  lively  red  colour  refembling  inflam¬ 
mation.  Saviakd  exprefsly  fays,  N°  XII. 
that  the  inteftines  were  fretted  {tom  rongez ) 
and  the  omentum  rotten  and  flunking.  In 
cafe  N°  IX.  of  M.  Steidele,  many  of 
the  fymptoms  which  threatened  the  moft 
immediate  danger  abated  during  the  firfl 
and  fecond  days  after  delivery  ;  from 
which  time  to  the  patient’s  death,  almofl: 
all  the  fymptoms  were  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  attend  the  puerperal  fever.  And 
the  appearances  on  the  body  being  opened, 
were  the  fame  as  are  often  obferved  in  wo¬ 
men  who  die  of  that  difeafe.  N°  VII.  ex¬ 
hibits  {hiking  marks  of  the  fame  kind  of 
mifchief  having  taken  place  5  and  the  re- 
femblance  was  fo  ftrong  in  N°  XV.  that 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Denman  has  made  the  fame  compa- 
rifon.  In  this  laft  mentioned  cafe,  though 
the  rupture  does  not  feem  to  have  taken 
place  above  fifteen  or  fixteen  hours  before 
death,  yet  the  figns  of  peritoneal  inflam¬ 
mation  apparent  on  opening  the  body, 
were  of  the  moft  ft r iking  fort.  The  fymp- 
toms  in  N°  VI.  which  came  on  before  the 
patient  died,  appear  to  have  been  effefts  of 
the  fame  fpecies  of  inflammation :  And 
the  abdominal  hardnefs,  tenfion  and  fore- 
nefs,  which  La  Motte  defcribes  in 
N°  IV.  even  before  delivery,  lead  one  to 
fuppofe  that  its  progrefs  is  often  very  rapid. 
Although  the  woman  N°  XIII.  lived  five 
months  after  the  accident  by  which  the 
uterus  appears  to  have  been  ruptured, 
yet  fhe  loft  ftrength,  and  her  health  de¬ 
clined  daily  from  that  time ;  and  on  in- 
fpefting  the  body  after  death,  the  fetid 
matter  found  in  the  abdomen,  the  wafted 
omentum,  the  adhering  vifcera,  with  the 
marks  of  inflammation  and  fuppuration 
which  were  evident  on  thefe  parts,  all  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  peritoneal  coat  had  been 
principally  affefted.  The  uterus  was  in  a 
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natural  ftate  as  to  colour,  fize,  and  firm- 
nefs  of  texture,  but  the  edges  of  the 
rupture  had  not  united.  The  powers  of 
the  conftitution,  in  this  woman’s  cafe, 
feemed  to  have  made  great  efforts  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  impending  mifchief,  by  form¬ 
ing  adhefions  between  the  parts  in  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  liver,  to  prevent  the  foetus 
from  rolling  about.  But  the  irritating 
caufe  continuing  to  aft,  nature  at  laft  funk 
under  the  difeafe ;  by  which  the  uterus 
appeared  to  have  been  lefs  affefted,  than  any 
other  of  the  neighbouring  vile  era.  The 
gradual  decline  of  this  patient’s  health, 
bears  a  great  refemblance  to  the  eifefts  of 

o 

that  heftic  fever,  which,  in  two  or  three 
inftances,  1  have  feen  follow  the  peritoneal 
inflammation. 

The  recovery  of  the  patients  N°  I.  and 
II.  may  have  been,  in  a  great  meafu re,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  vifeera  having  fuftained  little  or 
no  injury ;  as  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  child  in  either  cafe,  had  been  in 

^ie  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Dr.  Kamil- 

» 

•ton,  N°  IIL  fays,  c  that  a  fhoukler  only,  of 

the 
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the  child  protruded  into  the  abdomen  in 
which  Situation  it  could  not  give  much  dis¬ 
turbance  to  the  vifcera.  It  will  not  be  im- 

< 

proper  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  inteftine  Sometimes  falls  into 
the  rupture,  as  in  N°  I.  and  III.  which  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  reduce  with  great  care  ; 
and  as  the  interpofition  of  a  very  Small 
part  would  prevent  the  lips  uniting,  and 
pioduce  irritation  and  inflammation,  it 
may  be  advifeable  to  purfue  the  method 
pra&ifed  by  Rungius  of  keeping  his  hand 
in  the  uterus ,  till  that  is  Sufficiently  con- 

y 

trafted  to  prevent  its  happening  again. 

Abftradted  from  the  particular  injury 
which  the  abdominal  vifcera  themfelves  are 
liable  to  fuftain,  the  wound  of  the  uterus 
can  have  little  difpofition  to  unite,  while  the 
body  of  a  child  is  adting  on  all  the  fur¬ 
rounding  parts  as  a  conftant  and  powerful 
ftimulus.  N°  XIII.  and  XIV.  may  be 

y 

considered  as  proofs  of  the  effefts  of  Such 
a  caufe  :  iince  in  N°  XIII.  the  healing  pro- 
cefs  had  never  begun,  and  in  N°  XIV.  it 
had  not  been  compleated  in  the  whole  five 

E  2  months 
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months  which  thefe  women  furvived  the 
accident.  Whenever  the  fubjeft  required 
that  I  fhould  reafon  from  opinions  refpedling 
inflammation  and  the  actions  connected 
with  it,  I  have  availed  myfelf  of  thofe 
adopted  by  Mr.  Hunter,  as  being  beft 
calculated  to  folve  all  their  various  pheno¬ 
mena. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  two  lafl:  cafes, 
the  functions  of  the  uterus  feem  not  to  have 
been  altogether  interrupted  by  the  accident 
which  had  happened.  In  N°  XIII.  the 
menfes  returned  after  feme  time,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  flow  regularly ;  without  being  af¬ 
fected,  either  by  the  ftate  of  the  wound,  or 
by  the  mifchief  brought  on  the  other  vif- 
cera  j  and  the  fame  regularity  had  taken 
place  in  N°  XIV.  In  the  lafl:  cafe  the 
uterine  portion  .of  the  rupture  had  united, 
while  the  peritoneal  remained  unhealed. 

The  moft  favourable  fituation  for  the 
efforts  of  nature  to  produce  adhefions  and 
carry  on  a  procefs  for  relieving  the  conffi- 

tution  of  iuch  a  load,  is  undoubtedly 

when 
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when  the  rupture  of  the  uterus  has  been 

JL 

the  effedt  of  accident  5  the  powers  of  the 
conftitution  being  unimpaired  and  equal 
to  the  greateft  exertions.  Yet  in  N°  XIIL 
and  XIV.  under  fuch  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  with  this  farther  advantage, 
that  the  woman  in  one  cafe  was  in  the 
leventh  month,  in  the  other  only  in  the 
fourth,  and  of  courfe  the  children  fmall : 
Nature  was  unequal  to  the  talk,  and  after 
many  efforts  funk  under  the  attempt  in  a 
few  months.  Hence  we  may  conclude, 
how  little  hope  remains  of  a  favourable 
-event,  when  the  foetus  has  attained  its  full 
growth,  and  the  conftitutional  powers  of 
the  mother  are  weakened  and  deranged  by 
a  tedious  and  fevere  labour. 

When  rupture  is  the  effect  of  fome  ex¬ 
ternal  violence,  it  may  happen  at  a  period 
of  geftation,  when  the  os  uteri  is  not  dii- 
pofed  to  relax,  and  delivery  by  the  natu¬ 
ral  paffage  will  confequently  be  rendered 
extremely  difficult  or  impracticable :  but 
an  attempt  to  dilate,  for  the  purpofe  of 
extracting  the  child,  fhould  always  be 
2  made. 
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made,  excepting  in  the  very  early  months 
of  pregnancy. 

In  enumerating  phe  figns  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  uterus,  I  have  mentioned  as 
the  moil  decifive,  the  retroceffion  of  the 
parts  of  the  child  which  had  prefented, 
and  the  eafe  with  which  the  form  of  its 
limbs  can  be  traced  through  the  integu¬ 
ments.  If  previous  to  the  accident  the 
head  has  been  fo  wedged  among  the  bones, 
or  any  other  part  fo  entangled  in  the  paf- 
fage  that  it  cannot  recede,  we  fhall.  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  judging  from  fymp- 
toms,  which  do  not  fo  clearly  point  out  the 
nature  of  the  mifehief.  Thefe  may  fome- 
times  be  fo  mild  at  firft,  as  to  give  no 
immediate  alarm ;  but  in  general,  they 
will  be  fufficiently  marked  to  determine 
the  dangerous  lituation  of  the  patient ;  and 
to  point  out  the  propriety  of  affifting  her, 
by  judicious  attempts  to  deliver.  Symp¬ 
toms  of  great  debility  coming  on  after  a 
fudden  ceffation  of  firong  pains,  ought 
always  to.be  confidered  as  indications  of 
particular  danger. 


•  Should 
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Should  it  be  allowed,  that  I  have  made 
a  proper  fele&ion  of  cafes  to  illuftate  my 
opinion  on  this  iubjett,  and  that  I  have 
reafoned  juftly  from  the  fads  which  they 
contain,  I  think  the  following  conclufions 
may  be  admitted : 

Firft,  That  in  a  rupture  of  the  gravid 
uterus,  which  has  even  allowed  a  fcetus 
to  pafs  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
the  cafe  is  not  to  be  coufidered  as  abfo- 
lutely  hopelefs. 

Secondly,  That  the  danger  of  fuch  a 
cafe,  is  as  much  in  confequence  of  the 
injury  which  the  vifcera  fuftain  from  the 
child  remaining  in  the  cavity  of  the,  ab¬ 
domen,  as  from  that  which  is  done  to  the 
uterus  itfelf. 

Thirdly,  That  the  danger  will  gene¬ 
rally  be  in  proportion  to  the  time  the 
child  is  buffered  to  remain  among  the  vif¬ 
cera,  and  to  the  fufceptibility  of  irrita¬ 
tion  which  prevails  in  the  conlfitution  of 
the  patient  at  the  time. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  That  delivery  affords  the  only 
profpedl  of  recovery  to  the  patient,  and 
fhonkl  therefore  be  effeded  as  foon  as  the 
circumftances  will  permit. 

Although  thefe  inferences  may  be  fairly 
deducible  from  what  has  been  laid,  yet 
circumftances  will  frequently  arife,  in  a 
cafe  of  fuch  complicated  danger,  which 
will  baffle  all  reafoning  from  general  prin¬ 
ciples:  For  when  rupture  is  the  confe- 
ouence  of  fome  violent  difeafe  having 
affeded  the  fubftance  of  the  uterus  it- 
felf,  no  advantage  is  to  be  expected  from 
any  meafure  that  can  be  tried.  When 
the  accident  is  attended  with  exceffive 
haemorrhage,  death  too  generally  happens, 
before  it  is  poffible,  with  any  certainty,  to 
determine  the  nature  of  the  complaint : 
and  even  if  the  haemorrhage  fhould  not 
be  fo  violent  as  to  deftroy  the  patient  very 
fuddenly,  it  may  yet  be  fo  confiderable, 
as  by  greatly  diminifhing  the  powers  of 
life,  to  make  her  recovery  impoffible. 


Other 
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Other  caufes  exifting  in  the  confuta¬ 
tion,  may  contribute  to  render  this  acci¬ 
dent  peculiarly  fatal.  The  body  being  at 
this  time  in  a  ftate  very  fufceptible  of 
ftimulus,  whatever  acts  violently  on  the 
nervous  fyltem,  may  have  power  to  pro¬ 
duce  effects  fuddenly  deftiuctive  of  life. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fome  comfort,  that 
amidft  fuch  accumulated  danger,  there 
ilill  remains  a  poffibility  of  the  patient’s 
recovery  :  and  as  that  feems  in  a  great 
meafure  to  depend  on  the  Ipeedy  removal 

of  the  child  from  among  the  vifeera,'  it  is 

^  * 

a  point  of  the  higheft  importance,  to  be 
able  early  and  certainly  to  determine,  that 
the  accident  has  really  happened.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  bring  into  one  view  all 
the  circumftances  I  could  collect,  which 
were  likely  to  affift  in  directing  our  judg¬ 
ment  on  this  occafion.  Thefe  do  not, 
however,  effablilh  that  abfolute  certainty, 
which  I  with  could  be  attained  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fo  much  conlequence.  The  gloomy 
idea  of  inevitable  death,  which  has  been 
hitherto  annexed  to  this  accident,  by  de- 

F  ftroying 
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ftroying  hope,  has  checked  the  ardour  which 
Ihould  have  directed  endeavours  that  might 
have  fometimes  been  fuccefsful :  and  has 
fconfequently  deprived  us  of  the  aid  of 
experience,  and  the  advantages  refulting 
■from  a  companion  of  fa6ts  and  obferva- 
tions.__Let  us  difcard  thefe  melancholy 
appreheniions,  and  chenfh  the  hope  of  a 
more  favourable  event  ;  and  we  need  not 
defpair  of  making  additions  to  the  lift  of 
recoveries.  One  in  half  a  century,  will  be 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  practice  of  imme¬ 
diate  delivery ;  which,  it  it  fails  of  pre¬ 
ferring  life,  yet  takes  place  of  no  other 
mode  which  promiles  the  fmalleft  chance 
of  fafety  to  the  patient. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

I  Make  no  apology  for  prefuming 
to  offer  to  the  Public  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Cafes  of  the  Hydrophobia  ; 
a  difeafe  rapid  in  its  progrefs,  and 
of  the  moft  fatal  tendency. 

The  Reader  who  experts  to  find 
in  the  following  pages  a  never-fail¬ 
ing  Noftrutn  recommended,  or  e- 
ven  a  fuccefsful  method  of  treating 
that  diforder,  will  be  difappointed. 
The  Author’s  intention  is,  to  give 
a  fuccindt  account  of  the  Hydro - 
phobia ,  with  its  concomitant  Symp¬ 
toms,  in  the  order  they  occurred  ; 
and  to  report  the  appearances  after 
death,  of  the  parts  more  immedi- 

a  2  ately 
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ately  concerned  in  the  living  fub- 
Jedt.  This  he  is  enabled,  in  the 
prefent  edition,  to  do  with  more 
precilion,  from  the  occurrence  of  a 
Third  Cafe,  fince  the  publication 
of  the  two  former.  He  trufts  the 
little  reliance  which  can  be  had, 
upon  the  moft  celebrated  medicines 
yet  known,  will  appear  in  a  ftrong- 
er  light,  from  his  having,  in  the  laft 
Cafe,  employed  a  greater  variety  of 
them.  But,  he  is  forry  to  add,  with 
no  more  advantage  than  in  either 
of  the  former  ones. 

The  prevalence  of  Empirical  A- 
gency  in  the  Hydrophobia,  but 
more  efpecially  in  the  Prophyladtick 
part,  is  a  difgrace  to  Science,  and, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  fpeedily  be 
fupplanted,  by  the  diligent  enquiry 
of  Phylicians  into  this  curious  dif- 
eafe  ;  for,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  but 
little  is  to  be  found  in  the  immenfe 
quantity  of  medical  volumes  now 

extant, 
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extant,  on  which  much  depeudance 
can  be  had. 

To  have  given  the  Public  fome 
examples  of  the  Hydrophobia  yield¬ 
ing  to  Medicine,  wonld  have  been 
a  much  more  pleahng  talk  to  the 
.  Author,  than  that  of  recording  the 
inutility  of  it,  in  a  diforder  to  which 
mankind  is  hourly  expo  fed,  from 
the  increafed  number  of  domeftic 
animals  :  But  the  Reader  who  will 
be  contented  with  nothing  lefs  than 
a  proiperous  termination  of  dif- 
eafe,  will  do  right  in  (paring  him- 
felf  the  trouble  oi  perilling  the  fub- 
fequent  pages,  and  in  returning  to 
thofe  examples  which  have  been  gi¬ 
ven  as  inflances  of  the  Hydrophobia 
beino-  cured,  and  of  which  we  have 
quite  enough  at  prefent. 


I  profefs  to  relate  with  candour 
what  I  faw,  (and  in  fo  doing  to  re¬ 
move  much  error  with  which  the 
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fubjedl  is  obfcured)  and  to  fhew  the 
Public,  at  leaft,  what  will  not  cure 
this  dreadful  diforder.  It  is  pofli- 
ble  the  P athologijl  may  thank  me 
for  my  trouble,  and  that  the  Phy- 
jician  will  not  be  quite  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  cures  he  has  read  of 
before  the  prefent  publication. — 
Under  thefe  fentiments,  and  with 
great  deference,  I  fubmit  it  to  the 
world. 

Annexed  to  the  prefent  Edition 
will  be  found,  Reflections  on  the 
Operation  of  Cutting  the  Symphyfls 
of  the  OJfa  Pubisy  by  Dr  Hunter. 
To  the  character  which  that  Gentle¬ 
man  has  fo  juftly  acquired,  I  can¬ 
not  propofe  to  add,  by  any  thing  I 
can  fay  of  it  ;  but  let  me,  as  the 
Member  of  a  Large  Community, 
which  has  received  the  greatef!  ad¬ 
vantages  from  his  labours,  here  ex- 
prefs  my  warm  acknowledgments, 
whilft  I  may  congratulate  not  only 

the 
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the  prefent  age,  but  pofterity,  up¬ 
on  that  plentiful  fource  of  informa¬ 
tion  his  magnificent  Mufeum  mull: 
afford  j  in  which  will  be  found, 
every  thing  that  can  inftrudt  the 

man  of  Science,  or  gratify  curio- 
iity. 


Sept.  15  th,? 
1778.  f 


J.  Vaughan. 
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P.  2 6.  line  3d,  for  ouncas  read  ounces. 

P.  31.  line  15  th,  for  fumanter  read  fumantur . 
Ditto,  laid  line,  for  Ammonicum  read  Ammonia  cum. 
V.  4.2.  in  the  note,  for  latee  read  later. 

V.  90.  line  13th,  for  differ  lent  read  different. 
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CASE  the  Firft* 

Paucse  enim  difle&iones  in  tanto  numero  funt,  quas 
hiftoria  prascedat  fatis  accurata,  noil  setatis  folutn 
et  conftitutionis  illius  bominis,  fed  &  modi  &  tem- 
Jxms,  turn  quo  virus,  &;  unde  contra&um  fuerit, 
turn  quo  perftiterit  &  quam  fymtomatum  omnium, 
&  quo  die  ingruentium,  majore  minorive  afliduitate 
&  faevitia,  turn  deinde  omnium,  quoad  fieri  poteft, 
quse  in  univerfis  et  fingulis  cadaveris  ejufdem  homi- 
nis  partibus,  praeter  naturam  reperta  funt. 

Morgagni  de  caufis  Sc  fedibus  morborum  per 
anatomen  indagatis.  lib.  imoEpifl;8vo 
Art.  32. 

THOMAS  NOURSE,  a  ftrong  lufty 
lad  of  the  age  of  14,  was  admit-* 
ted  an  in-patient  of  the  Leicefter- 
Infirmary  on  Tuefday  the  16th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1773,  having  that  day-month  been 
Bit  by  a  mad  fox-hound.  The  wound 

was  a  large  lacerated  one  on  the  left  cheek, 
and  bled  very  freely  upon  the  bite  being 

A  2  infli&ed* 


^  Case  the  First, 

infli&ed. — The  day  after  he  was  bit  he 
went  to  the  fea,  where  he  was  dipped  with 
all  the  feverity  ufually  pradtifed  undei  fb 
difagreeable  an  operation.  A  celebrated 
remedy  was  alfc  admimffered,  known  by 
the  title  of  the  Ormjkirk- Medicine  of 
whofe  infallibility  we  have  heard  much  *. 
_ A  common  adhefive  plaifter  was  appli¬ 
ed  to  the  part,  after  lea-bathing ;  and  in 
the  courfeof  a  month,  without  any  further 
trouble,  the  wound  was  healed  s  except-* 
ing  a  fmall  portion  fomewhat  more  than 
an  inch  in  length,  and  in  breadth  about 
one  tenth.  This  yielded  no  difcharge, 
and  was  quite  in  a  cicatrizing  fiate* 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  his  application 
for  ad  million  into  the  Infirmary,  he  began 
to  complain  of  a  tightnefs  over  his  temples, 
and  a  pain  in  his  head,  idis  appetite  like- 
wife  failed  him  for  the  firfl  time  fince  the 
accident,  ’and  altho’  he  flept  tolerably  well 
the  preceding  night,  he  did  not  feel  hini- 
felf  refrefhed  as  ufu-al  by  it.  On  Monday 
the  tightnefs  was  increafed,  as  alfo  the 
liead-ach  his  diflike  to  food  was  greater  ; 

and 

*  This  medicine  was  bought  of  the  perfon  in  Leicelter, 
who  is  deputed  by  the  proprietor  to  vend  it  for  him. 
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and  he  now  became  apprehenfive  that  he 
could  not  fwallow.  He  paffed  this  night 
not  only  without  deep,  but  was  reftlefs 
and  uneafy  ;  he  was  likewife  very  much 
annoyed  by  a  boiling  heat  in  his  ftomach, 

which  was  continually  afcending  to  the 
fauces. 


On  Tuefday  morning  he  was  bled,  after 
which  he  fwallowed  under  great  difguft 
and  perplexity,  another  dofe  of  the  Oim- 
fkirk  Medicine.  The  morning  was  cold, 
and  he  complained  every  now  and  then  of 
the  air  fuffocating  him*;  he  was  there¬ 
fore  very  intent  upon  mitigating  its  cold- 
nefs,  e’re  it  was  applied  to  the  fauces,  by 
holding  a  handkerchief  conftantly  to  his 
mouth ;  but  a  much  greater  inconvenience 
arofe  at  the  fight  of  a  puddle  of  water, 
which  frequently  occurred  in  the  ftreets, 
through  which  he  paffed  in  going  to  the 
Infirmary,  and  which  never  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  dreadful  agony. 

The  boy  was  perfectly  fenfible.  His 
pulfe  foft,  but  unequal  ;  and  without  that 
firmnefs  I  fhould  have  expected  to  have 
found  in  health  ;  his  refpiration  was  free 

and 

*  Infueta  Aeris  Querela. 

Caelius  Aurelianus  de  Hydrophobia.  Cap.  z, 
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Case  the  First. 


and  equal.  There  was  no  preternatural 
heat  upon  his  fkin  ;  nor  did  he  complain 
of  third:.  The  lingular  appearance  of  his 
eyes  was  very  ftriking,  and  is,  I  believe, 
peculiar  to  people  labouring  under  the  Hy¬ 
drophobia*  There  was  a  fiercenefs  dis¬ 
played,  with  a  mixture  of  timidity,  that  l 
defpair  of  impreffiog  the  reader  properly 
with  y  and  which  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
I  cannot  recoiled,  without  feeling  fome 
uneaflnefs.  The  colour  of  the  eye  was  alfo 
changed  ;  for  the  iris  had  affumed  an  o- 
range  hue,  and  the  pupil  was  very  much 
dilated.  The  blood  drawn,  was  firm  in 
its  texture,  of  a  florid,  colour,  and  with  a 
due  proportion  of  ferum,  fo  that  it  could 
not  be  diftinguifhed  from  blood  taken  from 
a  perfon  in  the  mod  perfect  health. 

Upon  my  afking  him  whether  he  felt 
pain  any  where  ?  or  whether  he  had  any 
propenfity  to  bite  ?  or  if  he  found  his  head 
confufed,  or  his  fpirits  hurried  ?  he  repli¬ 
ed  negatively,  in  a  very  plaintive  tone* 

I  now  placed  before  him  unawares,  a 
bafon  of  water,  from  which  he  inftantly 
turned  away  with  the  utmofl  horror  ; 
ftriking  violently  at  the  fame  time  the 

fcrobiculus 
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Jcrobiculus  cordis ,  and  making  a  hideous 
moaning,  whilft  the  rifus  fardonius  leized 
the  mufcles  of  the  jaws  and  face. 

In  this  fituation  he  was  ordered  to  go 
to  bed  having  firft  fwallowed  a  fcruple 
of  Mufky  with  two  grains  of  Extr.  The- 

*  s 

bate,  made  into  a  foft  bolus. 

It  was  curious  to  obferve,  what  pains  he 
took  to  fwallow  the  medicine,  and  what 
perfeverance  he  lhewed  in  getting  it  into 
the  cefophagus.  He  fixed  his  eyes  fted- 
faftly  upon  it  for  (bme  little  time,  and  hav¬ 
ing  applied  it  to  his  mouth,  he  crammed 
it  as  far  back  into  the  fauces  as  he  could 
reach,  which  feemed  to  .be  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  gullet ;  after  which  deglutition 
was  performed  with  little  or  no  difficulty  ; 
but  he  rejoiced  much  when  he  had  accom- 
plifhed  his  purpofe.— This  lack  of  diffi¬ 
culty  in  fwallowing,  when  the  fubftance  was 
conveyed  into  the  cefophagus,  I  defired 
fome  of  the  faculty  who  were  prefent  to 
remark  ;  as  it  contradicted  an  opinion  uni- 
verfally  received,  refpedting  the  diforder. 

Upon  endeavouring  to  lie  on  his  back 
in  bed,  he  immediately  felt  the  fame  fen- 
fation  as  when  cold  air  blew  upon  him  : 


S  Case  the  First. 

upon  which  he  flarted  up,  endeavouring’ 
to  recover  an  eredt  pofture  as  fbon  as  poiii- 
ble,  with  the  body  bent  a  little  forward  > 
— and  under  this  pofition  his  uneafy  feel¬ 
ings  fpeedily  vaniffied. 

The  propriety  of  avoiding  every  thing 
that  might  renew  theie  painful  fymptoms, 
was  obvious. -The  attendants  therefore  had 
it  ftri&ly  in  charge,  to  be  particularly  dili¬ 
gent  in  adminiftering  to  his  wants  ;  and  to 
give  him  every  affiftance  that  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  alleviate  his  fufferings ;  to  which 
the  conftrudtion  of  his  bed  was  no  mean 
auxiliary  ;  as  will  appear  from  confulting 
Mr.  White’s  treatife  on  the  puerperal 
fever,  where  a  drawing  of  it  is  to  be  met 
with. 

* 

The  difeafe  was  in  itfelf  novel  to  me  £ 
was  fo  important,  and  in  its  progrefs  fo 
rapid,  as  not  to  admit  of  my  being  fatisfied 
with  trufting  him  to  the  adtion  of  Mujk 
and  Opium  entirely.-- How  much  had  been 
laid  of  the  efficacy  of  Mercury  did  not 
efcape  my  memory.  Nor  did  the  fo  much 
famed  Tonquin  Medicine ,  fail  to  re  prefen  t 
itfelf  to  my  recollection  on  this  occafion. 
A  compofition  then  of  fifteen  grains  of 

Mnjlh 
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Mujk ,  one  of  Turbith  Mineral,  and  five  * 
grains  of  the  Theban  Extract,  made  into 
a  foft  bolus,  was  directed  to  be  taken 
ohce  in  three  hours  ;  an  ounce  of  the 
ftronger  Mercurial  Ointment,  was  to  be 
rubbed  on  the  cervical  vertebrae,  and  flioul- 
ders  ;  and  the  following  embrocation  was 
directed  to  be  applied  to  the  throat,  renew¬ 
ing  it  as  often  as  the  part  grew  dry. 

R.  <Tin&.  thebaic,  nncias  duas 
Acet .  Saturnine  femunciam .  m. 

On  touching  the  external  fauces  with 
this  embrocation,  he  was  immediatlcly 
thrown  into  convulfions.  A  repetition  was 
therefore  prohibited;  and  altho’  a  cloth  wet 
with  it,  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  ufed, 
(the  boy's  eyes  being  firft  covered  with  a 
napkin)  yet  the  fame  effedt  was  produced. 
The  following  plaifter  was  therefore  fub- 

ftituted 

*  This  quantity  of  opium,  confidering  the  frequency  of 
the  repetition,  will  no  doubt  appear  large  ;  but  I  was  too 
converiant  with  the  advantages  refulting  from  fuch  dofes, 
repeated  in  fpafmodick  difeafes,  and  law  but  too  manifeftly' 
the  hafty  advances  of  fo  terrible  a  malady,  to  demur  in  or¬ 
dering  the  above  quantity  ;  which  the  reader  will  prefently 
fee,  was  not  only  quite  a  fafe  dofe,  but  failed  to  produce 
thofe  lading  fedative  efie&s,  which  might  feafonably  have 
cxpe&cd  from  it. 


ID 
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ftituted  in  its  place  5  and  this  he  bore 
without  complaint. 

R.  Extr.  Thebaic*  femunciam. 

Camphor .  Stt.  Vin .  in  pulv •  redaSi » 
drachmas  tree. 

Confedi .  JDamocr .  drachmas  fex  M.  f  em* 

plaftrumfaucibus  externis  applicandum .  * 

Having  now  occafion  to  ufe  the  cham¬ 
ber-pot,  he  fuddenly  got  out  of  bed  and 
made  about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  lemon 
coloured  urine  with  eafe.  This  he  could 
look  at,  in  a  black  earthern  velTel,  without 
any  emotion  j  but  upon  its  being  fhewn  to 
him  in  a  glafs,  his  convulfions  were  in- 
ftantly  excited. 

About  two  o’clock,  he  repeated  his  me¬ 
dicine  again  writh  Iefs  heiitation,  and  with 
much  lefs  difficulty  than  the  former.  He 
could  now  view  the  meadows  at  fome 
diftance,  which  were  covered  with  water, 

without 

*  If  the  reader  is  difappointed  at  not  finding  the  warm 
Bath  amongft  the  above  remedies,  J  can  tell  him,  this  was 
not  forgot;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  kept  conftantly  in  rea- 
danefs ;  but  the  fight  or  touch  of  all  fluids  encreafed  or  re¬ 
newed  his  fymptoms  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  on  this  mo¬ 
tive  it  was  refrained  from  :  and  under  fome  expectation  of 
gaining  by  other  means,  fuch  an  alleviation  of  his  fymptoms, 
as  might  allow  of  his  going  into  the  Bath  without  that  dread¬ 
ful  perturbation,  which  I  was  anxious  to  prevent. 
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without  thofe  miferable  feelings  he  had 
hitherto  been  tormented  with.  He  was 
more  comfortable  to  himfelf,  and  with 
tolerable  eafe  got  down  fome  half  dozen 
mouthfuls  of  bread  and  butter.  After  this 
he  made  a  new  attempt  to  fwallow  water  ; 
firft  looking  at  it,  and  without  thofe  pain¬ 
ful  agitations  recurring  with  fo  much  vi¬ 
olence  as  before.  Having  thrown  a  portion 
of  this  haftily  into  his  mouth,  hefqueezed 
his  lips  together  with  his  fingers  ;  and  by 
a  determined  effort  gained  his  point.  But 
this  colt  him  fo  much  trouble  and  pain,  as 
to  prevent  his  engaging  in  a  fecond  attempt 
at  that  time. 

The  boiling  heat  in  his  ftomach,  which 
had  occalioned  fo  much  unealinefs  in  the 
morning,  he  now  fcarcely  felt.  This  he 
faid,  had  fenfibly  declined  fince  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  ointment,  to  which  he  afcri- 
bed  a  mitigation  of  all  his  fufferings. 

At  this  period  of  his  diforder  it  was  dis¬ 
covered,  that  his  urine  had  been  forcibly 
expelled,  as  often  as  his  fpafms  returned  $ 
and  that  the  penis  was  always  then  in  a 
ftate  of  erection,  * 

B  difficulty 

*  Verecri  fr^uens  teafio  cum  feminis  involuntario  jaflu. 

Gttl, 
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A  further  repetition  of  his  medicine  was 
made  at  five  o’clock,  and  this  with  as  little 
difficulty  as  the  laft.  Matters  therefore 
wearing  a  lefs  terrible  afpeft,  I  could  not 
help  flattering  myfelf  with  hopes,  that 
this  dreadful  diforder  would  at  length  be 
conquered  by  the  combined  powers  of 
Mulk,  Opium,  and  Mercury.  My  ex¬ 
pectation  was  but  of  fhort  continuance  j 
for  within  two  hours  he  became  more 
reftlefs  and  fearful,  frequently  calling  out 
for  fomething  to  drink,  and  talking  much 
and  loud  ;  however  he  became  calm,  upon 

"•  -i  * 

being  reproved  mildly.  Small-beer  was 
his  favourite  liquor  :  he  was  therefore  in¬ 
dulged  with  fome  pieces  of  bread  foaked  in 
this  fluid  ;  but  thefe  he  could  not  fwallow 
with  the  fame  facility  as  before.  Beer  was 
his  conftant  theme.  Being  defirous  there* 
fore  of  gratifying  him  in  this  regard,  as 
well  as  of  trying  whether  a  concealment 
of  the  liquor  would  not  obviate  many  of 
the  difficulties  which  had  always  accom- 
panied  his  attempt  to  drink  ;  fome  final  1- 
beer  was  put  into  a  phial  covered  with 

flannel ; 

C</.  Aurel.  de  Hydrophobe  Cap .  XI.- - This  was  a  fymp- 

tom,  and  a  very  troublefome  one,  in  Dr.  Fothergill’s 
patient. 
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flannel ;  *  and  a  tube  was  prepared,  thro* 
which  he  was  to  fuck  it.  The  effect  was 
the  lame  as  when  given  to  him  without 
difguife,  The  moment  it  touched  the 
fauces,  that  inftant  were  his  fpafms; renewed 
with  all  the  violence  he  had  ever  experi¬ 
enced. 

'  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  his 
medicine  was  again  repeated  but  with 
more  reluctance  and  trouble  than  upon, 
either  of  the  two  former  occalions.  At 
nine  o’clock,  all  his  fymptoms  were  ma- 
nifeftly  encreafed*  His  countenance  was 
fiercer  :  he  was  conftantly  {pitting  out 
large  flakes  of  frothy  faliva  :  he  became 
more  ungovernable  ;  frequently  getting 
out  of  bed  was  incefiantly  calling  for 
drink ;  yet  fhewed  no  difpofition  to  bite, 
or  aflault  any  body.  A  new  fymptom  had 
alfo  now  made  its.  appearance,  which  in 
other  difeafes  is  found  to  be  of  the  moft 
dangerous  import  :  I  mean  a  perpetual 
plucking  of  the  blankets  and  bed-cloaths. 

f »  ■  *  •  .*  ,*••,.»*  J. 

B  2  An 

*  Dandus  interia  potus  in  fictili  vafculo,  fubtili  caverno 
perforate),  tanquam  funt  papillse  uberura  ;  et  dandus  ^gro- 
tantibus,  prasfefto  obitaculo  oculorum.  Ctfliu:  Aurelian  : 
de  Hydrophob  :  Cap;  i6» 
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An  increafe  of  difficulty  attended  the 
exhibition  of  five  grains  of  opium,  with¬ 
out  Mufk  or  the  Turbith  Mineral.  Ano¬ 
ther  ounce  ot  the  Mercurial  Ointment 
was  rubbed  upon  the  ffioulders,  *  and 
half  an  ounce  of  TinCt.  Theb.  mixed 
with  fix  ounces  of  mutton  broth,  was  in¬ 
jected  into  the  inteftinesj  but  neither  thefe 
means  feperately,  nor  in  conjunction,  were 
fufficient  to  check  the  further  progrefs  of 
his  dileafe. 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  general  pertur¬ 
bation  was  become  exceffive.  He  began 
to  ramble  :  but  this  was  flopped  for  a 
ime,  by  talking  to  him,  and  by  engaging 
nis  attention.  He  had  frequently  regurgi¬ 
tations  from  the  ftomach ;  but  no  vomiting. 
The  faliva  became  more  vifcid,  and  ad¬ 
hering  tenacioufiy  to  the  fauces,  occafioned 
(but  in  a  flighter  degree)  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  that  an  attempt  to  fwallow  any  liquid 

excited. 

*  I  was  willing  to  hope,  that  by  thus  haftily  introducing 
a  large  quantity  of  Mercury  into  the  fyftem,  a  ptyalifm  would 
be  procured.;  and  that  a  change  in  the  hate  of  the  fauces  fo 
induced,  would  deftroy  that  morbid  fenfibility  of  thefe  parts 
to  which  fo  much  of  his  difeafe  might  be  attributed  ;  whilft 
from  its  general  action  upon  the  frame,  fome  falutary  effe&s 
i'ouldbe  obtained.  I  was  in  both  refpe&s  difappointed. 
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excited.  He  had  alfo  all  his  complaints 
aggravated,  by  the  improper  condudt  of  his 
attendants  ;  who  prompted  by  their  fears, 
had  almoft  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  the 
opinion  univerfally  received  by  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  of  fmothering  fuch  unfor¬ 
tunate  objects,  was  not  only  juftifiable  but 
expedient  :  *  for  1  found  them  confining 
the  poor  creature  under  the  bed-clothes  5 
by  the  united  force  of  half  a  dozen  ftrong 
affiftants  ;  whole  countenances  befpoke  the 
the  terrible  apprehenfion  they  were  under. 
He  was  infhntly  fet  at  liberty,  when  it 
was  difcovered  that  his  arm  had  bled  again  : 
his  face  was  flulhed  :  he  panted  quick, 
and  was  in  a  profufe  fweat. 

Being  fenfible  of  the  ill  treatment  he  had 
received,  he  became  fufpicious  of  his  at¬ 
tendants, 

*  Tulpius,  who  was  aware  of  this  opinion  prevailing  in 
Holland,  has  the  following  pa/Tage  in  fpeakingof  a  patient, 
.under  the  Hydrophobia.  Adeo  ut  opus  non  fuerit,  nec  huic 
nec  alits  tegris  ( quos  equidem  vidi  fatis  frequentes)  mortem 
maturare,  five  per  Stragulam  five  per  Culcilram  ori  ( uti 
loquitur  vulgus)  impofitam,  quippe  per  cunt  per  fe  fatis  celeri- 
ter  :  ut  pote  raro  fuperfiesy  cum  aquee  forniidine  in  diem  vel 
ttrtiam ,  vel  quartam  ;  quibus  addo>  quod  neminem  badlenus , 
vel  audiverim  latrare ,  vel  viderim  mordere ,  necdum  cuiquam 
detrimento  fuijje  rabidorum  fputa.  Tulpii  Ob/erv  :  Lib  : 
l mo.  Cap:  XX. 
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iendants,  and  lefs  attentive  to  my  inftruc- 
lions.  Stern  reprehenlion  of  thofe  who 
had  thus  behaved,  and  mild  perfuaftort 
employed  with  him  ;  foon  produced  tran¬ 
quility  and  compliance  with  my  directions. 
I  had  however  fcarce  left  the  room  before 
a  loud  fcream  befpoke  fome  unexpected 
change.  Upon  turning  my  head  to  dif- 
cover  what  this  meant,  the  boy  was  at  my 
ihoulder  j  having  fuddenly  quitted  his  bed 
with  an  intention  to  follow  me.  To  this 
he  immediately  returned  at  my  requeft, 
without  having  fhewn  the  lead:  inclination 
to  bite,  or  betraying  any  thing  further 
than  an  ill  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom  he 
had  been  fo  improperly  treated. 

Seeing  of  how  little  avail  all  rny  endea¬ 
vours  had  hitherto  proved,  I  was  determi¬ 
ned  to  tiy  if  a  larger  dofe  of  Opium  would 
not  throw  him  into  an  oppofite  hate,  and 
make  him  exchange  his  inquietude  for 
ftupor  :  for  unlefs  fome  flop  was  put  to 
ihe  increafe  of  his  difeafe,  evident  it  was? 
death  muft  inevitably  foon  follow.  A  lar¬ 
ger  quantity  of  Extr.  ’Thebaic .  was  accord- 
ingiy  given  to  him  with  fome  difficulty  : 
hut  without  fucceeding  in  the  intention. 

From 
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From  this  time  until  a  little  before  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  (his  ftrength  being 
much  impaired)  his  inquietude  was  fome- 
what  abated.  He  often  ftarted,  but  was 
lefs  difpofed  to  talk* 

Fie  complained  of  a  very  offenfive  fmell 
from  the  wound,  which  had  not  undergone 
any  change  fmce  the  commencement  of  the 
Hydrophobia  :  nor  was  any-body  but  him- 
felf  fenfible  of  foetor  ifluing  from  it. 

About  two  o’clock  his  eyes  had  loft  their 
fierce  frightening  appearance,  and  were 
more  fixed.  He  had  fome  intervals  of 
reft  ;  but  foon  after,  his  hands  and  feet 
were  cold,  and  his  pulfe  intermitted  and 
became  irregular.  A  violent  convulfion 
fucceeded  ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
copious  difcharge  of  frothy  faliva  from  the 
fauces  ;  which  occafioned  a  fudden  ftran- 
gulation,  and  was  near  clofing  the.fcene  ; 
but  by  the  induftry  of  his  attendants,  this 
was  removed  :  and  altho’  he  was  infenfible 
to  any  ordinary  occurrence,  yet  by  his  be¬ 
haviour  he  feemed  to  acknowledge  their 
affiftance  in  this  regard  with  thankfulnefs. 
When  to  appearance  he  had  ceafed  to 
breathe,  the  Spafmus  Cynicus  was  obferva- 

ble. 
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ble*  with  an  odd  convullive  motion  in  the 
muicles  of  the  face  ;  and  the  flrange  con¬ 
trariety  which  took  place  in  the  adion  of 
thefe,  produced  the  moft  horrid  aflemblage 
of  features  that  can  well  be  conceived. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  in  the  laft  hours 
of  his  life,  he  cealed  to  call  for  drink, 
which  had  been  his  conftant  requeft  ;  but 
was  perpetually  afking  for  fomething  to  eat. 
in  this  manner  he  died,  giving  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  examining  thofe  parts  after 
death,  which  were  in  fuch  fufferance  whilfl 
he  was  living. 

Upon  laying  bare  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
thefe  preferved  the  fame  colour  they  have 
in  the  healthieft  fubject;  not  being  altered 
in  the  lead;  degree  either  by  the  difeafe,  or 
from  the  repeated  blows  he  had  given 
hitnfeif.  The  fkin  indeed  was  black  at  the 
Scrobicuhts  Cordis ,  and  there  was  a  flight 
raifure  upon  the  part,  which  had  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  and  forcibly  been  ftruck  ;  but 
this  extended  no  further  than  the  Cutis.-— 
All  the  vifeera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
per  fed  found  ftate,  neither  difcoloured,  nor 
preternaturally  diflended  with  blood. 


The 
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The  ftomach  was  free  from  every  in¬ 
flammatory  appearance  ;  and  contained 
about  half  a  pint  of  a  femi  fluid,  confiding 
in  part  of  the  food  he  had  taken,  (little  or 
none  of  which  had  palled  the  lower  orifice 
of  the  ftomach)  and  in  part  of  the  medi¬ 
cine  he  had  been  ufing,  as  the  fmell  very 
fully  evinced. 

The  liver  was  entirely  free  from  dif- 
eafe  :  its  fubftance  was  neither  diftended 
with  blood,  nor  the  Vejica  Felka  with  bile  : 
the  latter  was  about  half  full,  and  con¬ 
tained  alfo  a  portion  of  air.— «--The 
inteftines,  both  fmall  and  great,  were 
empty ;  and  the  redtum  without  feces. 
The  contents  of  the  thorax  yielded  no 
more  information,  than  thofe  of  the  lower 
belly,  being  quite  untainted  with  difeafe* 

Having  met  with  fo  little  inftrudtion 
from  my  enquiry  hitherto,  I  was  willing 
to  expedt  that  an  examination  of  thofe  parts, 
which  were  fo  much  affedted  under  the 
diforder,  in  the  life-time  of  the  patient, 
would  now  afford  fome  light  in  my  endea¬ 
vours  to  inveftigate  this  curious  difeafe. 
The  Diaphragm  was  therefore  firft  expofed: 
but  this  had  not  undergone  the  leaft  change 

C  nor 
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nor  deviation,  from  what  is  obferved  in 
the  moil  healthy  fubjeffc.  The  Oefophagus 
was  next  examined  after  being  divided  its 
whole  length  5  but  no  veftige  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  was  here  to  be  met  with  ;  nor  upon  the 
Velum  Pendulum  Palati ,  nqr  did  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  internal  fauces ,  nor 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  larynx  and  pharynx , 
nor  the  glottis ,  betray  an  appearance  that 
could  in  any  degree  be  confidered,  as  bear¬ 
ing  a  morbid  afpedt. 

Here  my  enquiry  flopped,  as  I  could  not 
fuppofe  an  infpedlion  of  the  brain  was  likely 
to  give  any  more  information  than  1  had 
hitherto  acquired. 


1 
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CASE  the  Second. 

JN  the  year  1775,  a  fecond  Cafe  of  the 

Hydrophobia  occurred  tome,  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
following  narrative. 

A  young  Farmer,  aged  25  years,  of  a 
thin  habit,  and  uled  to  the  mod  laborious 
kind  of  employment  in  hu  lb  an  dry,  was  bit 
in  the  month  of  September  by  a  mad- dog  ; 
a  flight  wound  was  made  by  the  animal  in 
the  fore-finger  of  the  left-hand,  about  mid¬ 
day  on  Wednefday.  On  the  Tuefday  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  moon  being  at  the  full,  he 
went  to  the  fea,  and  was  dipped  as  much, 
and  for  as  long  a  time,  as  is  ufwally  pra&i- 
fed  at  tbofe  places  :  drinking  afterwards 
upon  the  Ipot,  fea-water  as  a  purge  which 
operated  brifkly.  The  wound  at  firft  bled 
freely,  and  was  made  to  do  fo  more  than 
once  by  his  occupation  in  the  field  ;  which 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  was  gathering 
beans.  It  healed  whilft  at  the  falt-water, 
and  never  afterwards  gave  him  the  leafl 
trouble. 


On 
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On  Tuefday  the  fixth  of  June  following 
in  the  afternoon,  he  for  the  firft  time  felt 
a  pain  in  that  hand  and  arm,  which  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  fome  flight  injury  the  limb  had 
fuftained  m  the  courfe  of  his  employment  5 
fuppoling  that  this  had  brought  on  the 
rheumatifm,  a  diforder  to  which  he  had 
been  heretofore  fubjedt.  On  this  motive 
he  was  induced  to  bathe  in  a  river  the  fame 
evening  ;  which  he  did  without  hefitation 
or  inconvenience.  On  the  Wednefday 
morning,  after  pairing  a  fleeplefs  night,  he 
complained  of  being  Tick,  but  went  to  his 
ordinary  engagement  in  the  field  ;  firft  eat¬ 
ing  fome  bread  and  butter,  and  drinking 
tea  without  reludtance  or  experiencing  any 
uneafinefs.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  he 
feveral  times  drank  draughts  of  different 
liquids  to  allay  his  thirft,  which  was  trou- 
blefome.  In  the  evening,  he  was  feized 
with  a  vomiting,  which  continued  the 
whole  night,  and  until  eleven  o’clock  ©n 
Thurfday  $  every  thing  coming  up  as  foon 
as  taken.  His  vomiting  ceafed  about  that 
time,  but  was  fucceeded  not  only  by  an 
averfion  to  liquids,  but  even  the  fight  of 
them  affedted  him  much.  I11  this  ftate  I 
found  him,  and  from  his  eyes  alone,  be¬ 
fore 


Of  the  Hydrophobia. 


23 


fore  I  had  a  Iked  any  queftions,  was  entirely 
fatisfied  of  the  pretence  of  the  Hydropho¬ 
bia.  He  complained  much  of  a  heat  af- 
cending  from  the  ftomach  to  the  fauces  : 
the  latter  were  alfo  loaded  with  a  vifcid 
frothy  phlegm,  which  he  was  perpetually 
fpitting  *  out  in  large  white  flakes  ;  and 
with  a  ftrong  effort.  He  every  now  and 
then  ftarteri  fuddenly  from  the  chair  in 
which  he  fat,  (for  he  could  not  bear  a 
horizontalpofltion)  complaining  at  the  fame 
time  of  being  almofi:  fuftbcated  ;  and  of  his 
feeling  an  exquifite  pain  under  the  Cartilago 
Enfiformis ,  to  v\  hich  (in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  boy  did)  he  inftantly  with  force  ap¬ 
plied  his  hand,  as  often  as  his  fpafms  re¬ 
turned.  He  was  extremely  deflrous  of  cold 
air,  which  never  failed  to  renew  all  his 
painful  fy  nip  toms  ;  as  did  a  wet  napkin 
applied  to  the  throat.  I  now  afked  him  to 
wafh  his  mouth,  with  cold  water,  in  order 

to 

*  I  was  forry  afterwards!  did  not  inoculate  a  dog  with  this 
faliva.  It  would  not  only  have  been  fatisfa&ory  to  have 
returned  the  poifon  from  the  human  frame  to  the  dog  ;  but  a 
failure  in  this  point  might  have  led  to  a  ufeful  fa£l,  viz.  that 
tffiofe  who  are  engaged  in  offices  about  the  perfon  of  one  la¬ 
bouring  under  the  Hydrophobia,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  faliva  ;  a  contrary  apprehenfion  is  univerfally  entertained, 
notwithflanding  the  information  which  Tulpius  has  given  on 
this  head,  and  which  the  reader  will  find  in  a  former  citation. 
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to  remove  the  vifcid  phlegm  which  was  fa 
troublefome  to  him,  as  well  as  to  obferve 
what  effect  it  would  have.  To  this  with 
fame  reluctance  he  confented  :  but  the 
momenta  glafs  of  water  was  placed  before 
him,  his  fpafms  were  immediately  excited 
with  great  violence  ;  whilft  the  Rifus  Sar - 
donius  occupied  the  mufcles  of  the  face. 
A  f  urther  attempt  was  made  with  his  eyes 
fliut,  but  the  fame  horrid  iy mp toms  were 
produced.  Solids  had  not  quite  the  fame 
e fifed:  :  He  could  chew  bread  ;  but  feemed 
very  attentive  in  keeping  it  from  touching 
the  back  part  of  the  fauces  ;  and  whenever 
he  attempted  to  fwallow  it,  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  were  brought  on  that  enlued  from 
his  feeing  water  ;  (but  in  a  lefs  degree/) 
until  he  had  got  the  fubftance  into  the 
Oefoohagus,  when  it  was  tranfmitted  to 
the  ftomach  without  difficulty.  Huma¬ 
nity  forbad  a  further  repetition  of  thefe 
trials.  His  countenance  befpoke  the  greatefk 
diftrefs  ;  his  eyes  expreffed  a  mixture  of 
fear  and  fiercenefs,  which  I  mentioned  be¬ 
fore  as  being  peculiar  to  the  Hydrophobia. 
The  pupil  was  as  much  dilated  as  in  the 
mod  compleat  Amaurojis  ;  but  the  colour 
of  the  iris  was  not  changed,  as  was  obfer- 

vable 
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vable  In  the  bov  whofe  cafe  I  have  before 
related.  The  fkin  was.  cool;  the  pulfe 
flow  and  feeble  :  he  was  frequently  troubled 
with  eructations  ;  but  thefe  afforded  him 
no  relief.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  making 
water,  which  he  had  palled  at  intervals, 
in  fmall  quantities.  His  respiration  was 
free  and  equal,  excepting  when  thofe  in¬ 
terruptions  occurred  from  cold  air,  the 
fight  of  any  liquid,  or  from  the  fauces  be¬ 
ing  touched  with  the  latter.  His  intellects 
were  clear  ;  and  he  felt  no  pain  he  faid, 
but  that  under  the  Cartilage  E?ififormis ; 
which  never  failed  to  aggravate  in  a  mo  ft 
acute  degree,  all  his  other  fufferings. 

He  was  confcious  to  hirnfelf  of  the  haftv 
increafe  of  all  his  fymptoms,  was  aware  of 
the  danger  of  his  fituation,  and  feemed 
much  difappointed  at  my  not  bringing  with 
me,  a  medicine  that  might  prevent  a  re¬ 
turn  of  his  pain;  declaring  he  could  not 
live  unlefs  I  could  give  him  very  fpeedy 
relief. 

He  made  no  obje&ion  to  going  into  the 
Warm  Bath ,  which  was  prepared  for  him 
immediately  ;  nor  to  a  purgative  Clyfter , 
which  was  to  be  injedted  upon  his  coming 

out 
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out  of  the  water.  A  ftool  having  been 
procured  by  thefe  means,  a  fecond  was  to 
be  thrown  up  5  confiding  of  fourouncas  of 
oil,  with  half  an  ounce  of  *111151.  Thebaic* 
Four  drams  of  Ung.  Ccerul. fort .  were  to  be 
rubbed  upon  the  fauces,  ana  the  part  to  oe 
covered  afterwards  with  the  Cataplajrna  e 
Cymtno  ;  to  which  was  added,  half  an 
ounce  of  the  Theban  extract. 

An  embrocation  was  directed  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  with 
continued  fridlion  ;  confifting  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles, —half  an  ounce  of  Spt.  Sal. 
Ammon,  ten  drams  of  Olive  Oily  fix  drams 
of  Oil  of  Amber ,  and  ten  drams  of  Lauda¬ 
num  :  ftrong  Mercurial  Ointment,  to  the 
amount  of  two  ounces,  was  aifo  to  be  rub¬ 
bed  by  the  hand  of  an  affiftant,  guarded 
with  a  bladder;  upon  the  lhoulders  and 
back  ;  and  as  a  further  means  of  kindling 
a  Ptyali/m  fpeedily,  he  was  to  receive  the 
jmoako f  Cinnabar  into  the  mouth,  by  throw¬ 
ing  a  drachm  of  that  fubftance  now  and 
then  upon  a  hot  iron. 

In  aid  to  thefe  external  means  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bolus  was  directed  to  be  prepared, 
and  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  : 
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R,  Mofch.  Opt.  gr.  qmndecim 
Merc.  Emet.flav.  gr.  tria 
Extr .  t  hebatc.  gr.  quatuor 
Syr.  Simp.  q.  s.  at.  ft.  bolus  mollis. 

It  was  with  concern  I  could  obterve  a 
manifeft  increafe  of  his  diforder  vvhilft  i 
lat  with  him,  and  this  to  fo  great  a  degree 
as  to  preclude  any  expedition  of  his  lur- 
viving  many  hours. 

,  He  felt  himfelf  eafier  whilft  in  the  inarm 
Bath  as  alfo  under  the  application  of  the 
Ointment ;  but  was  releafed  by  death  from 
his  date  of  mifery,  about  ten  o’clock  that 
night .  nor  in  this  cafe  did  the  wound  un¬ 
dergo  the  leaft  change  either  before  or  after 
the  appearance  of  the  Hydrophobia ;  but 
healed  without  any  difficulty  and  remained 
fo  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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|N  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  Auguft  in 
the  prefent  year  1778,  I  was  defired  to 
fee  a  boy  eight  years  old,  who  was  faid  to 
labour  under  the  Hydrophobia .  I  found  him 
furrounded  by  a  number  of  people,  whofe 
curiofity  had  ied  them  to  become  fpedtators 
of  to  extraordinary  a  difeafe.  He  was  fit¬ 
ting  in  a  chair  with  his  countenance  com¬ 
pared  ;  his  eyes,  which  were  naturally  of 
a  black  colour,  fixed  ;  but  without  that 
fierce  appearance  I  have  before  remarked, 
as  being  peculiar  to  the  Hydrophobus *  The 
account  which  he  and  his  friends  gave  me 
was  as  follows  :  That  about  a  month  fince 
he  had  been  bit  on  the  wrift  by  a  Cat,  in 
a  field  adjoining  to  the  town,  of  which 
the  marks  remained,  but  without  any  ulcer, 
or  even  the  f mallei!  appearance  of  inflam¬ 
mation  :  that  about  the  middle  of  the  day 
before  I  faw  him  he  began  to  complain  of 
pain  in  the  part  bitten,  which  afcended  up 

the  arm  and  affedted  the  temple  on  that 

fide  ; 
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fide;  foon  after  which  he  fwallowed  liquids 
with  reluCtance  and  difficulty.  Upon  pro¬ 
ducing  a  cup  of  water  he  turned  from  it 
immediately  under  great  perturbation,  with 
a  painful  lobbing,  fimilar  to  that  which 
follows  a  gradual  immerfion  of  the  body  in 
cold  water.  Upon  my  attempting  to  apply 
a  wet  cloth  to  his  throat,  he  refilled  with 
all  his  ftrength,  and  by  his  exceffive  agita¬ 
tion  feemed  to  have  his  painful  feelings 
much  aggravated.  When  undillurbed  by 
any  of  the  above  offending  caufes,  his  re- 
fpiration  was  free  and  equal,  excepting 
that  he  fighed  very  often.  His  pulfe  was 
feeble,  irregular,  and  intermitting  :  there 
was  no  preternatural  heat  upon  his  Ikin  ; 
he  had  no  thirft  :  his  intellects  were  clear; 
and  he  gave  to  all  my  queftions  immediate 
pertinent  anfwers,  in  a  plaintive  tone  of 
voice,  which  feemed  to  befpeak  a  confci- 
oufnefsofhis  fituation,  and  which  did  not 
fail  to  imprefs  every  one  prefent  in  the 
fulled  manner  with  pity  for  his  fufferings. 
Indeed  in  every  cafe  that  I  have  feen,  the 
patient  conveyed  his  information  clearly 
and  earnedly  ;  and  whatever  he  wanted  to 
obtain;  whether  to  have  fome  difagreeable 
objeCt  removed,  or  fome  requed  granted, 

D  z  it 
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it  was  implored  in  the  moft  piteous  manner,. 
This  was  particularly  obfervable  in  the  poor 
child  who  is  the  fubjed:  of  this  narrative, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  diforder. 

A  warm  Bath  was  immediately  prepared 
for  him,  the  fight  of  which  occafioned 
fome  commotion,  and  produced  marks  of 
dilguft  and  fear  :  thefe  were  overcome  by 
perfuafion,  and  he  was  placed  in  it.  The 
moment  he  touched  the  water  his  painful 
fobbing  and  difguft  to  it  were  increafed  ; 
thefe  fubfided  in  a  few  feconds,  and  he 
then  told  me  he  felt  eafier ;  but  it  was  ob¬ 
fervable  that  thefe  fymptoms  were  renewed 

as  often  as  a  frefh  furface  was  touched  by 
the  water.  He  was  kept  in  the  Bath  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  during  which 
time  he  frequently  faid  that  he  felt  lefs  an¬ 
noyance  from  his  diforder.  Upon  quitting 
it  a  plaiiter  (of  which  Sacc.  Saturni  made 
the  bails)  was  applied  to  the  throat,  and  I 
had  now  to  lament,  that  neither  from  the 
former  cafes  which  had  been  treated  by 
me,  nor  from  that  republifhed  by  Dr* 
Fothergill ,  was  any  thing  to  be  colledled, 
which  might  carry  even  a  probability  with 
it  of  fuhduing  a  diieafe  mod  terrible  in  its 

firft 
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firft  appearance,  in  its  progrefs,  and  in  its 
termination.  Not  however  to  follow  the 
fame  line  (powerful  as  it  was)  which  I 
had  before  purlued,  the  Metalline  Antijpaf- 
modicsy  of  late  introduced  into  the  Materia 
Medica,  were  the  medicines  I  purpofed  to 
adopt  in  the  prefent  inftance  ;  but  not  with 
much  hope,  I  confefs,  of  fubduing  this 
terrible  difeafe.  A  compofition  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  kind  was  formed  : 

R.  F  lor.  Zinei  granum  unum. 

Cupr .  Ammoniac .  / emigranum . 

Mojch .  Opt .  grand  decern . 

Syr .  Simp.  q.  s.  ut  jiant  pillulce  dues 
molles ;  jumanter  bora  tertia  vei  quanta 
qnaque . 

A  Liniment,  confining  of  3  drams  of  the 
ftronger  Mercurial  Ointment,  with  the 
fame  quantity  of  Oil  of  Amber,  was  to 
be  rubbed  upon  the  fhoulders  and  back  ; 
and  a  Clyfter,  made  of  five  ounces  of  frefh 
broth,  with  thirty  drops  of  Laudanum,  was 
to  be  injeefed  foon  after  his  going  to  bed, 
which  he  did  immediately  upon  his  quit¬ 
ting  the  Bath.  To  thefe  remedies  was 
added  a  Medical  Atmofphere,  made  by 
burning  Gum  Ammonicum,  in  his  room, 

from 
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from  which  in  fome  fpafmodick  difeafes  I 
had  feen  a  good  effect. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  this  night 
he  took  fome  bits  of  bread  foaked  in  milk, 
but  with  difficulty  :  he  fighed  more,  and 
and  often  ftarted  up  in  bed. 

At  eleven  o’clock  his  pills  were  repeated ; 
the  fight  of  which  at  find  diflurbed  him,  as 
did  every  thing  that  came  fuddenly  upon 
him  ;  but  having  crammed  them  as  far 
back  in  the  fauces  as  he  could  reach,  they 
were  fwallowed  with  little  or  no  difficulty. 

About  twelve  o’clock  he  became  more 
refldefs;  his  face  was  fluffied  j  he  frequently 
ftarted  ;  complained  he  could  not  lie  down, 
and  that  the  weight  of  the  bed-cloaths  was 
too  much  for  him.  He  likewife  in  dip 
courfe  of  the  laft  hour  became  more  talk¬ 
ative,  and  I  could  manifeftly  fee  an.  ap¬ 
proaching  delirium.  The  warm  Bath 
was  immmediately  provided,  after  which 
a  Broth  Clyfter  with  a  dram  of  Tind. 
Thebaic,  was  to  be  injeded,  and  the 
Mercurial  Liniment  *  was  ordered  to  be 

repeated. 

The  Mercurial  Liniment  in  this  cafe  did  not  fhew  the 
fame  fedative  quality  during  the  time  of  rubbing,  as  was 
•bferved  in  a  former  cafe. 
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repeated.  He  continued  in  the  warm  batli. 
near  two  hours,  feeling  himfelf  much 
more  comfortable  the  whole  time  ;  but 
the  fame  inconvenience  accrued  as  before 
whenever  a  frefh  furface  was  touched  by 
the  water.  Between  two  and  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning  his  reftleffnefs  was  ftill 
greater  ;  his  eyes  had  acquired  a  fierce  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  he  often  fighed  deeply  ;  was 
continually  talking, --and  every  lymptom 
feemed  to  be  upon  the  increafe. 

Both  his  Clyfters  had  come  away  di¬ 
rectly,  the  latter  bringing  with  it  fome 
hardened  faeces.  He  now  complained  of 
being  cold,  and  wanted  to  fit  by  the  fire  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  could  not  bear  the 
bed-cloaths  upon  him  :  in  this  date  his 
intellectual  faculties  feemed  quickened  by 
difeafe.  Each  dofeofhis  pills  were  di¬ 
rected  to  contain  two  grains  of  Cupr • 
Ammon .  the  fame  quantity  of  Theban  Ex-, 
traCt,  three  grains  of  F/or.  Ztnct ,  with  ten 
grains  ot  A/'a  Foetida ,  which  was  fubftitu- 
ted  for  the  Mulk  ;  whilft  a  folution  of 
that  foetid  Gum,  with  a  dram  of  TinCt. 
Thebaic,  was  adminiftered  as  a  Clyfter. 
The  above  pills,  tho’  repeated  every  four 

hours. 
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hours,  afforded  not  the  fmalleft  relief;  nor 
did  they  fhew  the  leaft  adtion  upon  the 
frame. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  he  ex- 
preffed  a  ftrong  deiire  of  going  into  the 
warm  Bath  again.  This  was  complied 
with,  a  temperate  one  of  Milk  *  and  Water 
being  fpeedily  prepared.  The  fight  of  it 
affedted  him  fomewhat,  but  he  entered  it 
without  hefitation  ;  and  altho’  the  heat 
(as  I  have  before  obferved)  was  temperate, 
yet  he  complained  much  of  its  being  too 
hot ;  frequently  ftarting  from  it  into  an  e- 
redt  pofture.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  was 
weary  of  it,  and  delired  to  be  taken  out. 

He  had  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Hydrophobia,  as  had  the  other  patients 
whoie  cafes  I  have  related,  conftantly 
pointed  to  the  Scrobiculus  Cordis,  as  the 

principal 

The  alteration  of  the  Bath  to  Milk  and  Water,  was  made 
In  conformity  to  Dr.  FothergilPs  propofal,  of  fupporting  by 
food  the  Vis  Vita? ;  the  quantity  abforbed  by  the  whole  Cur- 
lace  or  the  body  in  a  given  time,  being  verv  confiderable  ; 
Hydrophobi  however  do  not  fink  for  want  of  food,  but  the 
effea  of  the  Canine  Poifon  upon  the  Brain  and  Nervous 
Syjlem  is  fo  forcible,  that  nothing  at  prefent  known  feems 
Sufficient  co  counteraft  it.  All  thofe  I  have  feen,  have  taken 
ood  quite  fufficient  to  fupport  the  fyftem  for  a  much  longer 
time  than  the  difeafe  requires  tQ  finilh  its  courfe. 
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principal  feat  of  his  mifery,  and  which  in 
this  poor  chhd  extended  from  thence  down, 
the  Redd  Mufcles.  As  there  was  iome 
little  fullnefs  in  the  bowels,  a  purgative 
clyfter  was  thought  proper  to  remove  this, 
which  aniwered  the  purpofe,  in  procuring 
a  moderate  ftool  with  fame  flatus. 

Seeing  of  how  little  avail  every  thing 
had  nitherto  proved,  and  being  clearly 
convinced  of  his  inevitable  fate,  I  was  at 
length  determined  to  put  in  force  the  re¬ 
medy  which  Helmont  Ipeaks  of  in  terms 
fo  favourable,  but  let  me  add,  not  with 

f 

much  expectation  that  this  would  prove 
more  fucceisful  than  thofe  powerful  ones 
which  hitherto,  in  every  cafe,  had  been 
fo  fruitlefsly  employed.  A  large  tub  of 
cold  water,  well  faturated  with  common 
fait,  was  made  ready,  into  which  this  pa¬ 
tient  was  fuddenly  plunged  over  head  and 
ears,  and  there  held  until  he  ceafed  to 
ftruggle.  He  was  then  taken  out,  and 
the  fame  operation  again  repeated,  until 
he  became  fo  quiet,  that  I  was  apprehen- 
live  a  total  extinction  of  life  would  actual¬ 
ly  take  place.  He  was  then  wrapt  in  a 
blanket  and  put  to  bed,  where  he  remain- 

E  ed 


^6  Case  the  Second. 

ed  more  quiet  than  he  had  been  any  part 
of  the  preceeding  night,  and  fo  continued 
for  near  two  hours ;  not  that  he  could  at 
any  part  of  this  time  bear  the  fight  of  li-^ 
quids,  or  allow  them  to  approach  his 
mouth  with  lefs  horror  than  he  had  done 
fince  the  attack  of  his  difeafe.  He  now 
repeated  his  medicine  ;  but  his  exceffive 
inquietude,  which  was  again  returned,  his 
increafing  delirium,  his  intermitting,  fee-* 
ble,  irregular  pulfe,  all  thefe  fymptoms  in 
combination,  afforded  a  moft  melancholy 
profpeft,  and  gave  me  but  little  hopes  of 
his  furviving  many  hours ;  nor  indeed  was 
it  a  circumftance  I  could  with  for.  His 
eyes,  and  whole  countenance,  had  now  a 
keener  afpedt ;  but  it  was  obfervable  there 
was  no  increafe  of  difficulty  in  fwallowing, 
as  was  evident  from  his  taking  five  or  fir 
bits  of  bread  foaked  in  milk. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  *  he 
was  become  more  ungovernable,  refuhng 
at  firft  to  take  his  medicine  but  neither 

at 

*  In  this  ftate  I  took  from  him,  on  the  blade  of  a  lancet, 
fame  fa-liva,  with  which  I  immediately  inoculated  a  dog,  by 
isaking  a  fmall  incifion  through  the  jkin  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  nofe. 
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at  this  period  of*  his  difeafe,  nor  at  any  o- 
ther,  did  he  ffiew  the  lead;  inclination  to 
bite  or  fpit,  or  to  hurt  in  any  manner  his 
attendants.  He  talked  incoherently  and 
conftantly,  walking  about  inceffantly ;  and 
this  he  had  done  for  the  laft  three  hours. 
His  pulfe  became  immeafurably  quick,  and 
all  his  lymptoms  were  vifibly  heightened. 

At  eight  o’clock  he  fwallowed  fome  pills 
made  of  Camphire  and  Nitre,  with  two 
grains  of  Opium. 

»■ 

About  nine  o’clock  a  common  faucer- 
ful  of  bread  foaked  in  milk  was  brought 
to  him,  which  he  eat,  and  without  more 
difficulty  than  he  had  all  along  experien¬ 
ced.  His  pulfe  was  fcarcely  difcernable, 
and  tho’  he  complained  much  of  heat,  his 
ikin  was  cold  and  clammy.  At  one  o’clock 
his  eyes  feemed  enlarged,  and  had  a  livid 
circle  about  them  :  The  upper  lip  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  frothy  mucus  :  He  would  lie 
quiet  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  plunge 

fuddenly  with  his  feet  :  His  breathing  be¬ 
came  irregular  and  laborious  :  He  faulter- 

ed  in  his  fpeech  ;  and  before  two  o’clock 
the  horrid  cataftrophe  was  concluded 

E  2  The 

*  “  The  Cafe  which  Dr,  and  myfelf  attended, 

,  “  concluded. 


^8  Case  the  Third. 

The  body  after  death  afforded  nothing 
uncommon  to  the  view.  There  was  no 
alteration  in  the  colour  of  the  fkin  at  the 
fcrobiculis  cordis,  or  in  that  which  covered 
the  Redi  Mufcles.  The  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines  had  quite  a  healthy  appearance ; 
the  latter  were  moderately  diftended  with 
flatus,  and  the  former  contained  near  five 
ounces  of  a  hlackifh  coloured  fluid,  which 
finelt  ftrongly  of  the  Camphire  he  had  ta¬ 
ken,  and  probably  owed  its  colour  to  the 
Flor.  Zinci,  &c.  There  was  no  remains 
of  the  bread  and  milk  mixed  with  this. 
The  liver  and  diaphragm  were  without  the 
leaft  difeafe  :  The  vefica  fellea  was  full  of 
bile  :  The  lungs  afforded  the  fame  afped 
they  do  in  the  healthieft  fubjed  :  The 
heart  and  large  blood  veffels  furrounding 
It,  were  not  preternaturally  diftended  with 
blood  :  The  back  part  of  the  fauces,  and 
Indeed  the  whole  internal  furface  was  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  mark  of  inflammation  ;  and 
fo  was  the  cefophagus  upon  being  divided 

its  whole  length. 

The 

“  concluded  like  all  the  inftances  of  the  genuine  Hydro- 
“  phobia  on  record,  fatally.”  Vi d.  Dr.  FothergilVs  C afs 
»fthe  Hydrophobia  repubhjhid , 
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The  brain  gave  no  further  information 
than  the  vifcera  of  the  cheft  and  lower 
belly.  If  any  thing,  the  veffels  feemed 
rather  fuller  of  blood  than  common,  but  it 
fhould  be  remembered  the  fubjed  was  a 
healthy  young  one,  who  was  not  under 
difeafe  much  more  than  eight  and  forty 
hours. 


O  B  SE  R- 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


REQUENT  mention  is  made  in  the 


^  writings  of  the  ancients  of  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia  ;  *  and  the  learned  reader  will  find 
in  their  works*  a  long  catalogue  of  reme¬ 
dies,  §  recommended  both  as  prophylactics 
and  cures  for  it.  Thefe  however  rather 
ferve  to  fhew  the  ready  credulity  of  their 
authors,  than  to  furnifli  us  with  proper 
means  of  combating  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  which  follow  the  bite  of  a  mad- 
dog,  when  the  human  body  is  infeCted 
with  its  poifon.  Medical  books  alfo  con¬ 
tain  a  number  of  cafes,  which  have  been 


publifhed 


*  Cali  us  Aurelianus  has  given  a  good  defcription  of  th® 
difeafe,  with  his  accultomed  peculiarity  of  llile. 

§  Many  of  thefe  are  enumerated  by  Bcerbaaue ,  in  his 
ri4th  Aphorifm. 
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publifhed  as  examples  of  the  Hydrophobia  : 
but  iu  refped  to  many  of  thefe  it  may  be 
juftly  doubted,  whether  the  diforder  they 
are  meant  to  reprefent,  was  the  fame  with 
that  of  which  1  have  given  the  above  detail. 

They  are  many  of  them  fo  replete  with 
the  marvellous,  or  fo  deficient  in  point  of 
accuracy,  as  to  leave  the  reader  in  fufpenfe 
as  to  the  fad  for  which  he  confults  them  : 
but  in  this  remark,  I  do  not  mean  to  com¬ 
prehend  fome  recent  publications  in  the 
laft  volumes  of  th z  Medical  obfervations  and 
enquiries  >  particularly  one  by  the  ingenious 
Dr.  J.  F  other  gill  wherein  the  origin* 
progieis,  and  termination  of  the  difeafe  is 
marked  with  great  precifion.  : 

It  appears  from  the  invaluable  work  of 
Morgagni,  in  which  we  fee  the  refult  of  a 
long  and  laborious  life,  fpent  in  examining 
morbid  bodies,  and  in  reporting  their  ap¬ 
pearances  after  death,  that  it  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  that  accurate  anatomift,  to  meet 
with  a  fubjed  who  had  fallen  a  martyr  to 
the  Hydrophobia  §  ;  and  he  is  obliged  to 

his 

*  Medical  Qbfer'uations  and  Enquiries.,  yoI.  iv. 

§  Atque  ajgre  fero,  nondum  licuifle  mihi,  Hydrophobum, 
nedum  plures,  ut  opus  fuiffet  Hydrophobos  perfecare,  vd 

quod 
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his  correfpondent  for  a  communication  on 
this  head.  It  has  indeed  been  the  lot  of 
but  few  phyficians,  who  have  paffed  even, 
a  long  life  in  the  exercife  of  their  profelfi- 
on,  to  have  leen  this  lingular  malady  j  and 
to  have  the  advantage  of  correcting  any  er¬ 
roneous  opinion  they  might  have  enter¬ 
tained  of  it.  The  number  of  thole  is  ftill 
fmaller,  who  having  been  witnefs  to  it,  had 
the  opportunity,  or  the  inclination,  or 
both,  of  examining  by  difledtion,  the  ftate 
of  the  body  after  death. 

A  notion  has  prevailed,  that  there  was 
fome  danger  accompanied  an  attendance 
on  thofe  miferabie  beings  labouring  under 
the  Hydrophobia  m  from  a  belief  they 
were  ftrongly  difpofed  to  offer  violence  to 
every  one  about  them.  This  perhaps  may 

have' 

hquod  ejus  rei  copia  non  fieret,  vel  quod  ft  fteret,  turn  ver6 
quafi  fato  quodam  graviffimisoccupationibus,  auc  valetudinc 
minus  commoda  deftinerer.  Morgagni  Lib.  i  mo.  Epiil. 
8  vo.  Art.  E.  E. 

*  Sauvages  Traite  fur  la  rage  de  Cbien  (to  which  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Toloufe  adjudged  their  prize)  I  have  not  feen  ;  but 
in  his  la  tee  work,  the  Nojologia  Methodica ,  there  is  fomd 
account  of  the  Hydrophobia,  in  which  the  fame  fpirit  of 
refinement  is  vifible,  which  pervades  every  other  part  of  that 

learned  Frenchman’s  book*  Vid.  Nofologia  Methodica  di 
Hydrophobia. 
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have  had  its  lhare,  in  witholding  phyfiei- 
ans  from  taking  that  near  and  fatisfadtory 
view  of  the  difeafe  they  would  otherwife 
have  done 

Whether  to  this  fingle  caufe,  or  to  a  va¬ 
riation  -j~  in  tlie  fymptoms,  which  may 

poffibly  be  modified  in  fome  meafure,  by 
the  different  habit  of  the  patient,  I  will  not 
determine  ;  but  it  is  certain,  the  diligent 
enquirer  will  too  often  find  his  indufiry  re¬ 
warded  with  difappointment  and  diifatis- 
fadtion,  upon  comparing  what  paifes  in 
the  living  body,  with  what  has  been  writ- 

F  ten 

♦  t  ' 

*  A  clofe  and  repeated  attendance,  in  every  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  has  convinced  me,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for 
fuch  prejudice,  neither  of  the  patient’s  lhewing  the  lead  in¬ 
clination  to  hurt  any  body,  nor  the  lait  when  forcibly  plung¬ 
ed  into  cold  water  and  held  there.  Let  no  one,  therefore, 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  danger,  with-hold  that  affiitance 
which  fo  dreadful  a  calamity  calls  for. 

f  That  this  actually  does  happen,  I  am  much  difpofed  ta 
believe.  In  the  two  firlt  cafes  there  were  fome  fymptoms 
which  did  not  occur  in  the  latter,  fuch  as  the  -veretri  fre~ 
quens  ienjio,  the  conftant  fpitting  of  a  flaky  mucus,  &c.  and 
in  the  lad  inftance  the  perterbation  towards  the  end  of  the 
difeafe  was  greater.  The  little  boy  walked  incelfantly  for 
three  hours  under  violent  agitation  ;  the  identity  of  fymp¬ 
toms  neverthelels  which  characterize  the  Hydrophobia,  are 
fo  fingular  and  invariable,  as  will  at  all  times  ferve  to  diitin- 
gailh  it  from  every  other  difeafe. 
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ten  on  the  fubjech  He  will  frequently 
meet  with  a  tedious  enumeration  of  fymp- 
toms,  which  I  have  been  fiient  upon,  all 
of  them  calculated  to  increafe  tne  fear  of 
the  fpedtators,  fuch  as  fpitting  at  the  by- 
ftanders,  barking,  biting,  &c.  I  much 
doubt,  whether  thefe  circumftances  ever 
did  happen.  They  are  certainly  not  con- 
ftant  attendants ;  and  I  am  rather  difpofed 
to  believe,  that  fome  things  bearing  a  re¬ 
mote  refemblance  to  thefe  extraordinary 
appearances,  have  been  magnified,  by  the 
fears  of  the  fpeftator,  into  fuch  terrifying 
enormities. 

The  humane  pathologift  will  with  pain 
contemplate  the  aftion  of  the  canine  poifon 
upon  the  human  frame  ;  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  dread  of  liquids  (as  it  is 
called)  to  the  final  termination  of  the 
difeafe. 

It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  reader's  at¬ 
tention -that  in  the  two  firft  cafes,  the  dis¬ 
order  began  with  evident  figns  of  the  fto- 
mach’s  being  affedted  *.  In  the  boy,  a 

boiling 

■j-  It  appeared  upon  difTedtion,  tliat  the  contents  ofNourfe  s 

ftomach  were  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of  what  he  had  taken 

during 


/ 
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boiling  heat  in  that  organ  troubled  him 
much.  In  the  man,  a  vomiting  immedi¬ 
ately  preceded  the  complaint.  The  fto« 
mach  was  not  long  in  fufferance  alone  : 
the  fauces  fpeedily  partook  of  the  malady, 
and  foon  after  the  A^ucc  Favor  made  its 
appearance. 

It  is  very  generally  believed  that  a  con- 
fiderable  difficulty  in  fwallowing  is  joined 
to  the  dread  of  water  ;  and  that  the  Oefo- 
fihagus  with  the  mufcles  fubfervient  to  de¬ 
glutition  are  fpecially  concerned  in  this 
difeafe.  The  attentive  obferver  will  find 
the  matter  mifreprefented  :  the  principal 
foundation  of  the  evil  feerns  to  red  upon 
a  morbid  fenjibility  both  of  the  external  and 
internal fauces .  For  the  fight  of  a  liquid, 
or  the  application  of  any  fubftance  to  the 
internal  fauces,  but  more  efpecially  of  a 
fluid,  inftantly  excites  the  moft  painful 
feelings.  Nay,  the  fame  fymptoms  are 
produced  by  touching  the  external fauces, 

F  2  with 

during  the  laft  24  hours  preceding  his  death.  The Jiomacb 
had  therefore  either  loft  that  contra&ile  power,  by  which  its. 
contents  are  propelled  into  the  duodenum  ;  or  what  is  I  think 
more  probable,  there  was  a  Ilridture  upon  the  lower  orifice  of 
that  organ  which  oppofed  the  exit  of  its  contents. 
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with  a  fluid*,  or  by  the  contact  of  cold 
air  with  thefe  parts  5  and  nearly-  in  as  great 
a  decree.  But  a  folid  or  a  fluid  fubftance 

O  ^ 

being  conveyed  into  the  Oefophagus  ;  the 
tranfit  into  the  ftomach  is  accomplithed 
with  little  or  no  impediment :  fo  that  in 
fa6t  the  difficulty  is  furmounted,  before 
the  patient  is  engaged  in  the  addon  of 
lwallowing. 

Nor  is  the  excruciating  pain  which  never 
fails  to  be  the  companion  of  every  attempt 
to  drink,  felt  in  the  fauces  and  throat  ;  it 
is  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  to  which  the 
fufterer  applies  his  hand  ;  whilft  a  kind  of 
fobbing  interrupted  refpiration  is  obferva- 
ble,  fomewhat  refembling  that  which  a 
gradual  immerfion  of  the  feet  in  very  cold 
water  occafions  but  in  a  much  greater 
degree.  The  countenance  is  at  the  fame 
time  diftorted  with  the  rifus  fardonius.  The 
mufcles  of  the  abdomen  are  forcibly  con¬ 
tracted, 

4 

*  The  increafed  feniibllity  is  not  confined  to  the  internal 
and  external  fauces,  but  the  cutaneous  nerves ,  upon  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body,  alfo  have  it  in  a  highly  morbid  degree  ; 
for  in  the  lafb  patient  his  interrupted  fobbing  refpiration  with 
pain  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  was  renewed,  as  often  as  a 
frefh  part  was  touched  by  the  undulatory  motion  of  the  warm 
water. 
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tracted,  and  a  fenfe  of  fuffocation  feems  to 
threaten  the  patient  with  immediate  death. 
From  the  prefence  of  the  rif'us fardonius, 
from  the  fhort  interrupted  manner  of  breath¬ 
ing,  from  his  pointing  conftantly  to  the 
Jcrobiculus  cordis ,  and  from  the  exquifite 
torture  returning  with  fo  much  vehemence, 
I  was  led  to  believe,  that  in  the  Hydrophobia 
a  new  fympathy  was  eftablifhed  between  the 
fauces  and  the  diaphragm  ;  that  the  latter 
was  drawn  into  a  moft  fevere fpafm  as  often, 
as  any  offending  caufe  operated  upon  the 
former:  and  that  the  abdominal mufcles  were 
in  the  fame  manner  aftedled  is  clearly  evin¬ 
ced,  by  the  contents  of  the  urinary  bladder 
being  at  the  fame  time  forcibly  expelled. 
Future  obfervation  will  confirm  or  refute 
this  opinion  :  in  the  interim  it  may  not  be 
amifs  in  thofe  to  whom  the  Hydrophobia 
may  occur,  to  diredl  their  endeavours  to¬ 
wards  diminifhing  that  morbid  fenjibility 
above-mentioned  :  which  feems  to  give 
rife  to  fo  much  mifchief. 

Amongft  many  other  Angularities  to 
which  the  bite  of  a  mad- dog  gives  rife,  is 
the  adtion  of  the  poifon  upon  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied  5  and  by  which  it  di- 

ftinguifhes 
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ftinguiihes  itfelf  from  every  other  animal 
or  vegetable  poifon  that  I  at  prefent  re¬ 
collect.  For  neither  extraordinary  inflam¬ 
mation,  nor  any  other  circumftance  which 
marks  its  violence,  is  here  difcernible. 
Nor  can  the  progrefs  it  makes  towards  an 
admifiion  into  the  fyftem  be  discovered  by 
difeajcd  lympbaticks ,  betwixt  the  wound  and 
the  next  conglobate  gland ;  or  what  is  more 
common  in  the  gland  itfelf.  Evident  to¬ 
kens  betray  the  adtion  of  other  poifons  on 
a  part  denuded  of  its  cutiqular  covering* 
In  inoculating  with  the  virus  of  the  fmall- 
pox  the  cuticle  being  flrfl:  feparated,  a 
fmall  particle  of  variolous  matter  is  placed 
in  contact  with  the  part  thus  deprived  of 
its  defence.  An  inflammation  is  railed 
within  a  certain  time,  and  an  ulcer  follows, 
A  portion  of  matter  which  this  ulcer  fur- 
nifhes  is  abforbed  ;  paffes  m'o  the  circula¬ 
ting  blood  ;  raifes  a  fever,  and  produces 
the  fame  difeafe  with  that  which  furnifhed 
the  virus. 

When  the  Venereal  Poifon  is  applied  to 
the  human  frame,  the  external  part  ex- 
pofed  to  its  adtion  is  very  generally  flrfl:  af¬ 
reet  ed,  and  afterwards  the  circulating  fluids, 

which 
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which  depofite  the  affimilating  Leven  up¬ 
on  particular  parts,  with  fymptoms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  that  difeafe. 

t  .  I 

The  bite  of  the  Viper  alfo  occafions  pain 
and  inflammation ,  which  are  propagated  a- 
long  the  limb  that  has  been  wounded. 

When  a  wound,  however  flight,  is  made 
by  an  arrow,  or  any  other  weapon  armed 
with  the  Wcorrara  or  Lamas ,  or  Lieu- 
nas  poifon,  the  firfl  action  is  upon  the 
wounded  part ;  and  immediately  in  quick 
fucceffion,  its  deleterious  effects  are  com¬ 
municated  to  the  common  fenfory,  and  to 
the  whole  frame  \  and  fpeedy  death  is  the 
confequence.  A  different  procefs  is  ob~ 
fervable  when  the  Canine  poifon  fhews  its 
baneful  affedts.  The  wound  heals  of  it- 
felf,  or  under  the  moft  limple  means ;  and 
without  difficulty.  The  limb  on  which 
the  wound  was  inflidted  -f*,  is  fcarcely  more. 

affected 

*  See  Bankart’s  Hiftory  of  Guiana. 

f  It  mull  not  however  be  difguifed,  that  in  two  of  the 
cafes  I  have  related,  pain  in  the  limb  bitten  was  among# 
the  firft  fymptoms  which  preceded  the  Hydrophobia  ;  and  in 
the  other,  where  the  cheek  was  wounded,  pain  and  tightnefs 
about  the  temples  accompanied  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder  :  but  in  neither  of  the  examples,  did  the  wounded 
part  or  fears  undergo  any  change. 
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affedted  than  any  other  part  of  the  body  $ 
and  when  the  Hydrophobia  appears,  as 
well  as  daring  its  continuance,  even  to 
the  laft  moment  of  the  patient’s  life,  we 
have  feen  it  continue  unchanged  *,  not- 
withftanding  what  has  been  la-d  by  fome 
writers  on  this  fubjedt.  Nor  is  there  any 
evidence,  fo  far  as  the  obvious  qualities  of 
the  blood  may  be  traded,  of  that  fluid  be¬ 
ing  altered,  or  acted  upon  by  it.  Nor  do 
the  Lymph&ticks,  nor  the  next  conglobate 
Glands ,  betwixt  the  part  wounded  and  the 
heart,  flbew  any  fig  ns  of  difeafe. 

The  diftance  of  time  alio  from  the  bite, 
to  the  appearance  of  the  Hydrophobia,  is 
different  and  Jf  uncertain.  In  the  boy  whofe 
cafe  I  have  related,  it  was  a  month;  in 
Dr  Fothergill’s  patient  it  was  three 

months  ; 

*  Frequenter  natavi  caput  ejus  v  erf  us  partem  dextram , 
hi  hcefus  fuit  a  Cane,  fuijfe  con<vulfum ,  in  qua  a  Cicatrice 
tis  infigni  exftitit  morfus  <vefligium  ;  adeo  autem  ab  omni  do  ■ 
lore  liberum ,  ut  plane  ijfius  7norJus  oblitus  effete  prius  quam  a 
difquijitione  a  me  fa£la>  nunquid  aliquid  tale  accidijfet ,  iftiur 
recordations  animum  ejus  perfricaffenu  Ridley’s  Obferv. 
P.  in. 

f  this  variation  of  time  in  the  appearance  of  the 
JTydiophobia,  is  to  oe  accounted  for,  I  know  not.  Poifons 
which  aie  fuppofed  to  a£t  upon  the  circulating  fluids,  are 
more  man i felt  and  fpeedy  in  their  operation. 
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months;  in  Dr  Dickfon’s  it  vvas  four 
months  *,  and  in  the  man  it  was  nine 
months. 


We  are  then,  I  believe,  to  fee k  for  its 
a-ftion,  folely  in  the  Nervous  Syftem  -K 

whofe 


*  Vide  Med.  ObfernJ.  and  Enquiries ,  vol.  III. 
f  1  he  adion  of  the  Canine  poifon  Teems  confined  to  this 
part  or  cur  frame,  infomuch,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  the  qualities  of  the  blood  are  altered  by  it.  It  is  not 
my  intention  here,  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry  how  far  the 
properties  which  this  fluid  has  in  circulation  may  be  imparted 
to  the  feveral  fecretions :  nor  to  fpeak  of  that  wonderful  fa¬ 
culty,  which  the  various  organs  in  the  human  body  defin’d 
to  this  purpofe  pofTefs.  The  power  which  the  living  body 
enjoys,  of  preparing  fuchai  divcrfity  of  fluids  from  the  fame 
common  mals,  notwithfianding  all  the  improvements  which 
modern  phyfiology  can  boafi,  Hill  remains  a  my  fiery  that 
mull  attratf  our  admiration.  It  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe, 
that  the  faiiva  of  the  Hydrophobus  has  been  fufpeded  to 
contain  a  highly  noxious  quality,  of  which  the  breath  of  the 
patient  is  fuppofed  to  partake.  It  is  poflible  this  opinion 
may  be  well  founded,  but  with  the  reader’s  permifiion  I  will 
mention  a  fad:  or  two  which  feem  to  militate  againft  it, 
vvhilfi  at  the  fame  time  I  freely  acknowledge  the  inefficiency 
of  a  Tingle  experiment  to  afcertain  any  philofophical  truth, 
and  much  lefs  fo  where  the  interefiof  the  community  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  decifion. 


I  never  was  of  opinion  that  the  Hydrophobia  was  a  difeafe 
fo  highly  contagious  as  to  be  propagated  by  the  breath  of 
the  patient,  and  therefore  have  at  all  times  without  appre- 
henfion  vifited  thofe  who  have  come  under  my  care.  The 
example  was  of  ufe  in  removing  fears  which  the  attendants 
had,  efpecially  in  the  firft  inftance  of  the  difeafe,  which  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  :  It  is  the  duty  of  humanity  to  defiroy  fuch  pre- 

^  judices 
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whofe  laws,  altho’  we  are  fomewhat  better 
acquainted  with  than  we  were  fifty  years 
ago,  yet  a  much  larger  fhare  of  knowledge 
is  requifite,  in  this  refpedt,  before  a  pro¬ 
bable  explanation  of  the  feveral  Phceno- 
mena  attendant  on  the  bite  of  tne  mad- 
dog,  can  be  attempted*.  At  prefent  it 
may  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  poifon  of  the 
dog,  or  other  mad  animal,  a6ts  upon  the 
nerves,  by  impairing  and  difturbing  their 
influence  5  and  this  at  length  increafes  to 
fo  ereat  a  degree,  as  to  fpeedily  end  in  a 
total  extinction  of  the  vital  principle. 

It  has  been  hitherto  a  matter  undeter¬ 
mined  I  think,  how  far  the  Hydrophobia 
was  to  be  confidered  as  an  inflammatory 

difeafe  ; 

*  /• 

judices  as  Toon  as  may  be.  I  know  not  who  would  be  brought 
to  attend  the  difeafe,  were  this  opinion  of  its  contagious 
nature  to  be  admitted.  A  nurfe  who  was  conilantly  with  the 
child,  who  very  often  killed  it,  and  who  repeatedly  received 
its  breath  upon  her  face  and  mouth,  has  not  experienced  the 
Jeaftill  effea  from  it.  Two  months  are  now  elapfed,  fince  the 
dog  was  inoculated  with  faliva  taken  from  the  lad:  patient  ; 
he  continues  at  this  time  quite  free  from  difeafe :  If  at  a 
future  period  any  evil  fhould  refult  from  the  foimer,  or  the' 
rabies  fiiould  appear  in  the  latter,  I  fhall  think  it  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  on  me  to  inform  the  public  of  it. 

*  The  reader  will  lee  an  attempt  made  to  explain  tne  ac¬ 
tion  of  this  poifon,  in  Dr  Altad’s  celebrated  Treatife  on  the 
fubjeft,  but  not  a  iatisfa&ory  one. 
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difeafe ;  or  at  leaft  connected  with  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  thofe  parts  *  more  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  ;  and  in  general  bleeding  'f 
with  the  Antiphlogiftic  method  has  been 
employed. 

The  want  of  lirmnefs  in  the  pulfe,  the 
evident  diminution  of  vital  energy,  with 
thofe  fpalms  that  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
notice  of  the  Phyfician,  will,  I  think,  re¬ 
move  any  doubts  he  may  entertain  as  to 
what  clafs  of  difeales  it  belongs.  I  do  not 
hefitate  in  placing  it  amongft  the  truly 
fpaftick  ones  ;  undifguifed  by  that  mixture 
of  fymptoms,  which  may  fometimes  mif- 
lead  a  cautious  pradtitioner. 

xSioi  fhould  I  conficer  an  inflammatorv 
dilcolouration  of  the  fauces  (thould  this 

G  2  ever 

*  Mcrdendi  defiderium,  in  a  Cane  rabido  morfis ,  magni 
nominis  mcdicus,  referebat  ad  infiainmationem  faucium ,  et 
conjunSlam  Angina  fpeciem  ;  fed  aperta  aliquot  ies  cadaver  a , 
nulla  inflammations  vefligia  apparere .  Bonet.  Sepulc,  Anat. 
P.  1 88.  Obferv.  io. 

f  It  is  true  Dr  Fochergill  remarks,  that  there  was  an  in¬ 
flammatory  denfity  of  the  blood  in  his  patient,  which  induced 
him  to  order  a  fecond  quantity  to  be  drawn.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  equivocal  fign  of  the  prefence  of  inflammation 
or  even  a  tendency  to  it  in  the  attack  of  a  difeafe,  and  can¬ 
not  therefore  be  admitted  as  deciiive  in  any  rdpe£l.  See 

Dr  Fothergi/l's  paper  on  the  Hydrophobia,  Usd,  Qbferv f 
and  Enquiries,  vol.  iv. 
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ever  occur)  in  any  other  light  than  as  an 
accidental  adjundt ;  not  of  importance  fuf- 
ficient  to  induce  the  Phyiician  to  fwerve 
from  that  line  of  treatment  which  a  ge¬ 
nuine  fpafmodick  affedtion  requires. 

The  confidence  with  which  medicines 
have  been  recommended  to  the  public,  as 
effectual  in  the  cure  of  this  dreadful  dis¬ 
order,  did  at  firft,  I  confefs,  fill  me  with 
expedlation  that  it  might  be  checked  in  its 
progrefs,  and  at  length  finally  fubdued. 
In  this  I  was  deceived.  A  medical  treat¬ 
ment  more  fuited  to  the  end  in  veiw  than 
any  we  are  yet  acquainted  with,  is  devout¬ 
ly  to  be  wi flied  for,  of  fufficient  efficacy 
to  controul  a  difeafe,  amongft  the  moil  a- 
cute,  and  I  believe  the  moil  deadly,  to 
which  mankind  is  expofed  *. 

It 

*  Raro  <ue!  nunquam  quartum  diem  excedi t  hie  morbus,  com  - 
putando  imprimis  a  fine  primi  gradus.  V  an  Swieten’s  Com¬ 
ment,  tom.  3,  p.  558. 

Neque  Afclepiadis  Sefiatores  intelligibile  quiddam  ajferunt , 
qui  propterea  pajfionem  tardam  put  ant,  quia  pofi  plurimum 
tempus  morfus  inflifii ,  agri  morte  afficiuntur.  Cum  non  eporteat 
illud  tempus  agrotanti  imputari ,  quo  nondum  rabie  < vexatur , 
quippe  cum  necdum  corpus  ajficiat :  et  quum  emicuerit  non  habet 
Juperpofitiones  feu  dilationes ,  ficut  qui  fpecialiter  tardis  ajfici - 

'untur  pajfionibus ,  et  ab  hoc  cehrrime  agrotantes  interficiat  non 

fiolum 
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It  is  not  a  pleahng  tafk,  to  adduce  to 
the  public  another  example  of  the  failure 
of  a  medicine,  which,  as  a  Prophyladtick 
and  cure,  has  been  poffeifed  of  its  good  o- 

pinion, 

folum  ut  acuta  fed  etiam  ut  eontinua  paffio.  Cad.  Aurel.  de 
Hydroph.  Cap.  11. 

dfuum  d  nata  Medicina  hucufque ,  omnes  fere  Artis  Principes 
deplorent  demorforum  Prophylaxin ,  <vix  uliam  cert  am  baberi  > 
et  ja?n  aquam  pa-ventium  fanatorum ,  exemplum  dari  certa  fids 
nullum .  Boerhave’s  Aphor.  de  cognofc.  et  curand.  morb. 
Aphor.  1139. 

The  learned  Commentator  on  Boerhave’s  Aphorifms,  feems 
to  have  no  doubt  of  the  Hydrophobia  having  been  cured,  and 
relates  the  following  ftory,  which  the  reader  will  think  of  as 
he  pleafes.  I  cannot  however  refrain  from  exprefling  a  wifli 
that  the  difeafe  had  been  more  fatisfa&orily  identified  than 
it  is. 

Helmontius  oculattim  teflem  fie  profitetur.  Vidit  enim  tran- 
Seuntcm  na-vem ,  et  in  ilia  fenem  nudum ,  funibus  ‘vinftu?n, 
habentem  pondus  pedibus  ajfixum  :  Zona  fub  axillis  tranfeunte 
xzlligatus  erat  Antenna :  a  cane  autem  Rabido  demorfus  fenex 
ille  jam  erat  Hydropbobus .  Credebat  Helmontius,  quod  mi- 
J'erum  fuffocare  Jub  aquis  in  animo  haberent ,  ne  propagareiur 
contagium  :  at  Nauta  audadler projnittebat  fenem  poft  rcditurum 
J'anum .  Pretio  impetravit  Helmontius,  utfocius  et  tefiis  effet 
hujus  curationis  ;  njiditque  quod  fene?n  in  altum  prius  fublatum 
in  mare  prac:pite?7i  dederint ,  et  fub  aquis  retinuerint  tanto 
tempore ,  quo  Pfalmus  Miferere  recitari  potuiffet.  Poflea  ad 
hue  binis  ‘vicibus  fuhmerj'erunt ,  fed  non  tarn  diu  :  dumque 
mortuum  fufpicaretur  Helmontius,  folutis  ^vinculis  cepit  aquam 
ntarinam ,  quam  hauferat  eajomere ,  et  rewixit ,  pofica  rabie 
liber.  Tefiabatur  autem  Nauta ,  omnes  Hydrophobes fic  fanari 
peffe .  Van  Swieten’s  Comment.  Tom.  3d.  Page  559. 

TheUnicum  remedium  of  Celfus  is  a  remedy  of the  fame 
kind.  Vide  Anc.  Corn.  Celfus  Lib.  5.  Cap ,  xxvii. 
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pinion,  and  of  unfhaken  reputation  ;  but 
truth  demands  it.-— The  danger  of  acqui- 
efcing  under  an  exhibition  of  the  Ormjkirk 
Medicine ,  is  now  evident,  and  wiii,  I  hope,, 
create  a  due  degree  of  caution  in  thole,  to 
whom  they  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
be  bit  by  a  rnad  animal,  may  commit  them- 
felves. 

Of  the  great  variety  of  remedies  which 
have  had  their  day  of  reputation,  there  is 
not  one  which  has  not  pofTeffed  the  credit, 
fome  time  or  other,  of  preventing  the 
noxious  effects  ariling  from  the  bite  of  a 
xnad-dog, 

A  more  adequate  experience  has  with 
all  of  them  difcovered  the  deception.  Of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  perfons  *  who 
were  bit  by  the  dog  which  gave  the  fatal 
wound  to  the  poor  boy,  not  one  felt  the 
leaft  ill  effedt  but  himfelf ;  and  I  find  up¬ 
on  enquiry,  this  has  frequently  been  the 

cafe. 

*  In  the  contemplation  of  fo  dreadful  a  difeafe,  there  is 
fome  comfort  derived  from  knowing  that  the  Hydrophobia  is 
by  no  means  the  inevitable  confequence  of  being  bit  by  a 
mad  animal  ;  the  chance  is  in  favor  of  the  perfons  not  feel¬ 
ing  any  bad  efTeft  from  the  bite,  altho’  no  means,  by  way  of 

prevention,  are  employed  ;  as  mud  appear  from  the  fad: 
above-mentioned. 
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cafe.  In  the  above  number  were  fome 
who  took  the  Ormikirk  Medicine;  others 
went  to  the  fait  water ;  and  a  part  of  them 
made  ufe  of  no  remedy ;  yet  thefe  fared  e- 
qually  well  with  the  moft  attentive  to  their 
injury.  The  fame  thing  has  often  happened 
before ;  and  much  merit,  I  doubt  not,  has 
been  attributed  to  the  medicine  taken,  from 
that  celebrated  one,  of  Sir  George  Cobb* 
down  to  the  infallible  one  which  my  good 
Lady  Bountiful’ s  Receipt-Book  furnifhes. 

Amongft  all  the  Prophylacticks  now  in 
ufe,  *1  would  recommend  an  application  of 
the  actual  Cautery  *,  to  the  part  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  bite ;  or,  what  I  fhould 
prefer  to  this,  a  dilatation  of  the  wound 

if 

*  Morgagni  fuppofing  with  S  alius,  that  the  firit  figns  of 
the  approach  of  the  diieafe  were  to  be  found  in  the  part  that 
was  wounded,  propofes  to  prevent  its  further  progrefs  by 
taking  the  piece  out.  Non  adeo  difficilis  ni  partis  conduit 
inter dum  cbjlaret,  ejfet  prefers  utio,  <vel  ab  imminente  jam 
morbo,  Ji  cum  primulum  dolors s,  aut  pruritus,  ut  etiam  ali - 
quando  contigit,  alue-ve  mutationes  in  fanata  came  oboriren *■ 
tur ,  confejlim  paulo  plus ,  de  hac  abfeinderetux ,  quam  olint 
fuerat  demorjum,  aut  alte  eadem  inureretur.  I  fhould  very 
much  doubt  whether  this  would  be  of  fervice  to  the  patient,  if 
the  Hydrophobia  had  made  its  appearance  in  any  degree. 
Pain  in  the  limb  wounded  is  a  fymptom  with  which  the  dif- 
safe  feems  to  commence.  Vid.  Morgagni  de  Qaufis  et  Sedi- 
bus  Morborum  per  Anatotntn  indigatis. 


Observations  on 


53 

if  final!,  filling  it  with  gun-powder,  and 
felting  fire  to  it :  This  would  produce  a 
laceration  of  the  part,  would  fecure  a  free 
and  continued  difchargefor  fome  time,  and 
pofiibly  the  action  of  ignited  gun-powder 
upon  the  poifbo,  may  have  its  ufe. 

Difproportionaie  as  the  means  we  now 
poflefs,  may  be  found  to  the  cure  of  the 
Hydtophobia,  1  fear  we  muft  as  yet  be 
contented  with  them.  It  is  not  from  rea- 
foiling  on  the  vifcidity  of  the  Canine  Sa¬ 
liva,  or  on  the  acid  quality  of  the  poifon, 
that  we  are  to  expebt  any  ufeful  improve- 
men t,  in  the  treatment  of  lo  terrible  a 
idifeafe,  but  from  well  authenticated  Cafes 
recorded  with  accuracy.  Let  us  accumu¬ 
late  fads  'ere  we  begin  to  reafon,  and  con¬ 
duct  this  with  a  ftribt  regard  to  the  efta- 
bl idled  laws  of  the  animal  (economy. 
This  method  of  improvement  may  be  flow 
in  its  progrefs,  but  will  in  the  end  make 
us  more  intimately  and  ufefully  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  difeafe. 

I  know  not  any  diforder  to  which  the  hu¬ 
man  race  is  expofed,  where  medicine  fhews 
fb  little  power  as  in  the  Hydrophobia.  The 

difeafe. 
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diforder,  from  its  firft  appearance,  poiTeffes 
the  frame  fo  entirely,  as  to  render  it  fupe- 
noi  to  the  controul  of  the  moft  powerful 
remedies  which  the  Materia  Medica  af¬ 
fords,  and  fo  continues  to  its  termination, 
m  death.  Opium,  tho’  given  with  more' 
than  common  freedom  *,  does  not  procure 
even  a  ihort  fufpence  from  thofe  violent 
fpafms,  and  exceffive  perturbation,  with 
which  the  miterable  patient  is  tormented ; 
nor  does  it  betray  the  leaf:  narcotic  quality, 
when  given  even  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
dram  for  a  dofe.  Ihe  fedative  powers  of 
the  warm  Bath  proved  greater  than  Opium, 
but  did  not  materially  affect  for  any  time 
the  violence  of  the  fymptoms  ;  and  after  a 
few  repetitions  it  ceafed  to  have  any  vifible 
adion.  Mercurial  Ointment,  which  pof- 
feffes  in  no  mean  degree  a  power  of  allay¬ 
ing  inordinate  contractions  when  applied 
externally,  was  of  no  avail,  altho’  ufed  in 
an  Herculean  quantity.  One  of  .the  moft 
powerful  mercurial  preparations  given  in- 

H  ternally, 

*  In  the  courfe  of  fourteen  hours  the  firft  patient  fwallowed 
57  grains  of  Opium,  befides  half  an  ounce  of  Laudanum, 
which  was  given  in  a  Clyfter,  and  what  was  applied  to  the 
throat  externally.  In  the  laft  Cafe,  Opium  was  given  by  no 
weans  with  a  fparing  hand  to  a  child  eight  years  old. 
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tcrnally,  with  thofe  taken  from  other  me^ 
tals,  mulk,  foetid  medicines,  and  camphire, 
were  found  upon  trial  equally  ineffectual 
in  procuring  the  patient  a  refpite  from  his 
increafing  difeafe.  A  fudden  immerfion  in 
cold  water  carried  to  an  extremity,  made 
a  more  manifelt  impreffion  upon  the  ma¬ 
lady  j  but  no  kfting  or  effential  advantage 
was  gained  by  this,  forcibly  as  the  common 
fenfory  and  whole  nervous  fyltem  mult 
have  been  aCted  upon  by  it.  At  prefent  I 
cannot  propofe  to  myfeif  any  other  plan  of 
treatment  which  promifes  to  be  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  May  accident,  induftry,  or  the 
wifdom  of  our  profeffion  fpeedily  provide 
us  with  means  more  adequate  to  the  re¬ 
moval  of  one  of  the  greateft  calamities  to 
which  mankind  is  expofed !  I  have  teen 
enough  of  it  to  gratify  all  my  curiofhy, 
fully  to  latisfy  me  ol  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  to  make  me  lincerely  wilh  a 
a  fourth  example  may  not  occur,  until 
I  am  better  prepared  to  meet  fo  formidable 
an  enemy. 


t  6r  ] 
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CAESARIAN  SECTION. 

J  SHALL  preface  the  following  detail 
of  the  Cajarian  Section,  with  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  poor  woman’s  health,  who  was 
the  lubjedt  of  it,  previous  to  her  Pregnancy; 
fiom  whence  it  will  appear,  that  other 
caufes  may  alter  the  firm  texture  of  bones, 
fo  as  to  occafion  a  diftortion,  befides  a  mor¬ 
bid  fojtnefs,  of  which  we  have  fome  curious 
examples  recorded. 

Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  aged  forty, 
was  in  the  year  1775  admitted  an  In-patient 
of  the  Leicefter-Infirmary,  having  a  Para- 
lyfis  of  the  lower  limbs.  She  was  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  five  children,  all  of  which  fhe  had 
brought  into  the  world,  without  any  other 
circumftances,  than  the  ordinary  ones  at¬ 
tendant  on  Labour.  Since  her  laft  child. 
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a  great  deformity  of  the  Spine  had  taken 
place,  and  as  appeared  afterwards,  of  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis  ailo.  She  left  the  In¬ 
firmary,  after  a  refidence  of  fix  montns,  in 
many  retpedfs  better  for  the  treatment  the 
had  there  received,  and  continued  after  her 
difmiffion,  to  recover  ftill  more  the  ufe  of 
her  limbs.  About  a  twelvemonth  after  this 
fhe  found  herfelf  breeding  ;  and  went  her 
full  time  without  any  thing  occuring  ftngu- 
3ar  enough  to  deferve  notice. 

Upon  her  being  feized  with  Labour-pains, 
a  female  Accoucheur  was  called  to  her  affift- 
ance,  who  finding  the  Pelvis  uncommonly 
fmall,  and  that  the  labour  did  not  advance 
after  two  days  attendance,  defired  fome  fur¬ 
ther  help  might  be  procured.  M  r.  At  kin fon, 
&  Surgeon  of  Leicefter,  wasfentfor;  who 
upon  examining  the  ftate  of  the  parts,  was 
fully  fatisfied  that  the  Pelvis  was  much 
froaller  than  any  he  had  ever  met  with  be¬ 
fore.  He  found  the  deformity  (occafioned 
in  part  by  the  difiortion  of  the  laft  Lumbar 
Vertebra )  exceedingly  great ;  and  as  he  then 
thought  a  feparation  of  the  Symphyfs  of  the 
Offa  Pubis,  but  notwithftanding  this,  it  was 
abfolutely  impoffible  to  introduce  his  hand  : 

Nor 
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Nor  from  the  uncommon  narrownefs  of  the 
Pei  vis,  could  the  head  of  the  child  make 
any  prog  refs. 

In  a  Cafe  fo  lingular,  and  withal  fo  dan¬ 
gerous,  he  defired  to  have  the  advantage  of 
a  confultation.  Accordingly  Mr.  Fox ,  a 
gentleman  of  this  town,  eminently  fkilfu! 
in  that  branch  of  bufmefs,  and  of  great  ex¬ 
perience,  immediately  went  with  him  to 
the  poor  woman.  Upon  availing  himfelf  of 
the  neceffary  examination,  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  impreffed,  as  the  former  had  been, 
with  the  impracticability  of  introducing 
more  than  two  fingers,  and  of  the  very  little 
chance  there  was  of  her  being  delivered; 
urdefs  nature  fhould  contrive  fome  other 
means  of  furmounting  this  difficulty,  than 
their  imagination  could  fuggeil  :  for  it  did 
not  appear  to  either  of  them,  that  the  dia¬ 
meter  of  the  Pelvis,  from  the  Oja  Pubis  to 
the  Sacrum,  was  more  than  an  inch  and  an 
half,  to  which  the  difiance  from  one  Ifchiam 
to  the  other  feemed  to  bear  a  pretty  exadt 
proportion.  Under  thefe  circumftances  they 
did  me  the  honour  to  defire  I  would  meet 
them,  with  the  remaining  part  of  their  Bre¬ 
thren  refident  in  Leicefter;  and  by  a  candid 

unreferved 
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unreferved  comparifon  of  opinion,  to  devife 
fome  means  if  poffible,  of  abiding  the  poor 
woman  ;  'ere  the  laft  method,  with  which 
the  Profeffion  is  acquainted,  was  put  into 
execution  ;  for  the  child  had  not  made  the 
lead;  advance,  bnce  her  labour  began.  The 
woman  was  wearied  with  fruitlefs  pains* 
and  her  ftrength  much  reduced,  notwiih- 
ftanding  fome  dumber  had  now  and  then 
been  procured  by  the  occafional  adminiflra- 
tion  of  Extr.  'Thebaic .  The  poor  objedt  was? 
now  removed,  from  a  dark  inconvenient 
cold  room,  to  a  warm  one  in  the  Leiceder- 
Infirmary.  For  altho’  Women  with  Child 
are  not  allowed  to  lye-in  there,  the  Angu¬ 
larity  and  urgency  of  this  cafe,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  every  one,  made  a  very  fair  excep¬ 
tion  to  a  general  rule.  She  was  accordingly 
carried  in  a  Sedan-chair,  to  a  warm  apart¬ 
ment  in  that  Houfe. 

Seven  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  in  fuc- 
ceffion,  fatisfied  themlelves,  that,  notwith- 
lianding  her  waters  were  faid  to  have  come 
away  fome  days  before,  yet  the  membranes 
with  a  portion  of  duid,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  the  touch  ;  all  but  one  agreeing 
in  the  impoffibility  of  introducing  more 

than 


Of  the  Caesarian  Section1.  6  s 

than  two  lingers.  This  Gentleman  ex- 
preffing  his  hopes,  that  by  a  further  delay, 
the  might  be  delivered,  by  means  which 
are  pradtifed  daily  ■,  a  refpite  of  fix  hours 
was  given  her,  notwithftanding  the  mani- 
feft  decline  in  her  ftrength.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  this  period,  the  remaining  por¬ 
tion  of  water  came  away ;  and  in  the  in¬ 
terim,  fhe  had  taken  a  little  food,  and  got 
now  and  then  fome  difturbed  deep. 

The  perfon  above  fpoken  of,  after  this 
interval,  made  a  fecond  attempt  to  intro¬ 
duce  his  hand ;  this  put  the  woman  to  ex- 
quiiite  pain,  and  proved  as  ineffectual  as 
every  former  one.  What  was  now  to  bo 
done  ?  The  child  was  alive  and  vigorous  ; 
the  woman’s  ftrength  extremely  exhauft- 
ed  ;  her  labour  not  the  leaft  advanced,  from 
the  firft  hour  :  and  the  Pelvis  fo  ftraight, 
that  fhould  it  be  thought  advifable,  to 
rifque  faving  the  mother’s  life,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  child’s  ;  nobody  could  under** 
take  to  ufe  an  inftrument  with  any  certain¬ 
ty,  in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  and  an  half ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  every  one,  was 
the  larged  fpace  this  ill-formed  Pelvis  af¬ 
forded. 
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forded.  It  was  therefore  concluded  to 
mention  to  her,  the  extreme  danger  of  her 
fituation,  both  to  herfelf  and  child  ;  and 
to  propofe  taking  the  latter  from  her,  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  knife ;  the  alternative 
of  this  propofal  being,  in  the  judgement 
of  every  one,  the  inevitable  death  of  both 
mother  and  child.  The  talk  of  mention¬ 
ing  this  dreadful  expedient  to  her,  was  al¬ 
lotted  to  me  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  the  ve¬ 
ry  general  want  of  fuceefs,  when  the  Ca- 
jarean  Seffion  has  been  performed,  under 
every  advantage  that  fkiii  could  afford, 
made  it  an  office  mod:  unpleafing.— The 
poor  woman,  though  fully  apprized  of  the 
danger,  readily  gave  her  confent ;  and  e- 
very  preparation  being  made,  and  the  A f- 
iiftants  commodioufly  placed,  each  having 
his  lhare  of  the  bufinefs  allotted  to  him, 
Mr  Atkinfon  began  the  operation,  by  mak¬ 
ing  an  inchion  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  thro’  the  fkin,  and  Adipofe  Mem¬ 
brane,  about  fix  inches  in  length  ;  the 
Abdominal  Mufcles  were  then  divided, 
and  afterwards  the  Peritonaeum ;  when  the 
Uterus  in  Situ  was  ciifcovered ;  this  was 
cautioufly  wounded,  firft  by  puncturing 

it 
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it  with  a  lancet,  and  afterwards  with  a 
probe  pointed  knife,  to  the  extent  of  four 
inches :  Immediately  the  Placejita  protrud¬ 
ed  itfelf;  it  was  inftantly  removed,,  by  an 
attentive  expert  affiftant,  when  a  healthy 
full-grown  child  was  difcovered,  with  its 
breech  presented  to  the  Os  Uteri*.  This 
was  extradted  without  the  lead  injury,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  feconds  ;  the  lips  of 
the  wounded  Uterus  being  gently  Hipped 
over  its  head,  with  all  the  caution  which 
an  organ  of  that  importance,  under  fuch 
an  injury,  demanded.  The  effuiion  of 
blood  was  inconfiderable ;  but  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  intejlinesy  much  inflated,  were 
pufhed  out,  and  gave  the  Affiftante  lbme 
trouble  ;  their  return  however  was  entire¬ 
ly  effected,  and  the  operation  Anifhed,  by 

uniting  the  external  wound  with  the  quil¬ 
led  Suture. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  Friday 
evening,  and  immediately  after  this,  an 

I  anodyne 

This  pofition  of  the  child  confirmed  the  propriety,  and 
neceflity  of  the  operation,  for  to  a  Pelvis  fo  ill  formed,  as  to 
render  the  exit  of  the  child  impoflible,  was  added  a  preter¬ 
natural  prefentation,  which  could  only  be  altered,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  the  hand  into  the  Uterus :  How  impracticable  this 
was,  has  been  before  taken  notice  of. 
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anodyne  draught,  with  thirty  drops  of 
FinSt*  7 hebaic  was  adminiftered;  a  Clyfler 
confifting  of  an  infufion  of  CammGmile 
Flowers ,  with  Olive  Oil \  was  ordered  to 
be  injedted  in  fouivor  five  hours,  and  the 
whole  Abdomen  was  "to,  be  covered  with 
fealded  bran,  inclofed  in  a  flannel  bag, 
which  was  to  be  kept  there  during  the 

night. 

On  Saturday  morning  upon  vifiting  her, 
I  found  fhe  had  pafied  the  night  without 
pain,  and  had  flept  a  little.  She  had  taken 
near  a  pint  of  Sago ,  Panada ,  and  Broth ,  at 
different  times,  and  this  without  ficknefs 
or  vomiting.  In  the  morning  it  was  dif- 
covered,  that  a  coniiderable  portion  of  In- 
teftine,  had  inflnuated  itfelf  betwixt  the 
Hitches,  which  were  three  in  number,  and 
feemed  when  made,  quite  fufHcient  to  keep 
the  lips  ot  the  wound  accurately  in  union ; 
this  was  returned  into  the  Abdomen ,  and 
two  more  futures  were  added  to  retain  it 
there.  The  countenance  of  the  poor  crea- 

i 

ture  was  ghaftly  ;  there  was  a  general  cold- 
nefs  over  the  frame,  and  her  pulfe  was  ve¬ 
ry  feeble ;  fhe  alfo  complained  much  of 
fullnefs  in  her  ftomach,  and  of  a  general 

uneafinefs ; 
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uneafinefs  ;  the  Clyfter  was  not  yet  come 
away ;  a  Cordial  fulep  was  ordered,  of 
which  fhe  was  to  take  fome  fpoonfuls  fre¬ 
quently;  her  room  was  to  be  kept  very 
quiet,  and  bladders  of  warm  water  were 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former  Fotus, 
which  from  its  moifture  was  found  incon¬ 
venient  ;  and  as  a  means  of  procuring  an 
evacuation  by  the  inteflinal  Canal,  (he  was 
directed  to  take  two  drams  of  the  QL  Ri- 
ciniy  in  fome  broth  at  intervals,  until  a 
llool  or  two  was  procured.  A  ftriCt  in¬ 
junction  was  alfo  left,  that  fome  of  the 
before-mentioned  fpoon-meats,  fhould  be 
given  in  fmall  quantity,  as  often  as  her 
flomach  would  receive  them. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  found  fhe  had 
palled  the  night  eafy,  and  had  got  a  good 
deal  of  deep  :  Her  pulfe  was  fuller  and 
firmer,  her  refpiration  free,  her  faculties 
clear,  there  was  a  moderate  fweat  upon, 
the  fkin  ;  the  wound  was  fore,  but  not 
painful,  excepting  when  fhe  infpired  deep¬ 
ly;  her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  brownillx 
cruft  ;  her  third:  was  troublefome  ;  die 
had  made  water  twice  in  the  night,  but 
had  no  ftool  yet  fince  the  Operation.  A 

I  ^  •  purgative. 
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purgative  Clyfter  was  tins  morning  inject¬ 
ed,  which  was  returned  without  bringing 
any  ftool  with  it;  upon  injecting  this 
Clyfter  it  was  difcovered  that  the  Sp-hiftbter 
j4m\wA  loft  its  contractile  power,  making 
no  r e fift ail ce  to  the  admiffion  of  the  pipe, 
nor  did  it  retain  any  portion  of  the  Clyfter 
when  injected  ;  She  had  vomited  near  a 
pint  and  an  half,  of  a  blackifh  coloured 
fluid  :  fince  which  fhe  had  taken  about  a 
pint  of  Caudle,  made  with  malt  liquor, 
and  this  at  her  own  requeft  ;  which  re¬ 
mained  eafy  upon  her  ftomach.  Half  a 
pint  of  warm  Oil  was  to  be  injeCted  as  a 
Clyfter  ;  to  be  kept,  if  poflible,  by  artift- 

t  ...» 

cial  means,  and  to  be  repeated  occaiion- 
ally.  She  did  not  complain  asyefterday 
of  fullnefs  at  her  ftomach  ;  had  lafl  night 
ten  drops  of  cr±in3\  Thebaic^  in  fome  fmall 
Sum  and  Water.  Fifteen  drops  were  or-  • 
dered  to  be  taken  in  the  evening,  repeating 
this  in  an  hour  or  two,  if  there  fliould  be 
occafion. 


Monday  Morn.  She  vomited  this  morn¬ 
ing  quite  as  much  as  the  whole  food  fhe 
had  taken  the  preceding  day  and  night; 
neither  the  Caftor  Oil,  nor  the  Clyfters,  had 

procured 
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procured  any  ftool ;  her  pulfe  was  irregular, 
feeble,  and  fcarcely  to  be  felt;  thecoldnefs 
over  her  whole  frame  was  again  returned  ; 
her  countenance  was  more  ghaftly  ;  every 
thing  feemed  to  wear  a  moft  unpromifing 
afpedt;  her  intellects  were  perfect;  fhe  had. 
taken  C&udle  treeiy  ;  her  Anodyne  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  repeated  at  night ;  the  Bladders 
to  the  Abdomen  were  to  be  continued,  and 
a  Solution  of  Manna  was  fubftituted  for  the 
'Caftor  Oil,  as  the  latter  made  her  dick;  a 
Clyfter  of  broth,  made  of  fheep’s-head, 
was  alfo  to  be  injected  once  in  eight  hours, 
or  until  a  ftool  was  procured. 

Tuefday  Morn,  Had  nnt  vomited,  nor 
had  any  ftool  yet;  continues  to  take  her 
food  ;  her  pulfe  was  more  regular  and  firm¬ 
er  ;  her  countenance  lefs  ghaftly;  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  fullnels  at  her  ftomach  ;  and  had, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  three 
ftools,  two  of  which  were  loofe.  She  died 
at  three  o  clock  in  the  morning.  A  con- 
fequence  that  I  believe  will  very  generally 
follow  fuch  a  wound  of  the  Uterus 9  with 
its  unavoidable-  expofure  to  the  air , 


Upon 
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Upon  opening  the  Abdomen ,  which  was 
very  conliderably  increafed  in  its  bulk* 
from  flatus  in  the  inteftines ;  there  was  no 
coagulated  or  fluid  blood  found  in  its  ca-. 
vity,  but  a  quantity  of  dark  coloured  foetid 
matter.  The  Inteftines  were  not  inflamed 
nor  difeafed,  excepting  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  Ilium  about  the  fize  of  half-a- crown, 
which  was  of  a  dulky  brown  colour  and 
adhered  to  the  external  wound.  The  Uterus 
was  contracted  nearly  as  much  as  it  ufually 
is,  at  that  diftance  of  time  after  delivery. 
The  wound  made  in  its  fubftance,  was  not 
in  the  leaft  clofed.  That  part  of  it  which 
was  extended  above  the  Of  a  Pubis ,  (and 
from  the  fmailnefs  of  the  Pe/vzs,  this  was 
the  greater  portion)  was  of  a  deep  dulky 
colour,  and  in  a  ftate  of fphacelus , 

The  Plates  annexed  exhibit  a  moft  far 
tisfaCtory  view  of  the  diftorted  incommo¬ 
dious  Pelvis,  which  gave  occafion  to  fo  ter¬ 
rible  an  operation,  and  will  render  any  de- 
fcription  of  the  bones  here  unneceflary. 
The  Reflexions  on  Dividing  the  Symphyfs  of 
the  Off  a  Pubis  which  has  been  propofed 
under  fimilar  circumftances  as  a  fubftitute 
for  the  Csefarian  SeCticn,  by  M .  Sigauit  and 

Le 
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Le  Roy ,  cannot  but  prove  very  acceptable 
to  the  intelligent  reader,  and  it  is  to  be 
Hoped  will  prove  a  feafonable  check  (at 
lead:  on  this  fide  the  water)  to  the  ardour 
with  which  thofe  gentlemen  recommend 
that  operation. 

The  child  was  found  to  have  an  imper¬ 
forated  Penis ,  but  this  inconvenien  ce  was 
effectually  removed,  by  a  flight  pundture 
with  the  lancet :  He  has  fince  been  bap¬ 
tized  under  the  name  of  Julius  Ccefar  ;  is 
a  healthy  fine  boy,  now  lomewhat  more 
than  a  year  old,  and  likely  to  live. 


To 
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..  Jh,  %+.,  ; 

To  Dr.  V  A  U  G  H  A  N, 

at  Leicester, 


Dear  Sir, 

■  *  ;  t  \ 

Yy  E  N  you  were  pleafed  to  fend  me 
the  pelvis  of  your  unhappy  patient,  you 
were  dehrous  that  it  might  be  made  as  ufe~ 
ful  as  poffible.  I  look  upon  every  thing  of 
that  hind  wnich  is  given  to  me,  as  a  prefent 
to  th  e  public 5  and  coufider  myfelf  as  thereby 
calle  d  upon  to  ferve  the  public  with  more 
diligence.  To  fulfil  that  duty,  I  have  ex- 
hibi  ted  the  pelvis  at  my  ledtures,  with  many 
others  of  fingular  conformation,  both  to 
explain  that  Ipecies  of  mollities  ojjium,  and 
to  i  lluilrate  fonie  obfervations  which  I  made 
upon  a  fubjedt  of  a  very  interefling  nature, 
vio«  the  operation  newly  introduced  into 
pradlice,  of  cutting  the  Symphyjis  of  the 
Pubis .  Some  time  after  my  courfe  of 
ledtures  was  finifhed,  it  happened  to  be  my 
turn,  in  rotation,  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of 
phyficians,  to  read  a  paper  upon,  fome  me¬ 
dical  fuhjedt,  1  chofe  that  operation  for  my 
fubjedf,  becaufe  I  thought  at  this  time  it 

might 
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might  be  particularly  feafonable  :  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  I  fend  it  to  you,  that,  if  you 
think  it  will  be  ufeful,  you  may  publifh  it 
in  the  fecond  edition  of  your  book,  which 
you  inform  me  is  foon  to  be  put  to  the  prefs. 

Since  the  paper  was  drawn  up,  I  have 
read  Mr.  Le  Roy  s  pamphlet,  which  he  was 
plealed  to  fend  me  lately.  This  gave  rife 
to  a  few  additional  refledions,  which  I 
have  thrown  into  two  notes. 


Sept,  to th 
1778. 


1  am,  See.  See.  Sec. 
WILLIAM  HUNTER. 
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REFLECTIONS, 

OCCASIONED  BY  A  DECREE  OF  THE 

»  «;  * 

FACULTY  of  MEDICINE 

at  Paris; 

relative  to  the 

OPERATION  of  CUTTING  the 

SYMPHYSIS  of  the  OSSA  PUBIS. 

TN  fome  of  the  moffc  deplorable  condi- 
^  tions  to  which  the  human  body  is  liable, 
the  Profeffors  of  Surgery  and  Midwifery 
have  had  firmnefs  enough  for  the  lake  of 
faving  life,  to  recommend  operations  which 
our  very  nature  feems  to  abhor. 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  determination  appears 
Ipmetimes  to  be  founded  on  a  bare  calcu¬ 
lation  of  the  chances  for  life ;  and  the  rule 
remedium  potius  anceps ,  quam  nullum ,  is  per¬ 
haps  too  often  held  out  as  an  unerring 

guide. 

Men  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  a  rea- 
foning  faculty,  need  not  be  told,  that  in 

defperate 
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defperate  cafes,  our  judgment  and  practice 
are  not  to  be  regulated  merely  by  the 
chances  with  refpect  to  life.  The  luffer- 
ings  of  the  patient,  both  in  body  and  mind, 
fhould  be  fairly  put  into  the  fcale,  agamft 
the  better  chance  for  life.  In  fuch  a  trial, 
I  have  feen  a  patient  pay  a  much  higher 
price,  in  fufferings,  than  the  little  chance 
of  faving  life  was  worth. 

Thefe  reflections  fhould  be  efpecially  in 
our  mind,  when  we  are  to  give  an  opinion 
in  any  cafe  of  the  Caefarian  Sedtion,  or  of 
cutting  the  Symphyjis  of  the  OJj’a  Pubis . 
And,  in  calculating  the  chances  of  a  life 
to  be  faved,  we  fhould  take  care  to  make  a 
juft  eflimate  of  the  life  itfelf.  Thus,  in 
more  advanced  age,  the  value  of  it  is  lefs 
in  proportion  ;  it  is  lefs  too,  in  proportion 
as  it  is  to  be  attended  with  pains  or  infir¬ 
mities,  or  with  whatever  will  diminifh  or 
deftroy  the  enjoyments  of  life.  Exigence 
is  fo  nearly  equal  to  nothing,  that  its  real 
value  muft  arife  from  its  connection  with 
fome  kind  of  enjoyment  and  wiiere,  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  there  is  none,  life  is  either 
worth  nothing,  or  a  pofidve  evil* 

K  2 
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The  value  of  life  rifes  likewife  in  pro™ 
portion  to  the  defire  of  life,  and  the  dread 
of  death.  The  life  of  the  mother  is,  for 
that  reafon,  almoft  of  .an  incomparably 
greater  value  than  that  of  an  unborn  child; 
a  being  which,  we  may  fuppofe,  has  no 
enjoyment,  and  has  neither  a  defire  to  live, 
nor  fear  to  die.  This  appears  to  be  rea¬ 
sonable  ;  and  experience  Ihews  it  to  be  the 
didlate  of  nature,  as  well  as  common  ienk. 
I  have  lived  thirty-nine  years  in  one  of  the 
largeft  cities  in  the  world,  and,  for  the 
greater  part  of  that  time,  in  a  very  ac¬ 
tive  ftation ;  fo  that  numbers  of  dange- 
rous  cafes  mull  have  come  within  my 
knowledge,  and  thele  among  all  ranks  of 
mankind ;  yet  1  never,  in  any  inftance 
whatever,  knew  the  life  of  the  child  put 
into  any  fort  of  competition  with  that  of 
the  mother,  by  the  hufband,  or  any  other 
perfon. 

.j  •  '  -  ♦ 

When  adventurous,  bold,  or  dangerous 
opinions  in  the  healing  art,  are  propofed  or 
pradtifed  by  an  individual,  no  great,  or  at 
leaft  no  extenfive  mifchief  will  readily  en- 
fue.  A  fufpicion  of  the  author's  partiality 
weakens  his  influence,  and  brings  doubt 

and 
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and  caution  along  with  his  new  opinion. 
If  it  ftrikes  a  practitioner  with  the  appear-* 
ance  of  utility,  he  weighs  it  in  his  own 
mind,  gets  all  the  lights  which  he  can 
procuie,  conlults  his  molt  intelligent  and 
experienced  acquaintance ;  and  after  all,  if 
he  refolves  to  try  it,  ftill  he  fets  about  it 
with  fame  hefitation  or  diffidence,  and 

therefore  with  every  precaution  that  he  can 
devife. 

It  is  time  only,  and  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ence  that  can  finally  decide  upon  the  utility 
of  a  new  pradice.  When  once  it  is  fairly 
ftarted  before  the  public,  tho’  it  may  meet 
with  unreasonable  oppofition,  if  it  can  bear 
the  teft  of  general  experience,  it  can  hardly 
lofe  its  ground  :  it  may  be  kept  down  for  a 
time  ;  but  muff  prevail  in  the  end.  So  it 
has  happened  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  Inocu¬ 
lation,  and  many  other  improvements. 

On  the  contrary,  with  whatever  appro¬ 
bation  a  new  propofal  of  this  kind  be  re¬ 
ceived,  and  however  encouraging  the  prof- 
peCt  may  be,  at  fetting  out,  or  even  after 
fome  trials ;  if  it  cannot  bear  the  teft  of 
general  experience,  it  muft  fall  into  diffi 

repute  j 
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repute  *  as  it  has  adually  happened  to  the 
hypogaftric  fedion  for  the  ftone  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  to  a  thoufand  pretended  improve¬ 
ments  in  phyfic  and  furgery. 

But,  when  a  large  body  of  refpedable, 
learned  and  grave  men,  reafonably  fuppo- 
ied  to  be  competent  judges,  embrace  a  no¬ 
velty  in  pradice,  with  unbounded  appro¬ 
bation  ;  and  by  their  teftimony,  and  ho¬ 
nours  publicly  conferred,  give  credit  and 
fplendour  to  an  opinion,  which  fhould  be 
put  upon  its  trial  with  great  circumfpedi- 
on,  and  finally  judged  of  by  much  experi¬ 
ence  ;  a  door  may  thereby  be  opened  to 
great  and  irreparable  mifchief ;  by  letting 
loofe  upon  mankind,  the  mofl  mifchievous 
members  of  fociety,  the  ignorant  and  rafh 
practitioners.  It  is  giving  all  the  encou¬ 
ragement  and  protedion,  which  fuch  un¬ 
feeling  plunderers  of  the  diftreffed  could 
defire. 

When  any  thing  of  this  kind  happens,  it 
furely  becomes  the  duty  of  all  thofe  who 
may  Itave  any  influence,  not  to  oppofe,  but 
to  watch  the  innovation  ;  and  to  check  in- 
confiderate  ardour  and  precipitancy  :  fo 
*  '  .  that. 
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that,  as  far  as  reafon  and  experience  can 
guide,  we  may  determine  whether  the 
practice  which  is  recommended  be  at  all 
advifable  ;  and  if  it  be,  what  are  the  par¬ 
ticular  cafes  that  are  fit,  and  vvhat  thofe 
that  are  unfit  for  the  new  pradice. 

Without  afcertaining  this  diftindion,  a 
new  pradice,  falutary  and  ufeful  perhaps 
in  a  few  rare  cafes,  may  very  naturally,  by 
an  indifcriminate  and  frequent  ufe,  do 
much  more  harm  than  good.  This  fenti- 
ment  will  not  furprize  thofe  of  the  pro- 
fefiion,  who  know  my  opinion  of  the  For¬ 
ceps,  for  example,  in  midwifery.  I  admit 
that  it  may  fometimes  be  of  fervice,  and 
mayfave  either  the  mother  or  child.  I  have 
fometimes  ufed  it  with  advantage  and, 
I  believe,  never  materially  hurt  a  mother 
or  child  with  it,  becaufe  I  always  ufed  it 
with  fear  and  circumfpedion.  Yet,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  from  all  the  information 
which  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  that 
the  Forceps  (midwifery  inftruments  in  ge¬ 
neral,  I  fear)  upon  the  whole,  has  done 
more  harm  than  good. 
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I  am  under  apprehenfions  that  the  fame 
thing  may  hereafter  be  laid  of  the  new 
practice  of  flitting  the  joint  of  the  Ojja 
Pubis  to  make  room  for  the  paflage  of  a 
child,  when  the  Pelvis  is  too  narrow. 

To  raife  a  popular  cry  agaioft  this 
practice,  before  it  is  well  underftood, 
would  be  unfair  ;  and  would  be  {hew¬ 
ing  an  unbecoming  difrefpedt  to  the  in¬ 
genuity,  and  no  doubt  humane  inten¬ 
tions  of  MefTrs.  Sigault,  Camper,  and  Le 
Roy,  the  authors  of  this  operation.  We 
would  only  wiih  that  it  may  be  received 
with  moderation  and  doubt ;  that  we  may 
advance  with  great  caution,  receive  light  as 
it  comes  upon  us  with  experience  ;  and 
finally,  approve,  or  rejedt  upon  folid  ground* 
and  at  as  little  expence  to  human  na¬ 
ture  as  poffible.  If  it  fhould  be  adopted, 
it  muft,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be 
very  neceflary  to  reft  rain  it,  within  proper 

bounds. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  fhould  try  to  guefs 
at  its  true  value,  and  determine,  as  far  as 
our  prefent  lights  will  permit,  in  what 
cafes  it  promifes  to  be  of  ufe,  and  in  what 
cafes  it  fhould  feem  pernicious. 


Firft* 
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v  Firft,  Let  us  confider  its  fuppofed  ad¬ 
vantages,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  Caefariaa 
Operation ;  that  is,  with  a  view  of  faving 
the  mother  or  child,  when  otherwife  both 
muft  be  loft. 

Secondly,  Let  us  judge  as  well  as  we 
now  can,  how  far  it  may  be  advifeable,  in 
fome  very  difficult  labours,  with  the  view 
of  faving  the  child ;  in  thofe  cafes  efpeci- 
ally,  for  which  the  eftablifhed  practice  in 
this  country  recommends  the  crotchet . 

To  affift  our  judgment  upon  thefe  two 
important  queftions,  we  Lhall  premife  fome 
remarks  upon  the  nature  of  the  operation 
itfelf,  viz.  cutting  through  the  Symphy/is 
of  the  Pubis ,  and  forcing  the  bones  to  a 
certain  diftance  from  each  other,  I  have 
had  occaiion  to  perform  this  fo  often  upon 
dead  bodies,  that  I  do  not  apprehend  I  can 
be  much  miftaken  on  this  fubjedt. 

i.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  execute  it 
with  a  thick  knife,  however  fharp  in  the 
edge.  The  ligamentous  and  griftly  fub- 
ftance  between  the  bones  is  fo  incompref- 
fible,  that  it  will  hardly  make  room  for 
the  thicker  part  of  the  knife  to  follow  its 

L  edge ; 
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edge  ;  but  a  thin  knife  goes  thro*  it  with 
great  eafe, 

2.  Whoever  has  had  a  little  practice, 
will  find,  that  it  may  be  executed  without 
any  danger  of  wounding  the  Bladder  or 

Urethra ;  becaufe  in  cutting  cautioufly  with 
a  thin  knife,  from  above  downwards  and 
inwards,  the  inftant  that  the  whole  is  cut 
through,  there  is  both  a  particular  found, 
which  informs  us  that  the  bufinefs  is  done, 
and  the  two  bones  fly  afunder  to  a  fenliblc 
diftance. 

3.  When  the  Symphyfis  is  completely  di¬ 
vided,  the  OJfa  Pubis  feparate  fo  little  a 
way,  that  fome  force  is  neceflary  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  interval  of  half  an  inch ;  and  up¬ 
on  encrealing  the  force,  till  the  fpace  of 
interval  comes  to  two  inches  and  an  half, 
there  is  a  continued  crafh,  from  the  tear¬ 
ing  of  the  ligamentous  fibres  at  the  pofte-* 
rior  joints,  viz.  at  the  fides  of  the  Sacrum . 
*1  his,  f  ho’  requiring  great  force,  is  eafily 
effected,  by  bringing  the  thighs  to  right 
angles  with  the  trunk  of  the  body,  and 
preffing  the  knees  gradually  outwards  and 

backwards.  In  that  way,  a  fmali  force 

has 
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has  a  great  effed,  becaufe  it  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  long  lever,  and  is  affifted  by 
almoft  the  whole  weight  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities. 

4.  When  fuch  a  violent  reparation  of 
the  OJfa  Pubis  has  been  produced,  the  Sa* 
crum  and  OJJ'a  Innominata  remain  in  con- 
tad,  only  at  their  pofterior  parts ;  the  li¬ 
gaments  that  conned  them  at  the  fore  part 
being  all,  more  or  lefs,  torn  afunder. 

5.  The  mifchief  that  may  enfue  upon 
cutting  one  joint  ot  the  Pelvis ,  and  tear¬ 
ing  the  other  two  afunder,  can  be  afcer- 
tained  by  experience  only.  It  is  propofed, 
that  the  incifion  at  the  Pubes  fhall  not  pe¬ 
netrate  into  the  cavity  of  the  Abdomen .  If, 
by  accident,  that  fhould  happen,  the  ope¬ 
ration  would  of  courfe  be  very  dangerous. 
Lacerations  of  tendons,  ligaments,  and 
flefhy  parts,  when  not  complicated  with 
an  external  wound,  generally  heal  up  in  a 

kindly  manner,  as  we  fee  in  cafes  of  the 
ruptured  CI endo  Achillisy  diflocations,  and 
fradures. 


But,  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  time  of 
parturition,  the  body  is  remarkably  dif- 

L  2  pofed 
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pofed  to  an  inflammatory  fever,  which  is 
always  very  dangerous  when  it  riles  to  any 
height  y  and  therefore,  whatever  expofes 
the  body  to  confiderable  inflammation  at 
that  time.  we  may  prefume,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  igme  danger«  And  it  muft 
likewife  be  remembered,  that  women  who 
are  exceedingly  crooked,  are  commonly  fo 
weak,  that  they  eafily  fink  under  any  great 
difeafe 

To 

*  It  will  require  feeing  what  the  confequences  actually  are, 
in  a  number  of  cafes,  and  efpecially  under  different  Hates  of 
health,  before  we  can  be  justified  in  faying  that  no  mifchief 

is  to  be  apprehended  from  what  muft  happen  to  the  Sacro- 
Iliac  joint. 

On  this  part,  Mr.  Le  Roy,  with  the  partiality  natural  to 
the  author  of  a  new  opinion,  feems  to  be  too  little  apprehen- 
five  and  too  decided.  His  opinion  is  firlt,  that  the  ligaments 
will  ftretch  in  the  living  body,  beyond  what  wefhould  ima¬ 
gine  from  making  experiments  on  the  dead  :  and  fecondly, 
that  diflocations  of  that  joint,  with  fuch  lacerations  of  the 
ligaments  as  may  happen,  if  properly  treated,  will  heal  up, 
without  ill  confequences. 

I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  any  force  applied  to  tear 
the  body,  will  produce  nearly  the  fame  mechanical  effedson 
the  living,  and  on  the  dead.  The  fame  force  that  pulls  off 
an  arm,  for  example,  from  a  dead  body,  would  do  fo,  if 
that  body  were  alive.  I  here  is  no  proof,  I  believe,  that 
life  gives  additional  flrength,  either  to  foft  fibres  or  to  in¬ 
flexible  bones  :  it  ouly  gives  them  a  wonderful  power  of  re¬ 
pairing  the  injury. 
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To  return  from  this  digreffion,  fo  the 
two  great  quefhons  before  us. 

We  /hall  readily  allow,  that  the  Cana¬ 
rian  Sedlion,  though  it  may  fave  the  child, 
will  almoll  always  be  fatal  to  the  mother, 

and 

I 

As  to  any  property  which  living  ligaments  poffefs  of  ftretch- 
***£>  unoer  violence,  and  permitting  diflocations  without  la¬ 
ceration,  I  have  long  taught  that,  tho’  a  very  general  opinion* 
it  Teems  not  to  have  been  founded  on  obfervation.  Liga¬ 
ments  wiil  not  allow  or  diflocations  in  dead  bodies  without 
laceration  :  and  elafticity,  to  any  degree,  either  in  ligaments 
or  tendons,  would  ill  agree  with  their  ufe,  in  living  bodies, 
which  is,  to  keep  the  parts  ftrongly  together.  And  accord¬ 
ingly  fince  this  opinion  has  rouzed  attention  and  examination, 
every  cafe  of  a  recent  diflocatlon  that  I  have  known  exami¬ 
ned,  has  been  found  complicated  with  a  laceration  of  the 
ligaments. 

As  to  the  fecond  opinion,  tho*  diflocations  of  the  arm  gene¬ 
rally  do  well,  we  fee  fo  many  miferable  and  incurable  effe&s 
of  diflocations,  and  of  ilrains  upon  joints,  arifing  either  from 
the  peculiarity  of  the  local  injury,  or  from  the  hate  of  the 
conltitution,  that  I  think  we  muff  not  yet  venture  to  fay  a 
oiflocation  of  the  Sacrum  and  Ilium  will  produce  no  il!  effects. 
Our  Author,  whom  we  mull  refpedi  for  his  candour  as  well  as 
ingenuity,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  examine  his  dodtrine 
with  the  freedom  that  becomes  fcience,  produces  three  in- 
ftances  of  fuch  a  diflocation.  The  two  firft  ended  fatally  ; 
and  they  were  certainly  known,  by  the  examination  of  the 
dead  bodies  ;  and  the  laft,  as  it  is  related  by  BafTius,  is  by 
no  means  proved  to  be  a  diflocation  cf  the  Sacrum ,  nor  is 
there,  in  my  opinion,  the  !eaft  probability  that  it  was  ;  and 
therefore  we  mufl  not  venture  to  build  upon  it  in  this  inte- 
relting  queflion. 
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and  therefore  that  it  can  never  be  of  much 
fervice  to  mankind.  Yet,  were  the  new 
operation  to  fave  both  in  flich  cafes,  infi¬ 
nite  as  the  advantage  would  be  to  a  few  in¬ 
dividuals,  the  community  would  reap  but 
little  from  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  cafe  that  oc¬ 
curs  fo  very  feldom.  In  this  great  city  and 
its  neighbourhood,  it  has  happened  but 
twice,  I  believe*  in  thirty-nine  years ;  I 
might  fay,  in  a  much  longer  period.  Now, 
to  compare  the  value  of  the  two  different 
practices :  Suppofing  the  life  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  to  be  always  loft  in  one  way,  and 
always  faved  .'in  the  other,  it  would  only 
amount  to  0ne  life  faved,  out  of  above 
twenty  millions  of  people  in  twelve  months. 
Almoft  every  circumftance  of  human  af¬ 
fairs,  if  attended  to,  would  be  found  to 
have  a  greater  effect  in  faving  or  taking  a- 
way  life.  If  this  be  a  juft  eftimate,  it  is 
evident  that  Mr  Sigault  was  hurried  into 
a  little  extravagance  when  he  faid,  (p.  2d 
of  his  Memoire),  that  for  want  of  a  more 
gentle  and  fife  method  than  the  Caefarian 
operation.  “  La  fociete,  la  patrie  perdoi- 
“  ent  tons  les  jours  ytne  infinite  des  cito- 
€6  zens.” 


If 
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If  the  Qefarean  Operation  has  been  more 
often  performed  at  other  times,  or  in  other 
places,  much  may  be  reafonably  charged  to 
the  account  of  injudicious  pradtice;  whether 
it  arofe  from  an  ill-grounded  opinion,  which 
fome  practitioners  have  cherifhed,  that  it  is 
not  very  dangerous;  or,  for  want  of  know¬ 
ing  how  much  may  be  done,  in  very  alarm¬ 
ing  cafes,  by  a  patient  ufe  of  other  means* 

-But,  in  the  true  cafe  for  the  033130311 
Operation,  viz.  when,  without  that  dread¬ 
ful  r^fouice,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
both  the  mother  and  child  will  be  loft/  it 
feems  impracticable  to  fave  the  child,  by 
flitting  the  Sympbyfis  of  the  OJJa  Pubis  :  and 
therefore  this  operation  can  never  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  with  that  view,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the 
Casfarean  Section. 

To  put  this  fact,  which  is  of  fo  much 
importance,  beyond  all  doubt,  we  fhall  ex¬ 
amine  the  P elvisy  in  both  the  women  upon 
whom  the  operation  was  performed  in 
London,  and  of  the  woman  at  Leicefter,  all 
of  which  have  been  carefully  preferved.  A 
figure  of  the  pelvis  of  Dr.  Cooper’s  firfi: 
patient,  for  the  accuracy  of  which  I  can 

vouch. 
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vouch,  has  been  publifhed  in  the  4th  vol. 
of  Medical  Observations  and  Enquiries .  I 
have  annexed  an  accurate,  iko’  flight  figure 
of  the  pelvis  of  Dr,  Vaughan's  patient  at 
Leicefter ;  and  ihall  give  an  account  of  Dr, 
Cooper’s  fecond  cafe.  The  firfl  figure  of 
the  firfl  plate,  is  a  view  of  the  pelvis  of 
Dr.  Vaughan’s  patient,  to  fhew  in  looking 
down  upon  it,  the  exact  dimen.fi on  of  its 
cavity.  This  paper  being  intended,  not  for 
Undents  of  anatomy  but  for  practitioners  in 
midwifery,  it  would  be  unneceflary  to  point 
out  the  differient  parts  of  the  bones  by 
letters  of  reference.  The  material  circum- 
fiance  to  be  obferved  is,  the  largefl  c ircle 
that  can  be  deferibed  between  the  Sacrum 
and  the  OjJ'a  Pubis  :  it  is  pointed  out  by  a 
circle  of  dots,  and  amounts  to  one  inch  and 
five  fixteenths  in  diameter.  In  the  fame 
plate,  the  fecond  figure  expreffes  the  largefl: 
circle  of  the  fame  kind,  in  Dr.  Cooper’s 
firfl:  patient  ;  and  in  the  third  figure  is  feen 
that  of  his  fecond  patient.  The  firfl  plate 
(hews,  then,  at  one  glance  of  the  eye,  the 
unhappy  condition  of  thofe  three  patients, 
previous  to  the  Operation. 
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The  firft  figure  of  the  fecond  plate  thews 
clearly,  all  the  {pace  that  could  have  been 
obtained  in  Dr.  Vaughan’s  patient,  by  flit¬ 
ting  the  Symphyfis,  and  tearing  the  inno- 
mmata  afiinder  from  the  Sacrum ,  till  the 
Ofja  Pubis  feparated  to  the  diftance  of  two 
inches  and  an  half,  the  large/}  circle  that 
could  then  be  defcribed,  in  the  interval  of 
the  bones  of  the  Pelvis,  amounts  only  to 
two  inches  and  a  quarter  in  diameter  • 
which  the  authors  of  the  new  operation  fay- 
will  not  allow  a  living  child  to  pal's.  Mr. 
Sigault’s  Operation  was  founded  upon  the 
fuppolition  that  the  pelvis  was  only  two 
inches  and  an  half  wide.  The  lecond  figure 
in  this  plate,  exhibits  the  fame  circnm- 
ftance  with  regard  to  the  Pelvis  of  Dr. 
Cooper’s  firft  patient  j  where  the  inlarged 
circle  amounts  only  to  two  inches  and 
three-fixteenths  in  diameter.  The  third 
figure  of  the  fecond  plate  reprefents  the 
enlarged  circle  in  the  Pelvis  of  Dr  Cooper’s 
fecond  patient.  To  put  the  whole  into  a 
few  words  :  The  firft  plate  ihews  the  largeft 
cirae  that  could  pafs  through  the  Pelvis  of 
thole  three  women  in  the  united  ftate  of 
bones  j  and  the  fecond  plate  reprefents  the 
fame  fort  of  circles  when  the  Off  a  Pubis 
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were  fepar&ted  to  the  diftance  of  two  in¬ 
ches  and  an  half. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  thefe  then  (and  in  fuch 
only  would  the  pradtitioneis  of  this  coun¬ 
try  think  of  the  Caifarian  Sedtion),  it  is 
plain,  that  the  new  operation  could  not 
have  faved  both  the  mother  and  child,  and 
cannot,  with  that  view,  be  admitted  as  a 
fubftitute  for  the  Caefarian  operation  *. 

We 

*  Mr.  Le  Roy  is  of  opinion  that  in  any  Pelvis,  by  the 
reparation  of  the  Oja  Pubis,  we  may  make  room  for  the 
largeli:  head  :  he  fays,  page  28,  “  Si  vous  eufiiez  demontre 
«  „„e  fur  le  baffin  le  plus  mal  conforme  vous  pouviez  fair 
“  franchir  la  tete  la  plus  volumineufe,”  and  he  repeats  nearly 
the  fame  thing  a  little  after,  viz.  page  29,  “  an  moyen  de 
quoi  (deux  pouces  et  demi  d’ecartenrent)  meme  fui  nn- 
. .  bafiin  mal  conforme,  on  fera  franchir  une  tete  voltimi- 

“  neufe.” 

The  lame  anthor  recommends  cutting  the  Symphyjis  in  a 
Pelvis  of  three  inches  and  a  quarter  aperture,  becaul'e  other- 
wife  the  child  cannot  pals  alive  ;  page  75  he  fays,  t£  depui? 
<■(  trois  pouces  un  quart,  jufqu’a  deux  pouces,  la  feciion  cii 

<<  parfaitement  indiquee.” 

He  mull  therefore  allow,  that  his  Operation  would  have 
failed  in  any  of  the  three  cafes  which  we  have  iliuftrated  by 
figures.  Indeed  he  exprefsly  fays  lo  in  another  place,  viz. 
page  73,  ^  Si  la  baffin  n’a  que  vingt  lignes  d’ouverture  de 
“  devant  en  arriere  au  detroit  fuperieur,  1  operation  ne  lei  ait 
profitable  qu’autant  qu’on  aurait  plus  de  trois  pouces 

<c  d’ecartemeat.  II  n’y  aurait  peut-etre  en  ce  cas  d  autre  ref* 
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We  come  next  to  confider  th efecond  que - 
fttoti  y  which  is,  how  far  this  new  cpera-' 
tion  may  be  advifable,  merely  for  faving 
the  child,  when  the  mother  is  in  no  great 
danger  ,  viz.  in  thofe  caies  where  the  Pel¬ 
vis  is  fo  narrow,  that  a  full-grown  or  very 
large  child  cannot  be  born  alive,  and  in 
which,  therefore,  the  eftablifhed  practice 
of  this  country  is,  to  open  the  head,  and 
to  deliver  very  cautioufly  with  the  crot¬ 
chet. 

Such  cafes,  I  know  by  long  experience, 
do  happen  much  more  rarely  than  a  great 

M  2  number 

“  fource,  pour  obtenir  l’enfant  vivant,  que  de  pratiquer 
l’operation  Cefarienne,” 

There  is  a  ftriking  contradi&ion  in  the  two  premifed  pro- 
pofitions,  viz.  firrt,  that  the  now  operation  would  make  fuf- 
hcient  room  for  a  large  head  in  the  mod  deformed  Pelvis ; 
and  fecondly,  that  probably  nothing  but  the  Cefarean  Sec¬ 
tion  would  fave  a  child,  if  the  aperture  of  the  Pelvis  were 
only  one  inch  and  two  thirds. 

This  apparent  contradi&ion  he  clears  up  by  fubjoining, 
that  fuch  a  dimenfion  of  the  Pelvis  (lefs  than  20  lines) II 
imaginary  ;  <c  Heureufement  cette  dimenfion  eit  imagi- 
naiie,  et  je  ne  connais  point  d’obfervations  qui  en  ait 
“  jamais  prefente  la  realite.”  Here  the  author  has  ventured 
an  aflertion  and  opinion  which  fads  do  moil:  certainly  con- 
tradidl.  We  have  feen  above  three  inftances  of  a  Pelvis 
much  narrower  than  20  lines.  Among  other  curiofities  in 

the 
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number  of  praditioners  may  believe  ;  and 
therefore  I  am  convinced,  that  great  tnif- 
chief  mull  be  the  confequence,  if  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  praftitioners  fhould  think  it 
warrantable  to  cut  the  Symphyfis,  whenever 
a  woman  has  been  long  under  the  molt  dif- 
treffing  anguifh  of  child-birth,  without 
any  confiderable  effedt.  Were  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear,  that 
the  operation  would  be  much  oftener  per¬ 
formed  when  altogether  unneceflary,  than 
when  really  wanted;  a  confideration  which, 
if  attended  to,  would  make  the  firmed: 
nerves  thudder. 

But 

the  anatomical  part  of  my  collectionn,  are  the  following 
Specimens  of  ill-formed  Pelves  from  female  fubje&s. 

1.  A  Pelves  of  one  inch  and  three  fourths  aperturure,  or 

twenty-one  lines. 

2.  Ditto  of  one  inch  and  three  eighths,  or  fixteen  lines 

and  an  half. 

3.  Ditto  of  one  inch,  two  eighths  and  an  half,  or  nearly 

fixteen  lines 

4.  Ditto  of  eleven  lines. 

r.  Ditto  of  five  eighths  of  an  inch,  viz.  juft  a  little  more 

than  half  an  inch. 

Four  different  fpecimens  of  a  pelvis  with  a  fmaller  aperture 
than  20  lines  demcnftrated  twice  yearly  in  a  public  courfe  of 
leftures  in  London,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  cafe  is 
not  imaginary,  and  that  it  is  hazardous  to  found  rules  of 
practice  on  that  fuppofition. 


\ 


Reflections,  &t\ 


95 


But  ftill  then,  it  will  be  faid,  may  it  not 
be  ufeful  in  feme  few  cafes  of  that  kind  ? 
In  moft,  or  all  the  cafes  where  we  can  de¬ 
liver  the  unhappy  woman  by  this  opera¬ 
tion  only,  or  by  the  crotchet,  till  more  ex¬ 
perience  fhall  have  given  more  knowledge, 
I  fhall  give  the  preference  to  the  crotchet, 
for  the  following  reafons  :  ift,  Becaufe  it 
is  fo  much  more  fafe  for  the  mother. 
When  the  crotchet  is  ufed  with  p-reat  cau- 

o 

lion,  and  the  operation  is  executed  flowly, 
giving  intervals  of  eafe,  in  imitation  of  the 
natural  procefs,  women  recover  almoft  as 
certainly,  and  as  completely,  as  after  a  na¬ 
tural  labour.  2dly,  Becaule  if  all  the  con¬ 
finement,  all  the  licknefs,  pains,  anxieties 
and  terrors,  which  women  fo  formed  mull 
luffer  from  pregnancy  and  labour,  be  fair¬ 
ly  confidered,  their  neceffarv  and  natural 
iuflerings  for  men  muft  be  allowed  by  men 
to  be  fufficient.  It  would  be  ungenerous 
to  lay  it  down  as  their  duty  to  go  much 
farther,  to  have  the  ffrengeft  joints  of  their 
body  cut  and  torn  afunder,  to  fecure  a 
chance  only  of  a  living  child. 

After  having  confidered  the  two  preced¬ 
ing  important  queftions  with  no  view  but 

to 
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to  fapport  the  interefts  of  humanity,  I 
niuft  add  after  all,  that  the  Section  of  the 
Sympbyjis  may  poffibly  be  found  to  be  a 
much  better  refource  than  the  Caefarian 
Sedlion,  in  a  very  few  rare  cafes  j  not  to 
lave  the  child,  as  was  faid  above,  but  to 
iave  the  mother,  which  I  think  a  much 
greater  objedL  Thefe  cafes,  I  fay,  will 
be  very  rare.  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  till  I  faw 
Dr  Cooper’s  firft  cafe,  I  had  nvver  met  with 
an  inftanceof  a  woman  who  could  not  have 
been  fafely  delivered  by  the  crotchet ;  and 
I  have  f ben  it  perfectly  fuccefsful  in  more 
than  one  inftance,  where  very  intelligent 
practitioners,  thinking  it  impracticable,  had 
declared  for  the  Csefarian  operation.  Suc- 
cefs,  in  thefe  cafes,  depends  on  working 
flowlv,  taking  away  one  little  bit  after  an¬ 
other,  letting  the  woman  reft  from  time 
to  time,  and  taking  great  care  that  {he  be 
not  wounded  by  the  inftrument,  or  by  the 
{harp  bones  of  the  child. 

But,  fuppofing  a  cafe,  where  no  fuccefs 
can  be  expedted  from  the  crotchet,  either 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  narrownefs 
of  the  pelvis,  or  partly  from  that  circum- 
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ftance,  and  partly  from  a  great  projection 
of  the  lumbar  vertebra  over  the  cavity  of  the 
fe/vis ,  hardly  allowing  any  part  of  the  child 
to  come  within  the  fafe  reach  of  the  crot¬ 
chet;  in  fuch  a  cafe,  inftead  of  the  Caefariaa 
Section  which  is  fo  dreadful,  becaufe  fo 
generally  fatal  to  the  mother,  this  new 
operation,  may  be  found  to  give  the  mother 
a  good  chance  for  life  and  tolerable  health, 
if  it  will  make  room  fufficient  for  bringing 
the  child  within  the  fphere  of  the  crotchet. 
This,  tho’  it  could  only  be  advifabiein  ex~ 
ceedingly  few  cafes,  might  be  a  conlidera- 
ble  improvement ;  becaufe  it  would  have 
the  advantage  over  the  Caefarian  operation, 
of  faving  the  mother  inftead  of  the  child. 

Yet,  even  upon  that  fuppofition,  were 
it  to  •  be  admitted  into  pradice,  without 
confultation  and  formality,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fear,  that  (like  the  crotchet  itfelf 
perhaps)  it  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
It  might  render  a  fhocking  operation  very 
frequent,  to  the  great  terror  of  mankind, 
tho’  the  cafes  that  could  really  call  for  it, 
would  be  extreamlv  few.  In  midwifery, 
all  inftruments,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  cut 

or 
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,  / 
or  tear  either  the  mother  or  child,  fhould  be 

fufpe&ed  by  the  public  to  keep  ignorant, 
and  inexperienced,  and  adventurous  practi¬ 
tioners  upon  their  guard  ;  and  to  inforce 
great  caution,  and  confultation,  in  fuch 
delicate  and  dangerous  fituations  of  human 
nature. 
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